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This invention relates to a paperboard packet and, more 
particularly to an envelope-like packet that is capable of 
standing upright for purposes of maximum label display. 
With respect to many items which are consumed in 

small quantities, such as spices, seasonings and the like, 
it is desirable to package them in small enevelopes or 
packets, rather than more costly and difficult to handle 
cartons or bottles. However, the packets of this type are 
normally not conveniently arranged on a grocery shelf 
and they will not stand upright without the provision of 
special racks or containers. Consequently, since it is 
difficult to arrange such packets so that their labels are 
prominently displayed to attract attention, many mer 
chandisers have had to resort to more expensive pack 
aging means. 

It is, therefore an object of this invention to provide an 
envelope-like packet that is self-supporting. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
packet that can be stood upright. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide an 
envelope-like packet that can be collapsed to a flat, com 
pact form prior to filling. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a car 
ton packet that is easily stored and simple and economi 
cal to erect and fill. 

In carrying out this invention, I provide an envelope 
like packet which, prior to filling, is of flat, rectangular 
configuration and open at just one end. The opposing, 
wall-forming panels are joined by a fold line along the 
closed end and by a first pair of fold lines along oppo 
site sides. A second pair of fold lines is formed in each 
panel beginning from laterally spaced points at the open 
end to diverge toward the closed end and merge with the 
first pair of side fold lines. Two pairs of closure flaps 
extend from the open end of the packet where they are 
separated along the second pairs of fold lines. When the 
sides of the collapsed packet are compressed the open end 
of the packet expands by folding outward along the sec 
ond pair of fold lines. The resultant packet has generally 
triangular side panels defined by the converging fold lines, 
and generally trapezoidal front and rear panels forming 
together a rectangular opening with closure flaps extend 
ing from the bases of the trapezoidal and triangular panels. 
When the packet is filled, the closure flaps are folded to 
ward each other and sealed to form a flat surface that 
functions as a supporting bottom on which the packet 
may stand erect. 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will be 
come apparent from the specification following when read 
in conjunction with accompanying drawings wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a carton blank embodying 

features of this invention; 
FIG. 2 is a view in perspective showing the packet 

blank of FIG. 1 of partially assembled form; 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the complete packet blank in 

collapsed form prior to filling; 
FIG. 4 is a view in perspective showing the packet 

blank open for filling; and 
FIG. 5 is a view in perspective showing the packet as 

it would be displayed supported on its bottom surface. 
Referring now more particularly to FIG. 1, the carton 

blank it may be cut from a single sheet of semi-rigid 
material such as fiberboard or the like and scored, as by 
means of a fixed die, to form a plurality of panels. First, 
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the blank includes a pair of front and rear display wall 
panels 12 and 14 which are hingedly connected along the 
score line 16 and a first pair of closure flaps 18 and 20 
hingedly connected to the ends of the main panels 12 
and 14 along score lines 22 and 24. The main display 
panels are of generally trapezoidal configuration although 
the side edges of each preferably follow a smooth curve 
to converge from the score line 16 connecting them to the 
width of the closure flaps 18 and 20 of their free ends. 
The side edges 26 of one of the main panels 4 are free, 
having been cut as part of the outline of the blank 10. 
The side edges of the other panel 12 are formed by score 
lines 28 along which generally triangular side wall panels 
30 hingedly connected to the main panel 12. The side 
panels 30 have diverging opposite edges of the same curved 
configuration formed also by score lines 32. A second 
pair of closure flaps 34 hingedly connected along score 
lines 36 extend from the bases of triangular side panels 
30. A second pair of primary score lines 38 extend per 
pendicularly from the bottom score line 16 to divide the 
side panels 30 Symmetrically and to form a rectangular 
panel with the bottom score line 16. Finally, extending 
from the score lines 38 and the outside of the side panels 
are a pair of attachment strips 40. After the carton is 
cut and scored, it is delivered to a suitaile adhesive apply 
ing mechanism wherein glue is applied at 42 and 44 to cer 
tain of the opposing closure flaps and to either the side 
edges of the main panel 14 or the attachment strips 40. 

