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This invention relates to an 1mpr0vement
in ornamental leader straps which conceal
the means employed for fastening the leader
to the house or building.
 Leaders are attached or secured to a house
or building in various ways, the different
methods empbyed causing the leader to be
positioned flat against the ‘wall or at various-
ly spaced relations therefrom.. Obviously,
these modes of attachment necessitates the
employment of ornamental concealing straps,
the loop or medial portion of which must vary
in ‘accordance with the different means of at-
tachment employed in the installation of the
leaders.

The invention, therefore, prlmarlly com-
prehends an ornamental leader strap which is
adjustable to meet with the various conditions
heretofore specified. More specifically the

invention comprehends an ornamental leader

strap in which the central leader embracing
portion is relatively adjustable with respect
to the feet and in which means is provided for
locking and maintaining the adjustment. As
a further feature, the invention contemplates
optional means for attaching the ornamental

‘leader strap in place which does not detract

from the appearance of the ornamental leader
strap when installed.

Other objects.of the invention reside in the
comparative simplicity of construction and
mode of adjustment of the leader strap, the
economy-with which the same may be pro-
duced and installed and the general efficiency
derived therefrom.

With the above recited and other objects in
view, reference is had to the following de-
seription and accompanying drawings, -in
which there is exhibited one example or em-
bodiment of the invention, while the claims
define the actual scope of the same.

Inthe drawing,—

Figure 1 is a front view of an ornamental
leader strap applied to the leader, a portion
being broken away to disclose the underlying
structure.

Figure 2 is a sectional plan view thereof
111ustrat1ncr the ornamental leader strap asso-
ciated with a leader attached in accordance
with one of the methods of installation.
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Figure 8 is a similar view 111Ustrat1ng the

ornamental .leader strap assocmted with a
leader attached by another mode of installa-
tion.

. Figure 4 is a fragmentary collectlve per-

: Qpectlve view of the elements of the leader

strap separated and in juxtaposition.-

Figure'5 isa.similar view 111ustrat1n0 the
clements connected and locked in a(husted
relation.

Referring to the dxawmvfs by characters
of leference A designates a. Jleader and Ban

ttaching element illustrated in Figures 1
“nrl which consists merely of a stnp of
metal embrfmno the leader A and anchored
to the building © by means of nails; screws
or other fast enmg devices D driven thr ougrh
the out-turned ends E of the strip. In I'ig-
ure 8, there is 1lluourated a different, mode

of ﬂttachmﬂ the leader A fo the building C
whicli consists of a md{ ho having a tine &
cmven into the building wall, the fork pai-

ially embracing the lea der and having  its
telmmals reversely bent to form hooks FL
A wall or other binding element I is attached
respectively. to the hooked termmals H and
serves to embrace the remaining portion of
the leader.

The ornamental leader strap constituting
the present invention and adapted merely

~for the purposs of covering or concealing the

fastening means which attach the leader to
the bulld:mrr wall includes a pair of outer
base sections designated gener ally by the ref-
erence character J and an intermediate sec-
tion designated generally by the reference
character K. The section X is adjustably
associated with the sections J so that the or-

‘namental strap is capable of adjustment to
it over the Isader and its attaching means

irrespective of whether the leader is directly

55

60

65

70

75

-

80

85

impinged against the building wall C or -

spaced therefrom any of the varying dis-

tances which are ordinarily met with in the
various installations employed. .In the em-
bodiment of the invention -illustrated, the
outer base sections J each include a foot 10
and aleg 11 disposed. at an angle thereto, the
foot and base being of substantia ally chqnnel
shape in cross section. As specifically illus-
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trated, the foot 10 has its flanges provided
with extensions 12 extending beyond the re-
mainder of the body portion while the leg
11 is provided with similar flange extensions
13 embracing the flange extensions 12. The
leg portion is further provided with an ear
14 disposed at an angle to and overlying the
bedv portion of the foot with a tab 15 ex-
tended through a slot 16 in the foot and re-
versely hent to hold the foot and leg in as-
sembled relation. Adjacent the free end of

the leo: the flanges 17 thereof are provided

with Ines 18 which are bent inwardly to over-
lie the flanges while disposed in spaced par-
allel relation thereto.

The intermediate sectioh K is also of chan-
nel shape construction in cross section and
is provided .with a bight portion 19 and a
pair of leg portions 20 which are adapted
to telescopically fit the leg portions 11 of the

_outer or base sections, the flanges 21 of the

leg portions fitting within the flanges 17 of
the leg portiens 11 with the inturned lugs
18 embracing the same. The flanges 21 are
slotted inwardly from their free ends as at
22 to provide a bendable tongue 23 which
after the sections have been properly ad-

justed to coincide with the leader installa-

tion, are reversely bent as clearly illustrated
in Figure 5, to retain the sections in adjusted
relation. In manv instances, the ornamental
strap is soldered in place on the leader,
whereas in other instances the ornamental
strap is retained in place by nail, screw or
other fastening device illustrated at L. In
such instances, for the purpose of accommo-
dating the nail or screw L, the ear and the
body portion of the foot are provided with
aligned apertures 24 and 25. Ordinarily the
tab 15 is disposed behind the apertures 24
and 25 to lend a finished appearance to the
strap when the same is to be held in place
by soldering. When, however, a nail, screw
or other fastening device L is used, the driv-
ing of the same through the apertures 24 and
25 as illustrated in Figure 2 deflects the tab
laterally without destroying its holding
qualities.

From the foregoing, it will thus be seen
that an adjustable ornamental leader strap

for covering or concealing the leader attach-

ing means has been devised which will be
readily applicable to leaders irrespective of
the type of installation employed.

What is claimed is:

1. In an ornamental leader strap, a pair of
outer sections each including a foot and an
nwardly disposed leg; an intermediate sec-
tion including a bight and a pair of legs; and
an adjustable telescopic connection between
the legs of said outer sections and interme-
diate sections. ’

2. In an ornamental leader strap, a pair of

outer sections each including a foot and an
1inwardly disposed leg; an intermediate sec-
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tion including a bight and a pair of legs; and
an adjustable telescopic cornnection- between
the legs of said outer sections and interme-
diate sections and interengageable means for
retaining said sections in relatively adjusted
relation. _

3. In an ornamental leader strap, a pair of
outer sections of substantially channel shape
in cross section and each including a foot and
an angularly disposed leg; an intermediate
section of substantially-channel shape in cross
section including a bight and a pair of legs;
and an adjustable telescopic connection be-
tween the legs of said outer and intermediate
sections. :

4. In an ornamental leader strap, a pair of
outer sections of substantially channel shape
in eross section and each including a foot and
an angularly disposed leg; an intermediate
secti
section including a bight and a pair of legs;
and an adjustable telescopic connection be-
tween the legs of said outer and intermediate
sections, the flanges of the legs of the outer
section having inturned spaced parallel lugs
embracing the flanges of the legs of the inter-
mediate section.

5. In an ornamental leader strap, a pair of
outer sections of substantially channel shape
in cross section and each including a foot and
an angularly disposed leg; an intermediate
section of substantially channel shape in cross
section including a bight and a pair of legs;
and an adjustable telescopic connection be-
tween the legs of said outer and intermediate
secticns, the flanges of the legs of the outer
section having inturned spaced parallel lugs
embracing the flanges of the legs of the inter-
mediate section and the flanges of the legs
of the intermediate section being slotted to
provide bendable tongues adapted to inter-
engage with the lugs for retaining the sections
in relatively adjusted position. :

Signed at Great Neck in the county of
Nassau and State of New York this 6th day
of April, 1928. , '

CHARLES A. MEUNIER.
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