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" 'This invention relates to anatomlcal supports
and. is d1rected more. partlcularly to fulcrum
blocks for the treatment of patients.

The principal objects of the invention aré’di-
rected more . particularly to improvements in -

anatomical supports constructed and arranged
to function as a fulerum for’ the sacroiliac re-
_gion of the body as well as for relaxing spinal
muscles and normahzmg Jomt actmn and othe1
.treatments ‘
. The support- of th_e nventlon is charactenzed
by an elongated base whlch is relatlvely rigid
and having a yieldable. mtermedxate layer there-
on with an upper relatlvely more yleldable layer,
all of which is enclosed in a casing.

As a special feature of the invention, the 1nter-
mediate - layer- is .provided with a transverse
groove thereby to adapt- the support for many
and various . uses.

aiding ‘and correcting various conditions. " For
instance, with the support placed: transversely
beneath the back of a patient in supine position,
there is a relaxing of spinal muscles and verte-

brae and pelvic segments. fending to normahze'

joint: action as the doctor rocks, the patlent on
the support to bring about movement in the area
of the spine.

‘With the block support placed beneath the pa-
tient, sacroiliac joint fixations may be freed for
the correction of spinal subluxation, or when dis~-
posed beneath the neck the muscles of the neck
are relaxed in cases of neuralgic headaches.

The support has met with much success in the
treatment of various conditions and when dis-
posed beneath the back of a patient there are no
unfavorable stresses applied to the joints, all of
which is due to the novel constructions of the
support.

All of the above objects I accomplish by means
of such structure and relative arrangements of
parts thereof, as will fully appear by a perusal
of the description below and by various specific
features which will be hereinafter set forth.

To the above cited and other ends and with

the foregoing and various other novel features

and advantages and other objects of my inven-

tion as will become more readily apparent as the

description proceeds, my invention consists in
certain novel features of construction and in the
combination and arrangement of parts as will be
hereinafter more particularly pointed out in the
claims hereunto annexed and more fully de-
seribed and referred to in connection with the
accompanying drawings wherein:
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closes the base 2.and ‘the’ layers 4 and 5. "Th
Jcovermg will be’ formed from. y1e1dable and phable
; material such as leather. imitation leatHer, ‘fabric
]or the like. and ‘the edge portlons 9 thereof ma;
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' Pig,'2 1s a 10ng1tud1na1 sect1ona1 elevatmnal

vv1ew through the support ‘shown in Fig. 1; and

Fig. 3is a transverse’ sectlonal elevatlonal v1ew

‘on’the line 3—3 of Fig.'1;

Referring now to the drawings more in detall
the invention will be’ fully described. - -
- A base member 2 is provided wh1ch s prefer—
ably- oblong in shape and is formed 50 as to be

,substantmlly rigid. Various materials ‘may be
_employed but a base ‘formed from wood has been

found to be su1tab1e for the pract1ce of the in-

‘ vention

An intermedlate layer &is superposed on the

‘base and is ‘formed from yieldable! materlal 80 as

to be relatively more yieldable and’ 1e5111ent than
the ‘base. .
‘An’uppeér layer

s superposed on the 1nter-

.mediate layer 4 and. is’ ‘formed. from materlal

which is relatlvely more “yield:
than said mtermechate layer
A covering. or’ casing '8 i§'p vzded W, ch en-

be secured to the unders1de of . the base in ‘any
suitable manner as by ‘tacks, or the like, not
shown, :

The material of the intermediate layer 4 may
be sponge rubber of a character to provide yield-
ability and resiliency for supporting the upper
layer 6.

The material of the upper layer 6 may be foam
rubber of a character having more yieldability
and resiliency than the intermediate layer 4.

Other materials may be employed for the layers
4 and 6 which will provide the relative yield-
ability and resiliency and the layers may be se-
cured together by cementing if desired. Like-
wise the intermediate layer may be secured to
the base.

