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(57) ABSTRACT 
Multipurpose flat bandage has a cover layer of gener 
ally rectangular shape. The cover layer has pressure 
sensitive adhesive on the front thereof and a bandage 
pad secured thereto. The bandage pad is positioned on 
the adhesive front of the cover layer and leaves adhe 
sive exposed around most of the periphery. The cover 
layer and bandage pad have a tab extending outward 
beyond the body of the cover layer so that the tab can 
be employed as a bandage lifter when it is employed 
as a flat bandage and can be employed as an end 
cover when the bandage is employed as a finger cot. 

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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MULTIPURPOSE FLAT BANDAGE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention is directed to a multipurpose flat ban 

dage, and particularly a bandage which can be em 
ployed both as a flat bandage and as a finger cot. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Bandages have been used since time immemorial. 

Textile fabrics have served as the principal pad or 
wound-engaging portion of a bandage since their incep 
tion. However, even prior to the existence of textile 
fabrics, mosses and other soft, natural materials were 
applied to wounds as padding and dressing therefor. 
Even today, for some purposes and in some areas, such 
natural materials are employed as bandages. 
With the development of pressure-sensitive adhe 

sives, composite bandages have been developed. These 
composite bandages comprise a cover layer which 
carries pressure-sensitive adhesive thereon and, over a 
portion of this cover layer, a bandage pad is secured. 
A backing slip sheet covers the bandage pad and the 
adhesive layer to maintain the cleanliness of the ban 
dage pad and the stickiness of the pressure-sensitive ad 
hesive. 
Furthermore, in recent years, many shapes of such 

bandages have been produced to suit particular needs. 
Thus, many special-purpose configurations are avail 
able, each suiting a particular bandage shape to a par 
ticular purpose by previously unobvious means. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In order to aid in the understanding of this invention, 
it can be stated in essentially summary from that it is 
directed to a multipurpose flat bandage. The multipur 
pose flat bandage comprises a cover layer having adhe 
sive on the front thereof, at least adjacent the edges. A 
bandage pad is positioned on the front thereof, leaving 
some of the adhesive around the edges exposed. The 
bandage pad has a tab extending beyond the edge of 
the cover layer for use in lifting the bandage, when it 
is employed as a flat bandage, and for use in forming 
the flat bandage into a finger cot. 

It is thus an object of this invention to provide a mul 
tipurpose flat bandage which is useful for several differ 
ent purposes and is specially adapted for use for several 
purposes, without reduction of function for each indi 
vidual purpose. It is another object to provide a multi 
purpose flat bandage which can be used as a flat ban 
dage and having a release tab to aid in the removal of 
the bandage, when such removal is desired. It is yet an 
other object to provide a flat bandage having a tab 
thereon which permits the flat bandage to be rolled and 
employed as a finger cot for the protection of one or 
more fingers or other digits. It is another object to pro 
vide a flat bandage which is formed of a front layer, 
having a bandage gauze pad thereon, with the bandage 
gauze pad extending in a tab beyond one edge of the 
front layer. 
The features of the present invention which are be 

lieved to be novel are set forth with particularity in the 
appended claims. The present invention, both as to its 
organization and manner of operation, together with 
further objects and advantages thereof, may best be un 
derstood by reference to the following description, 
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the bandage, showing 

the backing sheet partly broken away at the tab region 
and partly separated from the adhesive on the opposite 
corner region. 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view from the same aspect 

showing a step in applying the bandage to a finger. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view from the same aspect 

showing completion of the application of the bandage 
to a finger subsequent to the step shown in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged section taken generally along 

the line 4-4 of FIG. 3. 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the bandage showing 

an alternative arrangement of the bandage prior to use. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENT 

The entire bandage of this invention is illustrated in 
perspective view in FIGS. 1 and 5 and is generally indi 
cated at 10. Bandage 10 comprises cover layer 12 and 
a gauze bandage pad 14. Cover layer 12 is preferably 
of rectangular shape, with its main body defined by end 
edges 16 and 18 and side edges 20 and 22. Extending 
outwardly from these edges of the main body of the 
bandage is tab. 23. Tab 23 is formed integrally with 
cover layer 12. Its positioning, dimensioning, and func 
tion are described in more detail below. The corners of 
tab 23 are preferably rounded, as shown. 
Cover layer 12 is preferably of flexible, slightly 

stretchable, optionally perforated, sheet synthetic poly 
mer composition material. Its top serves as the exterior 
of the completed bandage and thus it is preferably of 
such material as to reject contamination. While perfo 
rations therein are helpful in maintaining a wound 
under the bandage in ventilated environment, such per 
forations permit the entry of water and contamination 
from the exterior. In general purpose usage, such perfo 
rations are preferred, but are not necessary in the pres 
ent flat bandage structure. The front of cover layer 12 
has pressure-sensitive adhesive 24 thereon, at least ad 
jacent the edges thereof. The pressure-sensitive adhe 
sive is of known character and permits the bandage 10 
to be adhered to the skin around the area to be ban 
daged, and/or adhered in part to the exterior 26 of 
cover layer 12 when the bandage is wrapped around a 
smaller portion of the anatomy. 
Bandage pad 14 is preferably a textile fabric bandage 

