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To oll whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, WILLIAM. F. ScHwEI 

GER and BENNETT. D. STRAIGHT, of Roches 
ter, in the county of Monroe and State of 
New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Stamp-Affixers; and 
we dohereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of the specifica 
tion, and to the reference-numerals marked 

Our present invention relates to machines 
for affixing ¥??? stamps or labels, and it has for its object to provide a portable ?18 - 
chine adapted for hand use, in which a strip 
of stamps may be inserted and successively 
discharged therefrom and affixed to the 
article to which they are to be applied. 
A further pbject of the invention isto provide a ??? feeding mechanism for 

advancing the stamp strip step by step and 
devices operated conjointly ? for 
depositing liquid on the article to which the 
stamp is to be applied before the stamp is 
affixed thereto. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide an arrangement of parts whereby the 
affixing member and the stamp fieding de 
vices may be both locked in inoperative 
positions when the machine is not in use to 
prevent the unauthorized removal of the 
stamps, such locking of the parts being nor 
mally rendered inaccessible by the stam 
holder itself, which is normally locke 
against removal. 
To these fnd other ends the invention con 

sists in certain improvements and combina 
tions of parts all as will be hereinafter more 
fully described, the novel features being 
pointed out in the claims at the end of the 
specification. W 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a side eleva 
tion of a machine constructed in accordance 
with our invention; Figs. 2 and 3 are verti 
cal sectional views showing the ¥s .i? different positions; Fig. 4 is a similar view 
showing the affixing member and feeding 
mechanismlocked in inoperative position; 
Fig. 5 is a detail view partly in section illus trating the disengaging of the carriage from 
the affixing member and the severance of 
the stamp strip by the latter; Fig. 6 is a 

end of the shaft is a rod or 
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detail view of the stamp holder and its guide 
way, said parts being removed from the ma 
chine; Fig. 8 is a similar detail view of the 
interior of the machine with the stamp 
holder removed, showing the stamp feeding 
finger; Fig. 9 is a horizontal view taken on 
the line.9°-9" of Fig. 5; Fig. 10 is a similar 
view taken on the line 10-10 of Fig. 5; 
Fig. 11 is a diagrammatic view illustrating 
the warping of a stamp strip as it is pro 
jected from the guide. 
Similar reference numerals in the several 

figures indicate similar parts. 
In illustrating one embodiment of our 

invention we have shown a machine having 
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a frame composed of side pieces 1, connected 70 
at their bottom edges to a base plate 2, and 
at their rear ed # the wall 4, which also 
forms the top of the frame, and is provided 
with an aperture arranged centrally to an 
aperture in the base 2, through which the 75. 
affixing member projects at certain times. 
The stampaffixing member reciprocates ver 
tically in the frame and comprises the shaft 
5 and the head 4r plunger 6 attached at its 
lower end, its upper extremity being pro- 80 
vided with an operating knob or handle 7. 
Extending transversely through the lower 

pin 8 the ex 
tremities of which are guided in parallel 
slots 9 formed in the side pieces 1 of the frame, 85 
said pins also being provided with shoulders 
10 ???? the proximate faces of the side 
pieces of the frame and serving to hold the 
affixing member centrally therein. Coil 
e shaft 5 and are connected at their op 
??? 15 are disposed at opposite sides of 90 
t 
p osite extremities to eyes on the frame and plunger 6 for retracting the latter in the 
position shown in Fig. 2. At the forward 
side of the plunger is arranged the stamp 95 
container with its guide way by means of 
which the stamps are introduced into proper 
position in front of the [{???? ?? ???????? mer?ber. The stamps or labels are provide 
in a strip which is rolled as indicated by 16, 100 
and the container in which they are held 
is preferably constructed in the form of a 
ring 17, fitted between the ears or extensions. 
18 on the sides of the frame, which are 
preferably 8. 
1, so that the operator may readily deter 
mine the quantity of stamps contained there 

top plan view of the machine; Fig. 7 is a in. At its lower side the ring is provided 

erforated as indicated in Fig. a 
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with an opening or slit 19 through which the allows the spring to impart a sudden move 
stamp strip passes into the downwardly ex ment to the piston 33, and upon the return 
tending guide way, the discharge end thereof movement of the affixing member the pawl 
being located near the base 2 abutting thc 
bar or catter 20 rigidly supported on the 
frame and which coöperates with the shear 
ing edge 21 on the plunger 6. The guide 
way is enbraced between the walls 22, which 
are connected at their outer and lower edges 
by tle wali 23 to form a casing which is 
spaced part from the guide way to accommo 
date suitable locking devices comprising a 
bolt 24 engaging an aperture in the base 2, 
for preventing the removal of the stamp 
holder. The atter is also retained by the 
hooks 25 on the ring 17 engaging an in 
terior shoulder 30 on the top of the frame. 
Arranged at the opposite or rear side of 

the affixing member is a receptacle or cham 
ber 31 adapted to contain liquid, such as 
water, in the event the stamps or iabels are 
gumlined, although an adhesive substance 
such as mucilage might be employed there 
in. In the inner wall of the chamber at its 
lower end is provided an orifice, or a plu 
rality of orifices, 32 adapted to direct the 
liquid discharged from the chamber across 
the path of the plunger 6 at a point beneath 
the open end the stamp guide, so that a 
spray will be deposited on the article to 
which the stamp is to be affixed before the 
latter is severed from the strip. The means 
for ejecting liquid through the orifices com 
prises a piston33, reciprocating horizontally 
in a chamber 34 and connected to a piston 
rod 35 guided in the walls of said chamber 
which are provided with perforations 36 
preventing free ingress of the liquid there 
to. but ofering sufficient resistance to its 
displacement during the movement of the 
pistol, so that the latter will cause a portion 
thereof to be ejected through the discharge 
orifices 32. The face of the piston is pro 
vided with a strip of packing 37 which nor 
mally closes the inner ends of the orifices 
and prevents leakage therethrough. A leaf 
spring 3S is connected to the outer end of 
the pist on 35, and is attached at its upper 
(nd. is indicated at 39, to the top of the 
receptaci. 31. and about midway of its 
length the spring is provided with an in 
cline cin surface 40, which is disposed cen 
truly of the spring and directly above the 
piston rod 35. A latch connection is formed 
between the affixing member and the spring 
by | provi «lilngr in the head 6 a pawl 41 piv 
sted in a recess and having an end 42 which 
prevcts its movement in one direction, said 
pawl being normally held in the operative 
position by a leaf spring 45, as shown in 
Fig. 3. From this arrangement of the parts 
it will be seen that during the downward 
movement of the plunger the pawl 41 rides 
over the incline 40 and compresses the spring 
38, and as it disengages the cam surface 