The relative yieldability of the layers is im-
portant for the reason the yieldability of the
intermediate layer supported by the base is neces-
sary for the desired functioning of the device
while the relatively more yieldable and resilient
upper layer obviates such stresses and strains on
the joints as might unfavorably affect them and
the desired functioning of the device. In other
words, the intermediate layer is yieldable for the
proper functioning of the device but the patient
is cushioned by the upper layer against any un-
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favorable action of the less yieldabie layér there- ber being formed from material relatively more
below. yieldable and resilient than that of said base
As a special feature of the invention, the upper member and said upper member being formed
surface of the intermediate layer is provided with from material relatively more resilient and yield-
‘4 transverse groove 10 disposed intermediate the 5 able than that of said intermediate member.
ends of the device. 2. An anatomical support for underlying and
With the device beneath the back of the pa- supporting the back region of a patient compris=-
tient and extending fransversely of the spinal ing in combination, an elongated base member
structure, the upper layer 6 is unsupported by the having upper and lower flat faces and opposite
intermediate. layer at the groove so -thal. the 10 “sidgrdand end: angularly-related edges, an elon-
upper lager:is véry yleldable at this point -and ‘gated intermediate mentber having a lower face
may be readily depressed by the vertebrae of the parallel to and in contiguous relation with the
patient. The support therefor may function @si...:upper face of the base and provided with an
desired without undue pressure or stresses. on. tha .upper . flat face, an clongated upper member
region of the spine. ‘18 having 4 lower flat face parallel to and in con~
The invention may be embodied. inothef spe~ . - tiguous: relation with the upper face of the in-
cific forms without departing from the essentlal  termediate member and provided with an upper
characteristics thereof. Herice, the preserit em= = - face! the side and:end edges of the intermediate
bodiments are therefore to be considered. in-alt ;. and:upper members being in alignment with cor-
respects merely as being illustrative and not as go responding edges of the:base member, and a flex-
being restrictive, the seope. of the invention being ible, covering enclosing the upper face of. the
mdmated By. thé. appeid ded: claims rather” than upper’ inember and. side and* end’ edges of ‘the
by the foregoing. deseription, and all: ‘hodifica- ‘said miembers having edge portions secured to
tions and variations as fall within the edring said base,. said base member being formed- ffom
.and purview and range of equivalency of the ap- o5 relatively rigid miaterial and. said intermediate

pended claims are ﬁherefore interided 'to be ém- "member being formed: from ‘material relatively
braced therein. hore “yieldable ard resilient: than that: of sdid
“What it is desifed.to claim: and sec\xre by Let- pase member and said upper member being
ters Patent ‘of theé United States ist. . foried from material relatwely more restlient
1, An anatomlcal support for underlymg and 30 and’ yieldable - than that of said -intermediate
supporﬁmg thie back région of. 4 patient com Fis- member, said intermediate member provided in-

ing in combmatmn aii ‘eélongdted bage riember termedla"be its- Opposite ends. witht & t;ransverse
havmg ubper and lower fat faces and opposite ‘groove across the uppet- fice theréof forming 4
side and end anguldrly related &dges, ar elon- space betweensaid groove’ -and' the lower faeeof
gated intermediate member having a. loW “ face .g5 the upper member- and- providing. a’-portion -of
I to abd in cont1guou§'re1atmn‘ it ‘the said upper member over said-groove Whleh is oo
Gce of the base and. provided’ with an supported‘ v SaTd intefmema’ce erber: - ]
pper fat face, afi elongated upper inember o e V—ICTOR MANLEY
having a lower flat face parallel to and il con- o ‘ Ve

[tiguous Telation With the upper fice of the in- 40 . REFERENCES CFFED
‘ternediate merniber hd provided vmh an upper The f,onowmg references are of record

fsce, the side anid end édges of the mgermedla.fe ' ﬁle of this pa.tent - ’

and upper members’ beitig in alignment with- cor- o :

‘responding’ ‘edges of the basé iember; and’d flex- T WITED &TA ES PATENTS

ible. covering enclosing “the upper: face of ‘the 45 N‘umber o Name' - Date
upper member axid side and end edgeés of thesafd 184713 - Blomqmst Loiliio:. -Nov. 24, 1993
‘nembers Having edge’ portions secured to''safd -—1,6-18;609 ' - Feb. 22, 1927

‘Baise, satd base nrembér being formed from ftelz- 1159514 HOOSE ooiiooaiooe ‘May:20; 1930
tlvely rlgld‘ materlaf arid said inter‘x‘nedlate mem- . : .