layer of known properties. These known properties in 
clude absorbency and resiliency to protect against exte 
rior pressure. Furthermore, the bandage pad should be 
sterilizable so that, when the bandage pad is placed 
against the skin, which may have a wounded area, it 
does not bring contamination to the area. The conven 
tional material for such bandage pads is usually called 
"gauze," and such bandage pads are often formed of 
woven cotton fabric, sometimes with a synthetic poly 
mer composition top layer to prevent adhesion be 
tween the wound and the bandage pad. The significant 
characteristic of the bandage 10 is the shape of ban 
dage pad 14. As seen in FIG. 1, the main body of gauze 
bandage pad is substantially rectangular and is of 
smaller dimension than cover layer 12. It has end edges 
28 and 30, as well as side edges 32 and 34. The pres 
sure-sensitive adhesive 24 is left exposed around the 
edges of gauze bandage pad 14. Additionally and most 
significantly, tab 36 extends outward beyond side edge 
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34 of the main body of bandage pad 14 and beyond side 
edge 22 of cover layer 12. Tab 36 has its end edge in 
line with and is a continuation of end edge 28. Tab 36 
extends to end 38. Its other edge 40 defines the extent 
of tab 36. In width, tab 36 is preferably slightly wider 
than a man's middle finger. In length, it is substantially 
equal to the thickness of that finger plus the length of 
its terminal bone. With these dimensions, the tab can 
be engaged over the end of the finger to protect it (see 
FIG. 2). 
Tab 36 is both the tab on the bandage pad and tab 23 

on the cover layer. It should be noted that the tab 23 
of the cover layer and the tab 36 are coextensive at the 
edges so that there is no exposed pressure-sensitive ad 
hesive around the edges of tab 36. 
Backing sheet 42 is laid over bandage 10 to be coex 

tensive with the edges 16, 18, 20 and 22 of cover layer 
12. In the organization of the bandage shown in FIG. 
1, the tab 36 extends outwardly from the edge of back 
ing sheet 42. Thus, entry under the backing sheet is 
permitted at the tab because, in that location, the back 
ing sheet is not adhesively secured to the bandage. 
Backing sheet 42 has the usual function of protecting 
the adhesive layer and keeping the gauze bandage pad 
clean. In the organization of the bandage shown in FIG. 
5, the tab 36 is folded in on a fold-line in line with side 
edge 22 and is positioned beneath backing sheet 42. 
This has several advantages: it protects the tab 36 
against dirt; it also protects tab 36 against damage; it 
provides a rectangular outline to the bandage 10 so that 
the bandage 10 can be conveniently packaged by stan 
dard packaging machinery and placed into standard 
packages. Furthermore, with the infolded tab 36, as 
shown in FIG. 5, removal of backing sheet 42 is facili 
tated because the backing sheet 42 is not adhesively se 
cured where tab 36 is infolded. Thus, entry beneath 
backing sheet 42 is permitted at that point. 
Backing sheet 42 need not have the usual split in the 

middle of it to aid in its removal. It can be a single back 
ing sheet substantially coextensive with the four edges 
of cover layer 12. The reason for this is that, with the 
cover layer 42 in place, the cover layer is not adhe 
sively attached at tab 36. Either in the mode of FIG. 1 
or the mode of FIG. 5, there is no adhesive attachment 
at the tab. Thus, this adjacent edge of the cover sheet 
at the tab can be engaged so that the entire cover sheet 
can be lifted away. In this way, there is economy in 
cover sheet-applying machinery and ease in removal, 
because the cover sheet is unitary. 

In use, when bandage 10 is used as a flat bandage, 
backing sheet 42 is removed to expose pressure 
sensitive adhesive 24, and the bandage is placed over 
the area to be covered in conventional way. Tab 36 ex 
tends outward from the bandage and is not adhesively 
secured. Therefore, when the bandage removal is de 
sired, tab 36 can be engaged to lift the corner of the 
bandage with a minimum of difficulty. In those cases 
where bandage 10 is too large for a particular place 
ment, it can be cut to a smaller size. The portion with 
the tab 36 attached can be readily removed by lifting 
on that tab. 