will rotate on its pivot and thus pass the 
projection 40 without actuating the spring 
38. The cam 40 is located in such a position 
that the movement of the piston 33 occurs 
in timed relation to the feeding and sever 
ing of the stamp, its release occurring just 
previous to the cutting off of a stamp. A suitable filling aperture is provided in the 
rear wall of the receptacle near its upper end 
which is normally closed by a screw plug 46 accessible through an aperture provided in 
the rear wall 4 of the frame. 
The mechanism employed for feeding the 

stamp strip is designed to advance the latter Step by step to project a single stamp across 
the cutter 20 into the path of the affixing 
member upon each reciprocation of the 
latter. This mechanism comprises a recip 
rocatory carriage provided with a finger or 
fingers projecting into the stamp way and 
coöperating with the stamp strip. Move 
ment is imparted to the carriage to cause 
it to travel the distance required to properly 
feed the stamp during the movement of the 
affixing member in one direction, by means 
of a locking device securing these parts to 
gether which is ?y tripped to re 
lease the carriage when its required move 
ment has been effected. The locking device 
mentioned is also intended to perform an 
other function, that of locking the feeding 
mechanism in inoperative position and also 
holding the affixing member in its projected 
position, closing the aperture in the base 
and effectually preventing access to the 
stamps. In carrying out these features of 
the invention we preferably form the shaft 
5 rectangular in cross-section and make the 
carriage of the feeding mechanism in the 
form of a sleeve 47, which is independently 
movable on the shaft 5, but prevented from 
rotary movement thereon by the shape of 
the parts. At the forward side of the car 
riage are projecting wings 48 between which 
is pivotally supported, on the rod 49, a 
latch member 50, provided with the hook 
end 52, which is normally pressed toward 
the adjacent side of the shaft 5 by a spring 
53, supported by having its coils 54 wrapped 
around the ends of the pin 49. The end 52 
of the latch member forms a pawl which 
is adapted to engage a shallow notch or re 
cess 55 in the side of the shaft 5 near the 
lower end thereof and adjacent the plunger 
or head 6, and at certain times, as will be. 
furtler described, the pawl also engages 
another notch 60. The upward movement 
of the carriage 47 is limited by the stop or 
projection 61 thereon engaging the top of 
the frame, to which position it is carried by 
the upward movement of the affixing mem 
ber when it is retracted by the coil springs 
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51, in which position the notch 55 alines 
with the pawl 52, so that upon the down 
ward movement of the affixing member the 
carriage travels therewith. 

It is important in a machine of this char 
acter that the stamp strip be fed an exact 
distance, according to the length of the 
stamps or labels |P????? on the strip, so that ? severance of the strip occurring upon 
the downward movement of the affixing 
member will occur each time between suc 
cessive stamps. Any inaccuracy in feeding 
the strip necessitates adjusting it in refer 
ence to the feeding device, and thus justify 
¥ of the strip will be frequently required 
to prevent cutting off pieces of unequal 
length, a circumstance which is particularly 
undesirable when the machine is employed 
for affixing postage stamps. 
The stamp feeding mechanism further 

comprises a finger 62 on the carriage 47, 
which projects into the stamp way and co 
operates with the stamp strip therein dur 
ing the downward movement of the affixing 
member. The finger 62 is preferably com 
posed of a plurality of thin blades arranged 
side by side, as shown in Fig. 8, which are 
strung on a pin 63 supported between the 
wings 48 of th carriage, said pin being ar 
ranged at one corner of the blades so that 
the ends of the latter form shoulders 64 
which coöperate with a resilient block of 
rubber or other suitable material 65. The 
latter is compressed between said ends of 
the fingers and an overhanging cap piece 
70 extending between the wings 48. By em 
ploying a resilient block 65 in the place indi 
cated an independent movement is permitted 
to each of the plates, composing the finger 
62, permitting these blades to automatically 
adjust themselves to any irregularity of the 
stamp strip, and permitting certain blades 
to move into engagement with the shoul 
ders, formed by the perforations in the 
stamp strip, whenever the feeding finger is 
moved along the surface of the latter. All 
of the fingers being yieldingly supported 
son of them will always engage in the per 
forations irrespective of the position of the 
perforations in the strip, or of the exactness 
with which said strip may be centered in the guide. The exact distance through 
which the feeding mechanism is moved to 
control the projection of the stamp strip 
from the guide is determined by a strip or 
stop 71, stationary on the frame of thema 
chine and adapted to coöperate with the 
cam surface 72 of a releasing finger 73 con 
nected to the locking device or pawl 50, and 
for convenience in construction this tripping 
device or stop may be made as part of the 
cutter 20. 

85 
???? : 

. As before explained the carriage 47 when 
in its uppermost, or inoperative position is 
arrested by the stop 61 engaging the top of 

the frame of the machine, and when the 
affixing member is retracted by the coil 
springs 15 the pawl 52 is actuated by the 
spring 53 into engagement with the notch 
or recess 55 in the shaft 5. Now upon the 
downward movement of this shaft, the car 
riage 47 being locked to it is carried down 
wardly and during its downward movement 
some of the component elements of the feed 
ing finger 62 engage the perforations in the 
stamp strip, and cause the latter to be moved 
E. in the guide way until the 
pawl 52 is tripped by the engagement of the 
cam surface 72 with the stop. 71, as shown in 
Fig. 5. This releasing of the carriage from 
the affixing member occurs just previous to 
the engagement of the shear 21, on the head 
6, with its coöperating cutter 20, conse 
quently the movement of the feeding mecha 
nism is arrested after the stamp strip has 
been projected the required distance, and 
the cutting off of the stamp is effected by 
the continued movement of the affixing 
member, the head 6 of which after passing 
the cutter 20 projects through the aperture 
in the base 2 of the frame into engagement 
with the article to which the stamp is to be 
applied. When the operator releases the 
knob. the shaft 5 in moving upwardly car 
ries with it the sleeve 47, the upward move 
ment of which is first arrested while the 
shaft 5 is permitted to move therethrough 
until its limit of movement is reached and 
the locking member 52 is again permitted to 
automatically engage the aperture 55. 

