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Claims. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

bookmarkers and it consists of the matters here 
inafter described and more particularly pointed 
Out in the appended claims. The bookmarkers 
With which the present invention is more par 
ticularly concerned, are of the kind shown in 
my prior Patent No. 1,380,031 granted May 31, 
1921. 
One of the objects of the present invention 

is to provide a bookmarker of this kind, which 
is of a more simple and durable construction 
and which has no parts projecting beyond the 
ends of the back of the book to which the marker 
units are applied. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a marker of this kind in which use is made of 
all metal extensible and contractible members 
for detachable engagement by the marker units 
and which members are so formed as to be flex 

: ible only in one direction at a right angle to 
their length so that the marker units, when once 
in place, cannot shift lengthwise of the leaves 
of the book. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a marker of this kind wherein the use of rubber 
bands is eliminated and the life of the marker 
is materially increased without the necessity of 
replacing parts thereof. 
The above mentioned objects of the invention, 

as well as others, together with the several ad 
Vantages thereof Will more fully appear as the 
Specification proceeds. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved 

marker in position upon an associated book, the 
latter being shown in an open condition better 
to illustrate the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a view in elevation of a portion of 
one end of the book at the back thereof, illus 
trating the contracted position of the parts of 
the improved marker when the book is in a closed 
condition. 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 illustrating 
the extended position of the parts when the book 
is in an Open COndition. 

Fig. 4 is a Sectional view on an enlarged Scale 
through a part of the improved bookmarker, as 
taken on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a certain back 
bar forming a part of the improved bookmarker 
and which will be more fully referred to later. 

Fig. 6 is a detail longitudinal Sectional view 
on an enlarged Scale through a portion of One 
of the extensible. and contractible members of 
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the bookmarker, the plane of the section being 
taken on the line 6-6 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of one of the parts 
shown in Fig. 6. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of another of the 
parts shown in Fig. 6. 

Fig. 9 is a view of the blank or stamping from 
which the part shown in Fig. 7 is made. 

Referring noW in detail to that embodiment 
of the invention illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, and especially to Fig. 1 thereof, O in 
dicates a conventional book as a whole and which 
Comprises covers - connected together by 
the flexible back 2 to which the body, com 
prising the group of leaves 3, is secured in any 
well known manner. Usually in conventional 
books, the leaves are of lesser dimensions than 
the covers So that When the book is closed, a 
short Space is present between the edges of the 
leaves and the edges of the cover. 
The improved marker includes a pair of thin 

flat back bars 4 each adapted to be disposed 
between one cover and the adjacent leaf of the 
group, at the back thereof where the hinged 
connection between the body and the back and 
cover is afforded. Each bar, which is made of 
a relatively thin narrow strip of metal, as shown 
in Fig. 5, is of a length approximating the length 
of the leaves, and is formed With right angled 
end extensions 5 in each of which is a longi 
tudinal slot 6. The same ends of both bars 
are connected together by an extensible and 
contractible member 7 which is capable of flex 
ing only in one direction at a right angle to the 
plane of said member. 
Each member 7 is made up from a plurality 

of interconnected alternate and intermediate 
link like elements 8 and 9 respectively. One 
of the former appears in perspective in Fig. 7 
and one of the latter appears in perspective in 
Fig. 8, both elements preferably being made of 
metal. The link like element 8 which is of a 
U shaped cross section is made from a blank 
8a as appears in Fig. 9 to provide the opposed 

Walls 20-2 and the curved connecting inter 
mediate wall portion 22. The wall 20 has a pair 
of aligned recesses 23 in its ends and the Wall 
2 has a pair of aligned extensions 24 at its 
ends, which When bent upwardly at a right angle, 
engage in the recesses 23 in the other wall. Each 
element 9 is made of a metal stock, the same 
as the back bars 4, to fit in between the Walls 
20-2 of the member 8. The element 9 which 
is substantially the same in length as the ele 
ment 8, is . formed with a longitudinal. slot 25 
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2. 
of a width to permit the extensions 24 of the 
member 8 to pass freely therethrough. Oppo 
site longitudinal corners 25d along one edge 
of each link element, are rounded off as appears 
in Fig. 8. 
As herein shown, the extensible and contractible 

members 7 are each made up from three alter 
nate members 8 and two intermediate members 
9, with the ends of the members 9 engaged in 
the ends of adjacent members 8 and with the 
extensions 5 of the back bars engaged in the 
end most members 8. When said parts are as 
Sembled together, those edges of the members 9 
having the rounded corners before mentioned, 
are associated with the open sides of the men 
bers 8 and the extensions 24 extend through not 
Only the slots 25 of the members 9 but also 
through the slots 6 in the extensions of the back 
bars. This construction provides an open frame 
to encompass the book body as formed by the 
leaves 3 adjacent the back 2, with the members 
- extending across the ends of the frame. 

