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To all thom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, IBERT W. PARKER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city, county, and State of New York have 
invented a new and useful Improvement in 
Garters; and I do hereby declare that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the same. 
My invention has reference to an im 

Drovement in garter's particularly intended 
for supporting men's socks and of the class 
in which a clasp to catch the upper edge 
of the sock is suspended from an a distable 
band which encircles the calf of the leg. 

In one well-known example of a gaiter of 
this kind, the clasp is suspended from a cord 
loop, Cne side of which plays loosely 
through the looped end of an elastic tape, 
and the other through a flat hook on the 
other end of the elastic tape, the loop of the 
elastic tape being shortened or lengthened 
by means of an adjustable buckle to adjust 
the garter to the size and length of the 
Wearer's leg. In this type of garter, the 
rubber of the elastic tape, embracing the 
Warm upper part of the leg, soon stretches 
and deteriorates so as to be useless, and fili'- 
ther unpleasantly binds the leg, while the 
cord is also uncomfortable and soon Wears 
out particularly because of its constant play 
ing through the hook and loop of the elastic 
tape. In another type of this class of 
garter, the clasp is suspended from a 
roughly triangular pad, which is perma 
nently fastened to one end of the adjustable 
elastic tape and by a detachable fastening to 
the adjustable loop on the other end of the 
elastic tape. This pad is clumsy, unsightly, 
hot and unsanitary. 

In my improved garter, I make the ad 
justable band which embraces the calf, ref 
erably of inelastic tape which is continued 
downward on One side of the sock clasp and 
carried upward therefrom on the other side 
of a W to a detachable fastening to which 
the other end of the inelastic tape is secured. 
From this detachable fastening a short strap 
of elastic tape is carried transversely across 
the lower part of the leg to a permanent 
union with the other side of the suspension 
V formed by the inelastic tape, thus form 
ing an open suspension triangle, which will 
readily adapt itself to any size and length 
of leg, thereby forming a garter which will 
be free from the cbjections hereinbefore 
mentioned in other forms of garters and 

will have other advantages hereafter set 
forth. 

In order that my invention may be fully 
understood, I shall first describe in detail 
the mode in which I carry my invention 
into practice and then distinctly claim the 
invention. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming part of this specifica 
tion in which like parts are designated by 
the same letters in both figures. 

Figure I represents a garter embodying 
my invention, detached. Fig. II represents 
the same in use. 

In the manufacture of this embodiment of 
my invention, I make the leg band of in 
elastic tape, 10, and by preference of flat 
tubular fabric for strength and durability. 
In the case of the single clasp garter shown, 
I prefer to continue the clasp end of the in 
elastic tape 10, downward on One side of a 
V-shaped pendant to the sock clasp 11, 
which may be of any suitable form as that 
slown, and then after attaching the vertex 
of the V-pendant to the clasp 11, continue 
tle inelastic tape upward on the other side 
of the V, to the point of attachment to the 
free end 12 of the inelastic tape 10. 

For attaching the free end 12 of the elas 
tic tale to the pendant, any suitable form of 
coupling may be used. For example, I have 
here shown an ordinary metal loop 13, car 
lied loosely on the looped free end 12 of 
the tape 10, which latter is adjustable to fit 
the leg by means of an ordinary adjustable 
buckle 1-4. The metal loop 13 is adapted to 
engage detachably, a headed post 15 on the 
V-pendant. 
To give all needed elasticity to the inelastic 

tape 10 where it embraces the leg. I extend 
a rubber web or other suitable elastic strap 
16 across the top of the V-pendant, attach 
ing the respective ends of the strap to the 
inelastic tape on opposite sides of the V 
pendant. This elastic strap 16 gives to per 
mit the inelastic leg band to adapt and ad 
just itself to the length, size and shape of 
the leg, the opposite tape sides of the open 
clasp pendant separating and approaching 
to permit the necessary extension and con 
traction of the elastic strap 16. At the 
same time the flat strap and flat tape sides 
of the clasp pendant lie comfortably on the 
leg without interfering with the necessary 
coolness and ventilation thereof. The in 
elastic tape 10 not only slides more freely 
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the heat and perspiration of the leg. 