It will thus be seen that the successive 
operations of feeding and affixing the stamps 
may be continued until the supply of stamps 
is exhausted. When, however, it is desired 
to lock the machine to prevent the surrepti 
tious or unauthorized removal of a stamp 
the operator will be careful not to allow the 
affixing member to be retracted into its in operative position after the last stamp de 
sired has been discharged from the ma 
chine. At such time the shaft 5 is allowed 
to retract only a sufficient distance to cause 
the spring-tongue or finger 74 to project 
through the slot or aperture 75 in E. top 
of the frame where it may be grasped by 
the operator to retain the carriage in its 
uppermost position while the afixing mem 
ber is again projected into its lowermost po 
sition, as shown in Fig. 4, when the pawl 
52 will engage the notch or recess 60. For 
convenience in holding the carriage in in 
operative position temporarily the spring 
finger 74 is undercut at its edges, as indi 
cated at 76 in Fig. 8, forming a narrow por 
tion which may be deflected into a corre 
sponding recess 77 arranged at one side of 
the aperture 75, as shown in Fig. 6. The 
affixing member, when locked in the posi tion just described is in projected position 
its further movement in this direction being 
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limited by the engagement of the pins 8 with the lower ends of the guide sluts 9 of 
the frame. The carriage 47 jeinig alsolim 
ited in its movement in the opposite direc 
tion by abutting against the wall of the 
frame, and being firmly locked to the shaft 
effectually prevents any movement of the 
aflixing unember which would permit access 
to the stamps in the guide Way. The loca 
tion of the stamp holder and its guide way 
at the front of the fraine, so that it normally 
readers the locking device inaccessible, will 
be seen to be a particularly advantageous' 
arrangement of the parts as it is necessary 
to displace the holder and its guide way be 
fore the affixing niember can be released for further operation, and these parts being 
locked the machine can only be released by 
the proper authority. 

In a machine of this character it is also 
desirable to prevent the removal of the 
stamps when the affixing member is not 
locked, as described above, and during the 
time it is in actual use, and to this end we 
have provided a particular arrangement of 
elements whereby any attempt to extract 
stamps by drawing the strip forwardly 
from the discharge end of the guide way 
will be thwarted and result in rendering the 
machine inoperative. In carrying out this 
feature of our invention the guideway is 
provided with a portion which is adapted 
to impart a curve to the stamp strip as the 
latter is projected or advanced lengthwise 
therein so that in the event the strip is 
pulled at its free end, in contradistinction to its being pushed forwardly by the feeding 
devices, it will be pulled out of its normal 
path or deflected and thus become bound in 
the guideway to prevent the strip from be 
ing fed further. The guideway also in 
cludes a yielding part or tensioning means 
which coöperates with the stamp strip to 
cause it to follow continuously the normal 
curve imparted to it but which will nove 
when a strain is exerted on the free end of 
the strip. The deflecting of the strip in the 
guideway occasioned in this manner is sufi 
cient to draw it into engagement with an 
arresting member which is so positioned 
relatively to the guideway that as the stamp 
strip traverses its normal path while being 
pushed ahead by the feeding inechanism, 
said strip will freely pass around ole side 
of said arresting member. In the arrange 
ment of the parts illustrating the present 
emlodiment of the invention the guide way 
is arranged to project downwardly from the 
stam holder in a direction plurallel to the 
direction of movement of the affixing item 
ber and the feeding mechanishi, and the 

ion for imparting the curve to the stamp 
strip is located at the lower end of the 
guideway where it is curved laterally to the 
point of discharge at the cutting bar. The 

1,012,031 
back of the guide way is a stationary plate 
78 receiving the thrust of the feeding finger 
62 and the front of the guide way is com 
posed of a fraule 79 having an open ('enter 
which is supported at a central point on 
yielding fingers 80 attached at their upper 
ends to the ring or stamp holder r. The 
lower end of the frame 79 forming the inner 
curved surface of the guide way rides lightly 
upon the stamp strip passing therethrough, 
and since it is held at its ceriter by the 
spring finger's 80, its lower end will be moved 
away from the stationary part 7s of the 
guide if the stamp strip is displaced rela 
tively thereto, as will occur in the event the 
stamp strip is pulled forwardly. The nove 
nient this imparted to the lower end of the 
frame 79 will cause its upper end S1 to be 
tilted to bind the stamp strip in the guide 
way at its upper or entrance end. Another 
means is also employed for further arrest ing the stamp strip comprising a projection 
or series of projections such as needles 2. 
mounted on a transversely extending bar N3, 
which are arranged with their pointed ends 
in juxtaposition to the stamp strip and in 
such a position that the latter when dis 
placed by an atteriupt to draw it forwardly 
in the guide will either puncture the paper 
or pass through the perforations therein, 
The spring frame 79 is held in position by 
the light spring tension of the finger's SO 
and the frame resting lightly against the 
stamp strip constitutes a tensioning device 
which performs the function of holding the 
stamp strip, in place. A pull on the ex 
tremity of the stamp strip which imparts a 
non-functional tension thereto will vary the 
normal tension of the strip and may be less 
than that required to tear off the outermost stamp, even if the strip is perforated, and 
still be sufficient to deflect the intermediate 
portion of the strip lying in the guideway 
into engagement with the arresting men 
bers or needles 82. The strip becoming thus 
in paled on the needles is held by them in 
its deflected position effectually preventing 
the further feeding of the stamps until the 
stamp holder is detached from the machine 
and the stamp strip restored to its normal 
position. 
The strips of stamps are preferably wound 

into a roll and when retained in this con 
dition the strip when unrolled still possesses 
a tendency to curl, thus giving to each 
stamp a slight curve, and in addition to 
this the discharge of the strip from the 
curved extremity of the guide way will in 
part the same tendency thereto, as indicated 
in dotted lines in Fig. 11. This sometimes 
causes the stamp to curl at its edges after 
it has been applied to an article, or to curl 
in such a manner that more or less of one 
edge of a stamp will be lined back or 
folded upon itself when engaged by the 
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affixing member and to overcome these diffi 
culties and also to facilitate the severance 
of the stamps from the strips we have pro 
vided means for warping or curving the 
stamps transversely of the strip. This we 
do by causing the end of the strip to be 
rollided slightly at its center, after it has 
assed the curve of the guide way and as it 

emerges from the open end or throat. This 
curving of the strip transversely flattens 
the stamp and entirely overcomes the in 
herent tendency of the paper to curl from 
other causes. To accomplish this we pro 
vide the discharge end or throat of the guide 

is way with a warping surface 84 which is 
formed by raising the center of the guide 
way above its edges, so that the strip as it is 
fed thereover will be raised at the center 
sufficiently to cause the stamps projected 

20 therefrom to be held in horizontal alinement 
with the end of the guide way. The edge 
of the cutter 20 is similarly shaped as shown 
in Fig. 8, so that when the straight cutting 
edge 21 of the affixing member engages 

25 therewith, as shown in Fig. 5, the cutting 
of the strip is accomplished by a shearing 
action commencing at the center, as shown 
in Figs. 5 and 11. 

