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(57) Abstract: One aspect of this control method involves: using an optical microscope to vary the positional relationship
in the vertical direction between an object and the focal position of the optical microscope and capture a plurality of images
of the object; acquiring focus information about the object on the basis of the results of the imaging; associating a first
image of the object with the focus information; and controlling the positional relationship in the vertical direction between
the object and the focal position of an electron microscope on the basis of the focus information that corresponds to a
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designated portion of the object in the first image and acquiring an electron microscope image that includes said portion
of the object.
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