With such a frame arranged as described, the 
members are capable of an extension and con 
traction and may flex in the plane of the end 
edges of the leaves only but not in the direction 
of the length of said leaves. Thus, said mem 
bers contract or shorten for the closing of the 
book, as appears in Fig. 2 and extend oriengthen 
for the opening of the book and at the same 
time take on a curvature corresponding to that of 
the back of the book when the book is open 
as appears in Fig. 3. 

Associated with the leaves of the book for 
marking certain leaves for an easy finding thereof 
is one or more marker units 26, one of which ap 
pears on a relatively large scale in Fig. 4. Each 
unit includes a bar 2 and a line or passage 
Inarking bar or arm 28 arranged at a right angle 
to the bar 2i. The inner end of the arm 28 has 
a hinged connection 29 with the bar 2 and the 
outer end carries suitable indicia, as appears in 
Fig. 1 for the purpose of indicating the Sequence 
in which portions of the reading matter of the 
book are to be located. Both the bar 2 and the 
arm 28 are made of relatively thin flat, flexible 
metal strips, which when flexed in one direction 
or the other and then released, instantly return 
to normal position. 
Each unit bar is formed at that end a SSociated 

With the top ends of the leaves with a substan 
tially bayonet notch including a portion 30 ex 
tending transversely of the bar and a longitudi 
nal portion 3 arranged adjacent that edge of 
the unit bar to which the arm 28 is attached or 
hingedly connected. This leaves a hook like 
shoulder 32 overhanging a part of the transverse 
recess portion 39. In the other end of the unit 
bar 27 is formed a recess 33 of a width to receive 
either an element 8 or 9. This recess is formed 
With a restricted mouth 34 that opens through the 
end of the bar, thus defining a pair of opposed 
hook-like shoulders 35 at the junction of the 
recess and its mouth. The mouth 34 is of a width 
less than the width of either of the members 8 
or 9 but is of a width. Somewhat greater than 
the thickness of the member 8. 
The frame as afforded by the two back bars f4 

and the two members is of Such dimension as 
to fit snugly upon the group of leaves 3 at the 
back thereof. When in place, as shown in Fig. 1, 
the marker units 26 may be applied. When this 
is to be done, the hook is opened at the desired 
leaves and the bar 27 taken in hand and arranged 
to Stand in a plane perpendicular to the Open 

2,177,348 
book, with that end of the bar having the recess 
33 therein pointing downward. The mouth 34 
of said recess is then moved downwardly to strad 
dle the elements 8 or 9 making up the bottom 
end member 7, the said element or elements pass 
ing freely through said mouth, into the recess. 33. 
The bar 27 is then swung downwardly into the 
crevice between the two leaves of the book, at 
Which time the elementS 8 or 9 Stand CrOSSWise 
of the mouth 34 behind the shoulders 35 of the 
bar in a manner which precludes disengagement 
between the said member 7 and the bar 27. 
The top end of the bar 27 is then flexed later 

ally SO as to present the recess portion 3 to the 
top member 7 so that said top member 7 may 
paSS through said recess portion 3 into the trans 
Verse recess portion 30 into a position behind the 
shoulder 32 all as best appears in Fig. 4. This 
bar 27 as a whole is detachably locked in place 
With respect to the elements 8 and 9 of both 
members f-f in a manner preventing easy acci 
dental displacement. 
The units 26 are made of a very thin strip of 

clock Spring steel so that a great number thereof 
may be accommodated in the book without caus 
ing a bulging thereof when the book is closed. 
When the book is closed, the members 7 are 
considerably contracted, the elements 9 sliding 
end Wise into the members 8 as appears in Fig. 2. 
When the book is open, the elements 8 and 9 
of the members 1-ft expand lengthwise and 
due to the connection between said members as 
afforded by the extensions 24, the members flex 
in the plane of the edges of their associated ele 
ments f8 and 9 to take on the curved shape of 
the back 2 of the book as appears in Fig. 3. 
When the members 7 are in their curved ex 
tended condition, the edges of the elements 9 
Opposite those curved at the ends, engage against 
the end corners of the curved walls 32 of the 
alternate members as best appears in Fig. 3. 
This gives rigidity to the members when the 
book is open. 
The parts are So arranged that the marker units 

may be quickly removed in an inverse order to 
their application so that said units may be trans 
ferred to other positions between other leaves of 
the book. When in place in a book, there are no 
partS. to project beyond the end edges of the 
Covers, to catch on the clothing or to mar any 
furniture upon which the book may be placed. 
The members 7-7 cannot deteriorate and can 
not be cut or otherwise damaged in the applica 
tion or removal of the marker units so that they 
have long periods of usefulness. 
While in describing the invention, I have re 