shrough the adjusting buckle 14 than the 
tisual elastic band, but will not rapidly de 
teriorate as rubber tape does in the same 
location on the upper and under warm part 
of the leg. The inelastic tape 10 also does 
not uncomfortably bind and disfigure the 
leg as does the usual rubber tape and is 
lmuch stronger and durable than rubber tape. 
At the same time the elastic cross-strap 16, 
gives all needed elasticity to the garter, and 
being Only on the lower, forward and cool 
part of the leg, does not deteriorate from 

Fur 
ther, there being only a short piece of elas 
tic tape required for the cross-strap, it can 
be made of the very best rubber fabric with 
Out as much expense as is ordinarily re 
cquired to make the leg band of inferior elas 
tic fabric. r 

In fastening the ends of the elastic strap 
16 to the elastic tape when the latter is made 
of flat tubular fabric, I usually prefer to 
slit the side of the tubular tape 0 and insert 
and stitch the ends of the strap 16 therein 
as indicated. At the same time, I may fas 
ten the coupling post 15 to the union of the 
strap 16 and tape 10, by inserting arms 17 
On the bottom of the post 15 between the 
strap fabric and upper tape fabric, and 
Stitching the post alms therebetween as in 
dicated. 

It is evident that two sock clasps instead 
of one as shown may in some cases be used 
with this form of garter by separating the 
tape 10 at the vertex of the V-pendant and 
attaching a clasp to each of the separated 
pendant ends of the tape. 
Having thus described my invention and 

the mode in which I carry the same into 
practice, what I claim is: 

1. A garter formed of separated depend 
ing tapes converging at the bottom to form 
a W. With a sock clasp at the vertex, an elas 
tic cross-strap having its ends attached to 
the respective upper ends of the converging 
depending tapes, an adjustable inelastic leg 
band extending from one end of the elastic 
Cross-strap and having its other end pro 
vided with a coupling for attaching it to 
the other end of the elastic cross strap, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A garter consisting of a sock clasp, a 
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leg band formed of inelastic tape extending 
downward on One side to the sock clasp and 
upward therefrom to form a W-like pendant, 
an elastic cross-strap having its ends at 
tached to the members of the pendant at a 
substantial distance above the clasp, and a 
coupling for attaching the free end of the 
inelastic leg band to the union of the elastic 
cross-strap and the free upper end of the 
W-like clasp pendant, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. A garter consisting of a SOck-clasp, a 
leg band formed of inelastic tubular tape 
extending downward on one side to the sock 
clasp and upward therefrom to form a W 
like clasp pendant, an elastic cross-strap con 
necting the upper ends of the W-like clasp 
pendant and having its ends inserted through 
slits and stitched inside the inelastic tubular 
tape, and a coupling for attaching the free 
end of the inelastic leg band to the union 
of the elastic cross-strap and the free upper 
end of the W-like clasp pendant, substan 
tially as described. 

4. A garter formed of separated depend 
ing tapes converging at the bottom to form 
a W. With a sock clasp at the vertex, an elas 
tic cross-strap having its ends attached to 
the respective upper ends of the converging 
depending tapes, an adjustable leg band ex 
tending from one end of the elastic cross 
strap and having its other end provided 
with a coupling for attaching it to the other 
end of the elastic cross strap, Substantially 
as described. 

5. A garter formed of separated inelastic 
depending tapes converging at the bottom to 
form a W with a sock clasp at the vertex, 
an elastic croSS strap having its ends at 
tached to the respective upper ends of the 
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converging depending tapes, an adjustable 
leg band extending from one end of the elas 
tic cross-strap and having its other end pro 
vided with a coupling for attaching it to the 
other end of the elastic cross-strap. Substan 
tially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand the 29th day of April 1912. 

BERT W. PARKER. 
In presence of 

EUGENE MACCARTHY, 
J. P. GANNON. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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