In further and principal use of the bandage 10, it is 
employed as a wrapping or cot for digits, preferably fin 
gers. In this use, backing sheet 42 is removed and the 
bandage is oriented with respect to the finger in the 
manner shown in FIG. 2. In this case, the finger is 
aligned with tab 36 and enters across side edge 20 of 
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4 
the bandage. The finger extends across the gauze ban 
dage pad 14 at least as far as side edge 22. Tab 36 is . 
folded up and around the finger so that its end 38 ex 
tends inwardly. Now, end edge 16 is wrapped up 
around the finger to engage and retain tab 36. Next, the 
balance of the bandage is wrapped around the finger. 
Finally, both ends of the bandage are pressed to fully 
engage the adhesive. 

if the full bandage is used on a single finger, there are 
several loose wraps around the finger, as illustrated in 
FIG. 3, to provide a soft, loose, bulky bandage for max 
imum finger protection. The adhesive 24 around the 
edges maintains the bandage in place as a finger cot as 
illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4. The length of the bandage 
from end edge 16 to end edge 18 is preferably sufficient 
that the bandage can be wrapped around two adjacent 
digits, holding them together. In this case, the tab 36, 
which is illustrated as being wider than necessary for a 
single digit, is shared over the two adjacent digits to 
protect them both. The bandage 10 can be left in place 
for as long as desired and can be easily removed and re 
placed by the user, because a minimum of bandaging 
experience is necessary for its satisfactory use. 
While particular embodiments of the present inven 

tion have been shown and described, it will be obvious 
to those skilled in the art that changes and modifica 
tions may be made without departing from this inven 
tion in its broader aspects and, therefore, the aim in the 
appended claims is to cover all such changes and modi 
fications as fall within the true spirit and scope of this 
invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A flat bandage comprising: 
a substantially rectangular cover layer having an ex 

terior surface and a front surface and having its 
main body defined by end edges and side edges; 

a rectangular bandage pad positioned against said 
front surface of said cover layer and having first, 
second, third and fourth edges, said bandage pad 
having a width between said first and third edges at 
least as great as that required to wrap completely 
around two digits, said cover layer extending be 
yond said bandage pad along said first, second and 
third edges and a portion of said fourth edge, pres 
sure-sensitive adhesive on that portion of said front 
surface which extends beyond said bandage pad so 
that said bandage can be secured; 

said bandage pad having a bandage pad tab portion 
extending past said fourth edge to form a bandage 
pad tab, said bandage pad tab having an edge 
aligned with said third edge of said bandage pad 
and width about equal to that of two digits, said tab 
width being less than one-third of said bandage pad 
width, said cover layer extending coextensively 
with said bandage pad tab. 

2. The bandage of claim 1 wherein: 
said bandage pad and said cover layer are folded in 

along a fold line substantially in line with said 
fourth edge, and 

including a backing sheet positioned over said in 
folded tab, said bandage pad and the front of said 
cover layer to provide a rectangular exterior con 
figuration defined by said edges to said bandage. 

3. A bandage comprising: 
a cover layer having first, second, third, and fourth 
edges defining a rectangular body of said bandage; 
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a bandage pad having first, second, third, and fourth 
edges positioned on said cover layer so that said 
edges of said bandage pad are spaced inward from 
the respective edges of said cover layer to expose 
a portion of the front of said cover layer adjacent 
said cover layer edges, at least a portion of the ex 
posed front of said cover layer having pressure 
sensitive adhesive thereon for adhesive attachment 
of said bandage to a substantially flat surface, the 
improvement comprising: 

a tab on said bandage pad extending beyond the body 
of said bandage pad at said fourth edge thereof, 
said tab extending beyond said fourth edge of said 
cover layer so that, when said bandage is applied to 
a substantially flat surface, said tab can be manu 
ally engaged to lift said tab and the adjacent por 
tions of said cover layer to aid in bandage removal; 

pressure-sensitive adhesive adhered to the entire 
front surface of said cover layer which is not cov 
ered by said bandage pad; 

said tab on said bandage pad is folded in over the 
body of said cover layer along a fold-line in line 
with said fourth edge of said cover layer; and 

a backing sheet substantially co-extensive with said 
first, second, third, and fourth edges of said cover 
layer, said backing sheet being positioned over the 
front of said cover layer, the infolded tab of said 
bandage pad and the body of said bandage pad, 

said backing sheet being adhesively secured to said 
cover layer by the adhesive adjacent the edges 
thereof except at the infolded bandage pad tab so 
that said backing sheet may be removed by engag 
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ing it at said infolded bandage pad tab. 

4. A flat bandage comprising: 
a substantially rectangular cover layer having an ex 

terior surface and a front surface and having its 
main body defined by end edges and side edges; 

a rectangular bandage pad positioned against said 
front surface of said cover layer and having first, 
second, third and fourth edges, said bandage pad 
having a width between said first and third edges at 
least as great as that required to wrap completely 
around two digits, said cover layer extending be 
yond said bandage pad along said first, second and 
third edges and a portion of said fourth edge, pres 
sure-sensitive adhesive on that portion of said front 
surface which extends beyond said bandage pad so 
that said bandage can be secured; 

said bandage pad having a bandage pad tab portion 
extending past said fourth edge to form a bandage 
pad tab, said bandage pad tab having an edge 
aligned with said third edge of said bandage pad 
and a width about equal to that of two digits, said 
cover layer extending coextensively with said ban 
dage pad tab, 

said bandage pad and said cover layer are folded in 
along a fold line substantially in line with said 
fourth edge; and 

a backing sheet positioned over said infolded tab, 
said bandage pad and the front of said cover layer 
to provide a rectangular exterior configuration de 
fined by said edges to said bandage. 
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