ferred in detail to the form, arrangement and 
construction of the various parts, the same is to 
be considered only in the illustrative sense so that 
I do not wish to be limited thereto except as may 
be Specifically Set forth in the appended claims. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a bookmarker, means adapted to be dis 

posed at each end of the leaves of a book at the 
back thereof, each of said means comprising a 
plurality of link like members connected together 
for a limited relative endwise movement so as 
to be extensible and contractible and flexible only 
in one direction at an angle to its length, and 
means providing a pair of back bars arranged for 
engagement between said leaves of the book and 
the covers thereof at the back of the book, each 
back bar being formed at its ends with portions 
operatively connected: to the ends of said first 
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ment between said portions and Said means in 
the direction of the length of Said means. 

2. In a bookmarker, means adapted to be dis 
posed at One end of the leaves of a book at the 
back thereof, said means comprising a plurality 
of alternate and intermediate link like members, 

O 

5 

the intermediate members each comprising a 
strip having a longitudinal slot therein, the alter 
nate members each being of a flat U-shape croSS 
Section to provide opposed side Walls connected 
together along one margin but open along the 
Other margin and betWeen. Which side Walls the 
ends of Said intermediate members engage, and 
means Secured to at least one of the side walls of 
the alternate members and engaged in the slots 
of the intermediate members to limit the relative 
longitudinal movement between said members in 

40 

One direction. 
3. In a bookmarker, means adapted to be dis 

posed at One end of the leaves of a book at the 
back thereof, said means comprising a plurality 
Of alternate and intermediate link like men 
bers, the intermediate members each comprising 
a strip having a longitudinal slot therein, the al 
ternate members each being of a flat U-shape 
CrOSS Section to provide opposed side Walls con 
nected together along one margin but open along 
the other margin and between Which side Walls 
the ends of said interniediate members engage, at 
least One side Wall of each alternate member hav 
ing portions bent to engage in the slots in the in 
termediate members to limit the relative longi 
tudinal movement between said members in one 
direction. 

4. In a bookmarker, means adapted to be dis 
posed at One end of the leaves of a book at the 
back thereof, Said means comprising a plurality 
of alternate and intermediate link like members, 
the intermediate members each comprising a 
strip having a longitudinal slot therein, the al 
ternate members each being of a flat U-shape 
CrOSS Section to provide opposed side Walls con 
nected together along One margin but open along 
the other margin and between Which side Walls 
the ends of said intermediate members engage, 
One side Wall of each alternate member having 
portions bent to paSS through the slots in the 
intermediate members and to engage in recesses 

3 
in the other side Wall of said alternate member 
to limit the relative longitudinal movement be 
tWeen said members in One direction. 

5. In a bookmarker, a pair of means each 
adapted to be disposed at an associated end of 
the leaves of a book at the back thereof, each of 
Said means being telescopically extensible and 
contractible and being flexible for a limited move 
ment Only in the plane of the ends of said leaves, 
a pair of back bars, arranged for engagement 
betWeen Said leaves Of the book and the covers 
thereof at the back of the book but being unat 
tached with respect to the covers, each back bar 
being formed at its ends With portions operative 
ly connected to the ends of the first mentioned 
means So as to proVide a relative movement be 
tWeen said portions and said means in the direc 
tion of the length of said means, 

6. In a bookmarker, a plurality of means en 
gaged between the covers and the leaves of the 
book at the back of the book and extending from 
the top to the bottom thereof, each of said means 
having end portions that extend transversely 
aCrOSS the end edges of certain of said leaves of 
the book, and means at each end of the back for 
connecting the associated end portions of said 
first mentioned means together, said connecting 
means being telescopically extensible and con 
tractible and flexible for a limited movement only 
in the plane of the end edges of said leaves. 

7. In a bookmarker, extensible and contracti 
ble means adapted to be disposed at each end of 
the leaves of a book at the back thereof and com 
prising interconnected links having a predeter 
mined Width and thickness, with said width being 
greater than said thickness means for securing 
both of said first mentioned means in position 
With respect to said leaves, and a member adapt 
ed for engagement between desired leaves of the 
book and having a recess at each end that opens 
through the extremity thereof, each recess re 
ceiving one of the links of the associated first 
mentioned means crosswise therein, each recess 
being formed at a point between its ends, longi 
tudinally of said member with at least one in 
Wardly extending transverse shoulder which over 
hangs and confines the associated link therein. 

SCOT. M. ABBOTT. 
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