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This invention relates to anatomical supports 
and is directed more particularly to fulcrum 
blocks for the treatment of patients. 
The principal objects of the invention are di 

rected more particularly to improvements in 
anatomical supports constructed and arranged 
to function as a fulcrum for the sacroiliac re 
gion of the body as well as for relaxing spinal 
muscles and normalizing joint action and other 
treatments. . . . . . . . . ." 
The support of the invention is characterized by an elongated base which is relatively rigid 

and having a yieldable intermediate layer there 
on with an upper relatively more yieldable layer, 
all of which is enclosed in a casing. . . . . . 
As a special feature of the invention, the inter 

mediate layer is provided with a transverse 
groove thereby to adapt the support for many 
and various uses. . . . . . . . . 
The support has been found to be useful for 

aiding and correcting various conditions. For 
instance, with the support placed transversely 
beneath the back of a patient in Supine position, 
there is a relaxing of spinal muscles and verte 
brae and pelvic segments tending to normalize 
joint action as the doctor rocks, the patient on 
the support to bring about movement in the area. 
of the spine. 
With the block support placed beneath the pa 

tient, sacroiliac joint fixations may be freed for 
the correction of spinal subluxation, or when dis 
posed beneath the neck the muscles of the neck 
are relaxed in cases of neuralgic headaches. 
The support has met with much success in the 

treatment of various conditions and when dis 
posed beneath the back of a patient there are no 
unfavorable stresses applied to the joints, all of 
which is due to the novel constructions of the 
Support. 

All of the above objects I accomplish by means 
of such structure and relative arrangements of 
parts thereof, as will fully appear by a perusal 
of the description below and by various specific 
features which will be hereinafter set forth. 
To the above cited and other ends and with 

the foregoing and various other novel features 
and advantages and other objects of my inven 
tion as will become more readily apparent as the 
description proceeds, my invention consists in 
certain novel features of construction and in the 
combination and arrangement of parts as will be 
hereinafter more particularly pointed out in the 
claims hereunto annexed and more fully de 
scribed and referred to in connection with the 
accompanying drawings wherein: 
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Fig. 1 is a plan vie a plan view of an anatomical support 
embodying the novel fea tes of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional elevational 
view through the support shown in Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional elevational view 
on the line 3-3 of Fig.1. . . . ; : . . . . . . 

Referring now to the drawings more in detail, 
the invention will be fully described. 
A base member 2 is provided which is prefer 

ably oblong in shape and is formed so as to be 
substantially rigid. Various materials may be 
employed but a base formed from wood has been 
found to be - e suitable for the practice of the in 
An intermediate layer 4 is superposed on the 

base and is formed from yieldable materialso as 
to be relatively more yieldable and resilient than 
the base. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
An upper layer 6 is superposed on the - 

than said intermediate layer 4. . . . . . . 
A covering or casing 8 is provided which en 

closes the base 2 and the layers 4 and 6. This 

which is relatively more yieldable and resilient 

covering will beformed from yieldable and pliable 
material such as leather, imitation leather, fabric 
or the like and the edge portions 9 thereof may 
be secured to the underside of the base in any 
suitable manner as by tacks, or the like, not 
shown. ". . " . . 

The material of the intermediate layer 4 may 
be sponge rubber of a character to provide yield 
ability and resiliency for supporting the upper 
layer 6. 
The material of the upper layer 6 may be foam 

rubber of a character having more yieldability 
and resiliency than the intermediate layer 4. 
Other materials may be employed for the layers 

4 and 6 which will provide the relative yield 
ability and resiliency and the layers may be se 
cured together by cementing if desired. Like 
wise the intermediate layer may be secured to 
the base. 
The relative yieldability of the layers is im 

portant for the reason the yieldability of the 
intermediate layer supported by the base is neces 
sary for the desired functioning of the device 
while the relatively more yieldable and resilient 
upper layer obviates such stresses and Strains on 
the joints as might unfavorably affect them and 
the desired functioning of the device. In other 
words, the intermediate layer is yieldable for the 
proper functioning of the device but the patient 
is cushioned by the upper layer against any un 

  

  

  

  

  



3 
favorable action of the less yieldable layer there 
below. 
As a special feature of the invention, the upper 

surface of the intermediate layer is provided with 
a transverse groove 0 disposed intermediate the 5 
ends of the device. 
With the device beneath the back of the pa 

tient and extending transversely of the spinal 
Structure, the upper layer 6 is unsupported by the 
intermediate layer at the groove so that... the 10 
upper layer is very yieldable at this point and 
may be readily depressed by the vertebrae of the 
patient. The Support therefor may function as , . 
desired without undue pressure or stresses on the 
region of the spine. 5 
The invention may be embodied in other spe-r. 

cific forms without departing from the essential 
characteristics thereof. Henice, the present em. 
bodiments are therefore to be considered in all . . 
respects merely as being illustrative and not as 20 
being restrictive, the scope of the invention being 
indicated by the appended, claims. rather than 
by the foregoing description, and all modifica 
tions and variations as fall within the meaning and purview and range of equivalency of the ap- 25 
pended claims are therefore intended to be em 
braced therein. What it is desired to claim and secure by Tet 
ters Patent of the United States is:. . . . . 1. An anatomical support for underlying and 30 
supporting the back region of a patient co 
ing in combination, an elongated base men 
having upper and lower flat facés and opposite 
side and end angularly related edges, an eloni 
gated intermediate member having a lower ace 35 
parallel to and in contiguous relation with the 
uppe face of the base and provided with a 
upper flat face, an elongated tipper i 
having a lower flat face parallel to and in con 
tiguous relation with the upper face of the in- 40. 
termediate member and provided with an upper 
face, the side and end edges of the intermediate 
and upper members being in alignment with cor 
responding edges of the basemember, and a flex 
ible covering enclosing the upper face of the 

r member and side and endledges of the said 
members having edge portions secured to said 
base, said base member being formed from relial 
tively rigid materiafarid said intermediate men 
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ber being formed from material relatively more 
yieldable and resilient than that of said base 
member and Said upper member being formed 
from material relatively more resilient and yield 
able than that of Said intermediate member. 

2. An anatomical Support for underlying and 
supporting the back region of a patient compris 
ing in combination, an elongated base member 
having upper and lower flat faces and opposite 
side and end angularly related edges, an elon 
gated intermediate member having a lower face 
parallel to and in contiguous relation with the 

...: upper face of the base and provided with an 
upper fiat face, an elongated upper member 
having a lower flat face parallel to and in con 

* tiguous relation with the upper face of the in 
termediate member and provided with an upper 
face; the side and end edges of the intermediate 
and upper members being in alignment with cor 
responding edges of the base member, and a flex 
ible, covering enclosing the upper face of the 
upper member and side and end edges of the 
said members having edge portions secured to 
said base, said base member being formed from 
relatively rigid material and said intermediate 
member being formed from material relatively 
more yieldable and resilient than that of said 
base member and said upper member being 
formed from material relatively more resilient 
and yieldable than that of said intermediate 
member, said intermediate member provided in 
termediate its opposite ends with a transverse 
groove across the upper face thereof forming a 
space between said groove and the lower face of 
the upper member and providing a portion of 
said upper member over said groove whief is un 
supported by said intermediate member. . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . VICTORMANLEY. 
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