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 3 the assembly of the 
carton will become readily apparent and is accomplished 
by folding the connector flaps and the side panels along 
the primary score lines 38 and folding the opposite front 
wall 14 upwardly to attach it adhesively to the inwardly 
extending attachment strips 40 to form the compact, gen 
erally rectangular envelope shown in FIG. 3. 
When it is desired to fill the packet, it is merely neces 

Sary to compress the opposite edges at the upper portion 
so that bellows-like side panels fold inwardly into a sin 
gle plane, thereby expanding the opening 46 to rectangu 
lar configuration formed by the bases 36 of the triangular 
side panels 30 and the inner sides 22, 24 of the trapezoidal 
main display panels. 
When the packet is filled the closure flaps 18, 20 and 

34 may be folded inwardly and sealed together so that 
the triangular configuration of the side panels 30 is made 
permanent. As so formed, the packet forms a very stable 
display packet with the contents providing a center of 
gravity Well within the area of the bottom panel 48. Thus, 
the packet may be stored on its bottom panel with the 
label 50 in full view. 
While this invention has been described in connection 

with preferred embodiment thereof, it is obvious that 
modification and changes therein may be made by those 
skilled in the art without departing from the spirit and 
scope of this invention as defined by the claims appended 
hereto. 

Having described my invention, I claim: 
1. A packet formed of paperboard or the like com 

priS1ng: 
a pair of generally trapezoidal upright front and rear 
main wall panels connected together by a single fold 
line along their upper ends, 

a pair of generally triangular side panels each con 
nected by fold lines from said single fold line along 
downwardly diverging sides thereof to said main wall 
panels, and 

a generally rectangular bottom formed by flaps con 
nected along fold lines to the bases of said trapezoidal 
main wall panels and said triangular side panels and 
Secured together in overlapped relationship. 

2. A collapsible packet of paperboard or the like com prising: 
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a pair of generally trapezoid main wall-forming panels 
hingedly connected at one end along a first fold line 
forming the longer base of the trapezoidal config 
uration, 

a pair of generally triangular side wall-forming panels 
interconnecting opposing side edges of said generally 
trapezoidal panels, and 

means forming a pair of generally parallel score lines, 
one in each of said generally triangular panels inter 
mediate the side edges thereof but merging there 
with and with said opposing side edges at said one 
end, 

said generally triangular panels being folded inward 
along said score lines in collapsed condition and gen 
erally planar in erected position. 

3. The collapsible packet defined by claim 2 including: 
first and second pairs of opposing closure flaps extend 

ing respectively from the bases of said trapezoidal 
and said triangular panels at the other ends thereof, 

said closure flaps being of substantially the widths of 
the corresponding bases, 

said parallel score lines being extended to the free ends 
of said second pair of closure flaps and intermediate 
the edges thereof. 

4. A packet blank comprising: 
a closure flap, a pair of main Wall panels, and a Sec 
ond closure flap hingedly connected in tandem, 

said main wall panels each being of generally trapezoi 
dal configuration with the side edges thereof con 
verging from the hinged connection between them to 
the width of the closure flaps at the end thereof, 

a pair of generally triangular side wall panels hingedly 
connected along opposite sides of one of said main 
Wall panels, and 

attachment strips hingedly connected on the outside of 
said side wall panels for attachment thereof to the 
other of said main wall panels. 

5. A packet blank comprising: 
a pair of main wall panels of generally trapezoidal con 

figuration hingedly connected along a first fold line, 
the side edges of said main wall panels converging 

from said first fold line to end edges of reduced width, 
a first closure flap of said reduced width on the end 

edge of at least one of said main panels, 
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4. 
a first generally triangular side wall panel hingedly 

connected along one of a first pair of side edges of 
said main wall panels, 

a first attachment strip hingedly connected on the 
outside of said first side wall panel for attachment 
thereof to the other of said first pair of side edges 
of said main wall panels, 

a second generally triangular side wall panel hingedly 
connected along one of the second pair of side edges 
of said main wail panels, and 

a second attachment strip hingedly connected on the 
outside of said second side wall panel for attachment 
thereof to the other of said second pair of side edges 
of said main wall panels. 

6. The packet blank defined by claim 5 including: 
means forming a pair of generally parallel score lines, 

one in each of said generally triangular side wall 
panels intermediate the side edges thereof. 

7. The packet blank defined by claim 5 wherein: 
said first and second side wall panels are hingedly con 

nected along opposite sides of the same main wall 
panel. 

8. The packet blank defined by claim 5 including: 
a complementary closure flap on at least one of said 

side wall panels for attachment to said first closure 
flap. 
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