It is desirable in connection with a ma 
30 chine of this character that an accurate rec 
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ord be kept of all stamps fed out of the 
stamp box or holder and for this purpose we 
have provided a counter or indicator 85, of 
the usual or any preferred construction, 
which is mounted on the frame. The oper 
ating member 86 of the counter is connected 
by the links 87 and 88 with the stamp feed 
ing mechanism, preferably with the sleeve 
47. These operating connections should be 
actuated by the stamp feeding devices in 
stead of the affixing member, as the latter 
may be reciprocated without necessarily dis 
charging stamps from the machine. 
A machine constructed in accordance with 

our invention is compact, and comprises few 
parts which are simple in construction and 
may be readily assembled. 
We claim as our invention. 
1. In a stamp affixer, the combination with 

a frame and an affixing member movable 
into and out of affixing position, of a liquid 
receptacle haying a discharge chardber there 
in and provided with an orifice leading from 
said chamber, a piston reciprocating in the 
latter and means actuated by the affixing 
member for operating said piston. 

2. In a stamp affixer, the combination with 
a frame and an affixing member movable 
into and out of affixing position, of a liquid receptacle provided with a discharge orifice, 
a wall forming a chamber in the receptacle 
about the inner end of the orifice, the inte 
rior of the receptacle and chamber being in 
communication, a piston located in the cham 
ber and means actuated by the affixing mem 

5 

ber for operating said piston to expel liquid 
from the discharge orifice. 

3. In a stamp affixer, the combination with 
a frame and an affixing member movable 
into and out of affixing position, of a liquid 70 
receptacle provided with a discharge orifice, 
a wall arranged in the receptacle and sepa 
rating a portion of the liquid therein adja 
cent the discharge orifice from the main 
body of the liquid, a piston coöperating with 
the wall to discharge the liquid confined by 
it through said orifice and means actuated 

75 

by the afixing member for operating the 
piston. 

4. In a stamp affixer, the combination with 
a frame and an affixing member movable 
into and out of affixing position of a liquid 
receptacle provided with a discharge orifice 
located at the lower end of the side wall of 
the receptacle, a partition wall arranged in 
the latter above the orifice and near the bot 
tom of the receptacle to separate a portion 
of the liquid in the vicinity of the orifice 
from the main body of the liquid, a piston 
movable relatively to the side wall of the 
receptacle between the bottom of the latter 
and said partition wall and means actuated 
by the affixing member for operating the 
piston. 

5. In a stamp affixer, the combination with 
a reciprocatory plunger and means for posi 
tioning a stamp in front of the plunger, of a 
liquid receptacle having a discharge orifice, 
means for discharging the liquid through 
said orifice, a spring placed under tension by 
the movement of the plunger and operating 
when released to actuate the discharging 
means to expel the liquid. 

6. In a stamp affixer, the combization with 
a reciprocatory plunger and means for posi 
tioning a stamp in front of the plunger, of a 
liquid receptacle having a discharge orifice, 
means for discharging the liquid through 
said orifice, a spring for operating said 
means, and members forming a latch connec 
tion between the spring and plunger for 
placing said spring under tension during the 
movement of the plunger in one direction. 

7. In a stamp affixer, the combination with 
a reciprocatory plunger and means for posi 
tioning a stamp in front of the plunger, of a 
liquid receptacle having a discharge orifice, 
means for discharging the liquid through 
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said orifiee, a spring for operating said 
means, and eo6perating latch members on 
the spring and plunger respectively, for ten 
sion?ing and tripping the spring during the 
movement of the plunger in one direction. 
% In a stamp affixer, the combination with 

an'affixing member reciprocating in a yerti 
cal direction and means for positioning a 
stamp beneath the member, of a liquid cham 
ber having an orifice discharging in the path 
of said member, a piston movable horizor 
tally in the chamber relatively to the orifice 
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and operating cone?ions between the affix- ranged to be set by the member during its 
ing member and the piston for actuating the 
latter to eject liquid from the orifice upon 
movement of the former. 

9. In a stamp affixer, the combination with 
a frame ha ving an apertured base and a re 
ciprocating affixing unenber passing into 
said aperture when in affixing position, of a 
liquid receptacle mounted in the frame at 
one side of the affixing member and having 
an orifice discharging into the path of said 
member, a stamp container and guideway 

5 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

60 

for directing stamps into the path of the 
affixing member and mounted on the frame 
at the other side of said member, means for 
feeding stamps along the guideway and 
means for ejecting liquid from the recep 
tacle during the movement of the affixing 
member. 

10. In a portable stamp affixer, the combi 
nation with a frame having a base provided 
with an aperture, a vertically reciprocating 
shaft guided centrally in the frame having 
an affixing member therein passing into said 
aperture when in affixing position, and a liq 
uid receptacle mounted in the frame at one 
side of the affixing member having a dis 
charge orifice and provided with a piston, 
of a stamp container and a guideway lo 
cated ät the other. side of the afixing mem 
ber, feeding devices at one side of the affix 
ing member coöperating with stamps in the 
guideway and means at the other side of 
said affixing member for operating the 
piston. 

11. In a stamp affixer, the combination with 
a frame, a liquid receptacle therein having 
a discharge orifice and an affixing member 
guided on the frame and reciprocating past 
said receptacle, of a piston operating in the 
latter, a spring connected to the piston hav 
ing a part adapted to be engaged by the 
member to place the spring under tension 
during the movement of the member in one 
direction, and release said spring before the 
affixing member reaches the limit of its 
movement and means for projecting a 
stamp in advance of the affixing member. 

12. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, and a movable affixing mem 
ber guided on the frame, of a liquid cham 
ber having a discharge orifice, a piston co 
operating with the latter, a spring for op 
erating it in one direction provided with a 
part coöperating with the affixing member 
for placing the spring under tension and 
releasing it and means for positioning a 
stamp in the path of the affixing member. 

13. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, and an affixing member 
guided on the frame and movable into and 
out of affixing position, of a liquid cham 
ber having a discharge orifice, a piston co 

65 operating with the latter and an operating member cnnnected to the piston and ar 

movement into affixing position and re 
leased before said member reaches its limit 
of movement and devices for positioning a 
stamp in front of the affixing member. 

14. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a liquid chamber therein 
having a discharge orifice and a plunger 
guided on the frame and reciprocating past 
the chamber, of a piston arranged in the 
chamber, a leaf spriag located exteriorly 
thereof and connected to the piston and 
having a projection thereon, a latch on the 
plunger coöperating with the projection to 
compress the spring during the movement of 
the plunger in one direction, and devices 
for projecting a stamp in the path of the 
plunger. 

15. In a stampe affixer, the combination 
with a movable affixing member and means 
for positioning a stamp in front of it, of a 
liquid receptacle provided with an outlet 
orifice, a piston located within the recep 
tacle and a yielding member holding the 
piston in a position to normally close the 
orifice, said member coöperating with the 
affixing member to retract the piston and 
release it to expel liquid from the orifice. 

16. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a movable affixing member and means 
for positioning a stamp in front of it, of a 
liquid receptacle, a piston chamber therein 
and an outlet orifice leading therefrom, a 
piston arranged in the chamber and nor 
mally closing the orifice and operating con 
nections between the affixing member and 
piston for reciprocating the latter in its 
chamber. 

17. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a movable affixing member and a stamp 
guide maintaining a stamp strip in flat con 
dition throughout its length and having a 
throat provided with an upwardly project 
ing surface at its center coöperating with 
the extremity of the stamp strip to warp 
only the outermost stamp as it is projected 
from the guide, of means for feeding a 
stamp strip along the guide and over said 
surface into the path of the affixing member. 

18. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a movable affixing member, a stamp 
guide and a raised surface at its extremity 
adapted to warp a stamp by arching it up 
wardly as it is discharged from the guide. 
of means for feeding a stamp along the 
guide and projecting it into affixing posi 
tion in front of the affixing member. 

19. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a movable affixing member 
guided therein, a removable stamp holder 
fitted in the frame comprising a guide hav 
ing at its extremity a warping surface 
adapted to curve a stamp transversely as it 
emerges from the guide, of means for ad 
vancing stamps successively along the gide 
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into a position in front of the raffixing mem 
3. 

f. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
vi a frame, a movable affixing member 

5 guicid therein, a removable stamp holder 
secured to the frame and a stamp guide way 
leading therefrom having a curved extrem 
ity discharging into the path of the mem 
ber, said extremity being provided with a 

10 warping surface adapted to curve a stamp 
transversely, of means for feeding stamps 
along said guide into position in front of 
the affixing member. 

21. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
15 with a frame, a movable affixing member 

guided therein, a stamp container located at 
one side of the member and a downwardly 
extending stamp guide leading therefrom 
having a straight portion and provided at 

20 its extremity with a laterally curved end 
opening at one side of the path of the affix 
ing member, of reciprocating feeding de 
vices coöperating with the straight portion 
of the guide way and engaging the stamps 25 therein for advancing and successively pro 
jecting them into a position in front of said 
member. - 

22. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a movable affixing member 

30 guided therein and provided with a cutting 
edge, a coöperating utter on the frame, and 
a container detachably supported on the 
frame adapted to hold a rolled strip 
of stamps, of a guide way leading down 

35 wardly from the container having its open 
end terminating at the cutting bar and de 
vices for advancing the strip step by step 
to project its extremity into the path of the 
affixing member. 

40 23. In a starap affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a reciprocatory stamp affixer 
guided therein having a shearing edge, and 
a coöperating cutter on the frame having an 
angular shaped edge, of a removable con 

45 tainer mounted on the frame, a stamp guide 
way leading therefrom having its extremity 
located adjacent the cutter and provided 
with a warping surface adapted to curve a 
stamp transversely, and feeding devices 

50 adapted to move a stamp along the guide 
and project it into a position in front of the 
affixing member. 

24. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a reciprocatory stamp affixer 

55 guided therein having a shearing edge, and 
a coöperating cutter on the frame having an 
argular shaped edge, of a container mounted 
stamps, a guide way for said strip leading 

60 downwardly from the container and having 
its extremity curved laterally into juxtapo 
sition with the cutter and provided with a 

be moyed to clamp, the strip when the free 

25. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame comprising an apertured base 
and side pieces, a stamp affixer arranged 
between them and reciprocating toward and 
from the base and adapted to be projected to 
through the aperture therein, of a container 
for a strip of stamps arranged between the 
side pieces and located above the affixer, a stamp guide way leading downwardly from 
the container and having its open end lo- 75. 
cated adjacent the base of the frame and at 
one side of the path of the affixing member 
said container and guideway being remov 
ably mounted on the frame, and feeding de 
vices for advancing a stamp strip along the 80 guide way. 

26. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame comprising an apertured base 
and side pieces, a stamp affixing member ar 
ranged between them and reciprocating to- 85 
ward and from the base and adapted to be 
projected through the aperture therein, of 
a container for a strip of stamps, a guide 
way leading therefrom, said guideway and 
container comprising a unit detachable from 90 
the frame and mounted thereon at one side 
of the affixing member, a liquid receptacle 
arranged between the side pieces of the 
frame at the other side of the affixing mem 
ber, means for feeding stamps along the 95 
guideway and projecting them into the path 
of the affixing member from a point located 
at one side of said path and means for eject 
ing liquid from the receptacle in front of 
the projected stamp from a point at the op- 100 
posite side of said affixing member. 

27. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a container adapted to hold a strip of stamps, a guide way leading therefrom hav 
ing a laterally curved extremity, and com- 15 
| st?? a stationary portion, a movable mem per riding on the strip passing along the 
guide and adapted to be actuated to clamp 
said strip against the stationary part of the 
guide when an attempt is made to withdraw llo 
it from the outer end thereof, of means fou 
feeding a stamp strip along the guide and 
an affixing member coöperating thergwith. 

28. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a container adapted to hold a strip of 115 
stamps, a guide way leading therefrom hav- . 
ing a curved extremity and a yieldingly sup 
ported member resting. against the curved 
portion of the stamp strip and adapted to 20 
end of the latter is drawn forwardly, of 
means for advancing a strip along the guide on the frame adapted to hold a strip of way and an affixing member adapted to co 
operate therewith. 

29. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a holder adapted to contain a strip of 
stamps, a guide way leading therefrom hav 
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central portion raised above its edges and ing an extremity for projecting the end of means for advancing the stamp strip by suc 
cessive steps in the guide way. the strip laterally and a yieldingly support 

ed clamping member extending lengthwise 80 
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of the guide way and having a portion 
adapted to be moved by displacement of the 
strip relatively to the guide, of means en 
gaging the strip in the guide for advancing 
it longitudinally therein, and an affixin 
anember adapted to coöperate with sai 
means and with the end of the strip. 

30. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a reciprocating affixing member, a con 
tainer for holding a strip of stamps and a 
stamp guide way leading therefrom having 
a carved extremity opening at one side of 
the path of the member, of a yieldingly sup 
ported clamping member extending along 
the glide way and capable of being rocked 
to throw one end into engagement with the 
guide and means operated by the movement 
of the affixing member in one direction for 
advancing the stamp strip. 4. 

31. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with an affixing member, a holder adapted 
to contain a perforated strip of stamps and 
a guide way leading therefrom having a 
curved extremity opening at one side of the 
path of the member, of a projection extend 
ing into the guide way and located in a po 
sition to engage one of the perforations in 
the stamp strip when said strip is displaced 
laterally of the guide and means for ad 
vancing said strip along the guide. . 

32. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with an affixing member, a holder adapted 
to contain a perforated strip of stamps and 
a guide way leading therefrom having a 
curved extremity opening at one side of the path of the member, said way comprising 
an outer stationary portion and an inner 
yielding portion, of a F: located relatively to the way and adapted to enter 
one of the perforations of the strip when the said strip is displaced by drawing it for 
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wardly against the yielding portion of the 
way and means for advancing said strip 
along the guide way. - 

33. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with an affixing member, a holder adapted 
to contain a perforated strip of stamps and 
a guide way leading therefrom having a 
curved extremity opening at one side of the path of the member, said way comprising 
a stationary back extending around the out 
side of the curve and a movable yieldingly 
supported front piece extending around the 
inside of the curve of a stop finger extend 
ing into the guide and adapted to coöperate 
with the perforations in the strip to arrest 
it when said strip is displaced laterally in 
tle guide way, and means for feeding said 
strip along the guide way. 

34. In a stanup affixer, the combination 
with an affixing member, a holder adapted 
te contain a strip of stamps and a guide way 
catling the refrom. comprising a stationary 
tack and - frint piece wieldingly supported, 
said hack and fit inf pieces being curved at 
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the extremity of the guide way to direct the 
stamp strip across the path of the affixing 
member, ? a stationary pin projecting into 
the guide way adapted to engage with the 
stamp strip and cooperating with said yield 
ing front piece to prevent the withdrawal 
of the strip when it is displaced laterally of 
the guide and means for advancing the strip 
along the guide way. 

35. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a reciprocatory affixing men 
her guided therein, a stamp container, and a guideway leading downwardly therefrom 
parallel to the direction of movement of the 
affixing member, of feeding fingers carried 
by said member and extending into the 
guideway. 

36. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a reciprocatory affixing mem 
ber guided therein, and a stamp guideway 
having a portion extending parallel to the 
direction of movement of the member and 
a laterally curving extremity discharging 
into the path of said member, of a stamp 
feeding device mounted on the affixing mem. 
ber and reciprocating therewith and extend 
ing into the guideway. 

37. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a reciprocatory affixing mem 
ber guided thereif, and a container adapted 
to hold a strip of stamps having a guide 
way leading therefrom of a movable car riage having a feeding finger adapted to co 
operate with the strip in the guide, a locking 
device between the affixing member and car 
riage, and a trip on the frame for disengag 
ing said device, 38. In?,a stamp afixer, the combination 
with a fra?me, a reciprocatory affixing mem 
ber guided therein, and a holder for con taining a strip of stamps having a guide way leading therefrom, of a carriage guided 
on the member and movable independently 
thereof having a feeding finger coöperating 
with the strip in the guide way, a locking 
device between the carriage and member and 
a trip on the frame for disengaging it when 
the finger has advanced the strip a prede 
termined distance. 

39. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a reciprocatory affixing mem 
ber guided on the frame having a cutting 
edge, a o cutter om the i frame, coöperating 
therewith and a holder for stamp strips 
having a guide way leading therefrom to 
the cutter, of a carriage carried on and mov 
able independently of the affixing member having a feeding finger engaging the strip 
in the guide, a locking device between the 
latter and the carriage and a trip on the frame arranged to disengage said device 
previous to the engagement of the affixing 
member and cutter. - - - 

40. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, an affixing. member guided 
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therein comprising a reciprocatory shaft and 
a head, a cutter on the frame coöperating 
with the head and a holder for a strip of 
stamps having a guide way leading there 
from to the cutter, of a carriage supported 
on the shaft, a feeding finger on the car 
riage adapted to engage the stamp strip in 
the guide, a locking device between the car 
riage and affixing member, and a trip on the 
frame for disengaging said lock when the 
stamp strip has been fed forward a prede 
termined distance. 

41. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a shaft, angular in cross sec 
tion, reciprocating in the frame having a 
head at its lower end, a receptacle adapted 
to receive...a strip of stamps and a guide way 
for the latter having its discharge end lo 
cated at one side of the path of movement 
of the head, of a carriage guided on the 
shaft, a feeding finger on the carriage pro 
jecting into the guide way, a locking device 
on the carriage coöperating with the shaft, 
and a stop on the frame coöperating with 
the locking device to release the carriage 
from the shaft at a predetermined point in 
the movement of the latter in one direction. 

42. In a. stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a removable stamp holder 
having a stamp guide way, stamp feeding 
devices comprising a reciprocatory carriage 
and a reciprocatory stamp affixing member, 
of a locking device between the carriage and 
member operating to lock the member in 
operated position when the carriage is re 
tracted in its inoperative position. 

43. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a removable stamp holder 
having a stamp guide way, stamp feeding 
devices coöperating with the guide way and 
comprising a reciprocatory carriage and a 
reciprocatory stamp affixing member, of a 

45 

50 

locking device capable of being released only 
when the stamp holder is displaced rela 
tively to the frame, said device being 
adapted to secure the carriage and member 
at the limits of their movement in opposite 
directions. a 

44. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a reciprocatory affixing mem 
ber guided therein a reciprocatory carriage 
and a device for locking the member and 
carriage together at their limits of move 
ment in opposite directions relatively to 

55 

80 

65 a carriage motinted on the shaft and a locks 

each other, of a stamp holder embodying a 
guide way movably mounted on the frame 
and normally rendering the locking device 
inaccessible, a feeding member on the car 
riage adapted to coöperate with the guide 
way when the carriage and member are un 
locked. 

45. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a reciprocatory affixing mem 
ber comprising a shaft guided in the frame, 
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ing device coöperating with the shaft and 
carriage to secure them together when the 
former is projected and the latter is re 
tracted relatively to the frame of a stamp 
holder embodying a guide movably mounted 
on the frame and normally rendering said 
locking device inaccessible, a stamp feeding 
member on, the carriage coöperating, with 
the guide when the carriage is unlocked, and 
means, operated exteriorly of the frame for retaining the carriage in its inoperative posi 
tion while the shaft is projected into locking 
position. - 

46. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, an affixing member compris 
ing a reciprocatory shaft guided in the 
frame provided with locking notches, a re 
ciprocatory carriage and a pawl thereon 
adapted to engage one of the notches to 
cause the carriage to be reciprocated with 
the shaft and to coöperate with the other 
notch to lock the SEE and carriage at the 
extremities of their movement in opposite 
directions, of a holder for stamp strips and 
means on the carriage for feeding stamps 
from the holder. 

47. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a reciprocatory shaft guided 
therein having a head and provided with 
spaced notches, a cutter coöperating with the 
head and a carriage movably mounted on 
the shaft, of a pawl on the carriage coöper 
ating with one of the notches to cause the 
carriage to move with the shaft, a stop on 
the frame coöperating with the pawl to dis 
engage it when the head moves into engage 
ment with the cutter, said 
with the other notch to hold the shaft pro 
jected and the carriage retracted, a holder 
for a strip of stamps having a guide way 
for delivering said strips into position rela 
tively to the cutter movable relatively to the 
frame and normally rendering the pawl in 
accessible, and feeding devices on the car 
riage for advancing a stamp strip along the 
guide way. 

48. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, having apertured bottom and 
top portions, a reciprocating shaft project 
ing out of the top and provided at its lower 
end with a head operating through the bot 
tom, a reciprocatory carriage, arranged in 
the frame, a locking member for securin 
the carriage to the shaft mounted on oneo 
sail parts and coöperating with the other in 
two positions, first to cause the carriage to 
reciprocate with the shaft and second to lock 
the shaft when the carriage is in retracted 
position and the shaft projected with its 
head located in the aperture of the frame 
bottom, a stationary projection for tripping 
the member during the projecting movement 
of the shaft when said member is in the 
first mentioned position, a device operable 
from the exterior of the frame to retain the 
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carriage and allow the 
independently thereof, a stamp holder mov 
able relatively to the frame and normally 
rendering the locking member inaccessible 
and devices on the carriage for feeding 
stamps from the holder. 

49. In a stamp affixer, the combination 

shaft to be projected 

with a frame, a reciprocating affixing mem 
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ber, and stamp feeding mechanism, of a 
holder adapted to contain a strip of stamps, 
and a stamp guide way leading therefrom 
said holder and guide way being capable of 
displacement on the frame to permit access 
to the interior of the holder, and a lock for 
retaining said parts in operative position on 
the frame. 

50. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a reriprocating affixing mem 
ber, and stamp feeding mechanism, of a 
holder adapted to contain a strip of stamps 
and having a guide way, said holder having 
an open side and being detachably mounted 
on the frame in a position to prevent access 
to its interior and a lock for securing the 
holder in operative position on the frame. 

51. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame, a reciprocating affixing mem 
ber, and stanp feeding mechanism, of a 
holder adapted to contain a strip of stamps, 
comprising a ring haying a guideway lead 
ing therefron), said ring and guide way be 
ing detachably supported on the frame and 
a lock connected to said parts and compris 
ing a bolt adapted to coöperate with the 
frame for holding said parts in operative 
position thereon. 

52. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a frame having side pieces, a recipro 
catory affixing member and stamp feeding 
mechanish), of an open ring removably fit 
ted between the side pieces, a stamp guide 
attached to the ring and means for detach 
ably securing the ring and guide way within 
the frame. 

53. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a fraine having side pieces, a recipro 

- catory affixing member and stamp feeding 
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mechanisa. of a receptacle for stamps hav 
ing open sides which are closed by fitting 
the receptacle between the side pieces of the 
frame, a casing connected to the receptacle 
and a stamp guide way located therein and 
locking devices arranged in Said casing and 
comprising a bolt coöperating with the 
frame. 

54. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a reciprocatory affixing member and a 
stamp guitle way, of a stamp feeding mecha 
nism comprising a carriage and a feeding 
finger composed of a plurality of narrow 
blades each pivoted at one end to the car 
riage and having a shoulder, and a resilient 
Inember lying between the carriage and said 
shoulders. 

55. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
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with a reciprocatory affixer, a stamp guide 
way and a reciprocatory carriage, of a feed 
ing finger coöperating with the guide way 
composed of a plurality of narrow blades 
arranged side by side and pivoted to the car 
riage and a ?"esilient member common to ail 
the blades and engaging them at one side of 
their pivotal point and permitting them to 
yield independently of each other. 

56. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a reciprocatory affixer, a stamp guide 
Way and a reciprocating carriage, of a feed 
ing finger composed of a plurality of thin, 
rectangular blades arranged in sidewise en 
gagement, a pivot pin passing through them 
near one corner and connecting them to the 
carriage and a block of resilient material en 
gaging the ends of said blades in rear of the 
pin. 

57. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a stamp guideway, a reciprocatory 
affixing member, feeding mechanism coöper 
ating with the guide way, and detachable 
operating connections between the member and feeding mechanism of a registering de 
vice and operating connections between it 
and the feeding mechanism. 

58. In a stamp affixer, the combination with 
a frame, a stamp guide way, a reciprocatory 
affixing member ? a shaft and stamp 
feeding devices actuated by the member and 
comprising a sleeve carried on the shaft and 
a finger coöperating with the guide way to 
successively feed stamps therefrom, of a 
counter mounted on the frame and operating 
connections between the counter and sleeve 
for actuating the former to record the num 
ber of stamps fed through the guide way. 

59. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a stamp guide way having a discharge 
end, a feeding member coöperating with a strip of stamps to move it longitudinally of 
the guide way and an affixing member, of 
means coöperating with the stamp strip to 
arrest it when said strip is drawn forwardly 110 
in the guide way. 

60. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a stamp guide way, a movable stam 
affixing member and means coöperating wit 
a strip of stamps to push them along the 115 
guide way, of means for arresting the ad 
vancing movement of the stamp strip lo 
cated at one side of the path of movement 
of the strip, means in the guide way for de 
flecting the strip so that the latter when 120 
pulled in a forward direction will be drawn 
into engagement with the arresting member 
and when pushed along the guide will pass 
said member uninterruptedly. 

61. In a stamp affixer, the combination 125 
with a movable affixing member, a stamp 
guide way having an end located to dis 
charge stamps at one side of the path of said 
member, and a feeding member adapted to 
push a strip of stamps along said guideway l80 
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and to project its extremity, out of the dis- gaging the stamp strip to control its passage 
charge end thereof, said guide way compris 
ing a part shaped to curve the portion of the 
stamp striplying beyond the feeding mem 

5 ber so that it will be deflected from its nor malpath of movement when its extremity is 
pulled, of an arresting member positioned 
relatively to the guide to engage said strip 
when so deflected. 

10 62. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a movable affixing member, a stamp 
strip. guide way arranged to discharge 
stamps into the path of the affixing member 
said guide way ?? por 15 tion and a curved portion of a feeding de 
?ice ????????????????? with a stamp strip in the guide way to advance it therein, the curved 
portion of the guide way acting on said 
strip to curve it ???? its feeding move 

20 ment, a retaining member yieldingly hold 
ing the stamp strip in its curved position 
and adapted to permit it to be deflected from 
the guide when the strip is drawn forwardly 
independently of the action of the {:{{{ 25 device and means arranged relatively to sai 
guide way and adapted to engage the stamp 
strip to arrest its further feeding movement 
when said strip is deflected in the guide way. 

63. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
30 with a movable affixing member, a stamp 

strip guide way and mechanism for advanc 
inga stamp strip therethrough, said guide 
way having a portion adapted to impart a 
normal curve to a stamp strip and compris 

35 ing means for yieldingly holding said strip 
in its curved position while being advanced 
by the feeding members and allowing it to 
be deflected out of its normal position when pulled along the guideway, of an arresting 

40 member arranged adjacent the guideway 
around one side of which the carved portion 
of the strip passes when advanced by the 
feeding member and with which the stamp 
strip engages when deflected. 

43 64. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with an affixing member, a stamp strip guide 
way having a discharge end and provided 
with a portion adapted to impart a con 
tinuous normal curve in a stamp strip as the 

50 latter is advanced therethrough and mecha 
nism for feeding a strip of stamps along 
said guide way to eject its extremity there 
from, of an impaling pin situated relatively 
to the guide at the inner side of the nor 

50 Raally curved portion, a finger yieldingly 
holding said curved portion out of engage 
ment with the pin while said strip is being 
advanced by R feeding mechanism and 
adapted to move to permit said strip to en 

60 gage the pin when tension is applied to the 
free end of the strip. 

65. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a movable affixing member, a stamp 
strip channel and means for feeding a stamp 

65 strip therethrough, of tensioning means en 

through said channel, and a normally inop 
erative arresting element adapted to coöper 
ate with the stamp strip when a force is ap 
plied to the stamp strip sufficient to alter the 70 
normal position of said tensioning means. 

66. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with a movable affixing member, a stamp 
strip channel and means for feeding a stamp 
strip therethrough, of an arresting member 75 
adapted to coöperate with a stamp strip to 
prevent its movement in the channel when 
tension is applied to move said strip along 
the channel by means other than the action 
of said feeding means. ? 

67. In a stamp affixing machine, the com 
bination with an affixing member and means 
for feeding a stamp strip forwardly to de 
liver successive stamps into, operative posi 
tion in front of the affixing member, of an 85 
arresting member adapted to coöperate with 
the stamp strip to stop its movement, said 
member ?????? normally inoperative and 
adapted to be brought into action when ten 
sion is applied to move the stamp strip in- 90 
dependently of the feeding mechanism. 

68. In a stamp affixing machine, the com 
bination with a movable affixing member and 
means for feeding a stamp strip progres 
sively, of a guideway for Rois stamp 95 
strip in operative position relatively to said 
feeding means and directing its extremity 
into the path of the affixing member, said 
guideway being adapted to provide a free 
portion in the stamp strip capable of dis 
placement relatively to the guide and means 
adapted to engage the stamp strip when so 

00 

displaced to prevent further portions 
thereof from being projected from the 
guideway. r 

69. In a stamp affixing machine, the com 
bination with a movable affixing member, a 
stamp strip guideway for directing the end 
of the strip into the path of said member 
having a part providing a free portion in 
the stamp strip which may be displaced 
when tension is applied to the end of the 
stamp strip to draw it along the guideway, 
of means for feeding a stamp strip progres 
sively to successively project its end from 
the guideway and means adapted to coöper 
ate with the stamp strip to prevent its end 
from being R advanced when the 
stamp strip is so displaced. 

70. In a stamp affixing machine, the com 
bination with a movable affixing member, 
and means for feeding a stanp strip pro 
gressively, of a guideway for holding a stamp 
strip in operative position relatively to said 
feeding means and directing its extremity 
into the path of the affixing member having 
a part providing a free portion of the stamp 
strip, in advance of the feeding means, 
which may be displaced when tension is ap 
plied to the end of the strip, means adapted 18. 
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to coöperate with the stamp strip when the with an affixing member, a feeding device 
latter is so displaced to bold it in displaced and a stamp strip guideway comprising a 
position and prevent its being projected backing having a laterally curved entil 
from the guideway. 

1. In a stamp affixing machine, the com 
bination with a reciprocatory affixing mem 
ber and feeding device and a stamp strip 
guideway for holding a stamp strip in op 
erative position relatively to the feeding de 
vice and directing its extremity into the 
path of the aflixing lulember, said guide Way 
having a part providing a free portion of 
tle stamp strip capable of displacement 
when tension is applied to the end of the 
strip, of means ei öperating with the free 
portion of the strip to hold it in normal 
isition during the action of the feeding 
le vice, and means adaptel to coöperate with 
sail free portion of the strip when the latter 
is displaced and to hold it in displaced posi 
t i 1. 

72. In a stamp affixing machine, the com 
bination with a reciprocatory affixing member 
a tid feeding device and a stamp strip guide 
way for holding a stamp strip in operative 
position relatively to the feeding device and 
clirecting its extremity into the path of 
the affixing member, said guideway hav 
ing a part providing a free portion of the 
stanmp strip capable of displacement rela 
tively to the guideway when tension is ap 
plied to the end of the strip, of means adapt 
ed to coöperate with the free portion of the 
strip when so displaced to prevent its ex 
tre inity from being ü????????????? by the action 
of the feeding device, and yielding members 
coöperating with the stamp Strip to nor 
inally hold its free portion in normal posi 
tion relatively to the guide during its ad 
vancement by said feeding device. 

73. In a stamp affixer the combination 

around which the stamp strip is projected 
providing a portion of the stamp strip which 
is free to be displaced when tension is ap 
plied to said strip, of a brakeshoe yieldingly 
supported and capable of tilting relatively 
to the backing and having an end arranged 
relatively to the curved portion of the back 
ing adapted to be moved when the stamp 
strip is placed under tension to tilt its other 
end to clamp the stamp strip against the 
lacking. 

74. In a stam) affixer the conubination 
with a frame, a reciprocatory shaft, an affix 
ing member thereon. and a reciprocatory 
stanp strip feeding mechanism, of a latch 
inember connecting the feeding mechanism 
and affixing member for moving the former 
with the latter, a stop for arresting the feed 
ing device, said latch being adapted to yield 
to disconnect said parts and permit the in 
dependent movement of the affixing member. 

75. In a stamp affixer, the combination 
with an affixing member and a stamp Strip 
feeding device. said member and device be 
ing a??pted to reciprocate together in the 
same direction, of a latch connecting them, 
a stop coöperating with the feeding device 
to limit its movement in one direction, said 
latch being adapted to yield automatically 
to disconnect said parts and permit the 
continued movement of the affixing member 
and a spring for returning the latter to its 
normal position with the feeding device. 

WILLIAM F. SCHWELGER. 
BENNETT D. STRAIGHT. 

VWitnesses: 
G. WiLLARD RICH, 
M. I. ST. HELENs. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 
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