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The present invention relates to certain new
and useful improvements in clothes hampers
and has more particular reference to a rela-
tively small light-weight portable hamper which
is expressly adapted for use by children in the
home, said hamper being individual in charac-
ter not only because of its miniature propor-
tions but novel in that it embodies upper and
lower treads functioning as steps.

More specifically, the invention has to do with
a novel and practical hamper which serves as
a container for small and miseellaneous gar-
ments and similar little things, and which, due
to the fact that it has steps, functions as a so-
called step stool.

The obvious objective of the invention is to
provide a ccmbination hamper and step stcol
for children to enable them to help themselves
when at a lavatory or sink, to enable them to
safely climb in and out of bed and to provide
handy storage space for articles that have tc be
picked up and momentarily put away from time
to time.

Another object is to provide the aforemen-
tioned combination hamper and step stool which
has a convenient hand hole in a front wall and
which, though light in weight, is sturdy. It
may be picked up and carried about by a young-
ster, placed near the sink to enable him to get
g, drink of water, placed adjacent to a wash
basin to enable him to wash his face and hands
and which is sufficiently reliable that it may be
employed by the housewife to conveniently ob-
tain access to articles con elevated cabinet shelves
in the kitchen and elsewhere.

Briefly summarized, the combination device
comprises a wicker or equivalent ventilated
hamper which is small and of low elevation and
wherein the 1id thereof constitutes an upper sten.
The front wall of the hamper constitutes a
kick-board and is provided with a hand hole for
convenient carrying purposes. Attached to and
projecting outwardly from the so-called kick-
board is a box-like hollow extension, forming a
part of the hamper but primarily serving as a
low or approach step, whereby to thus provide
a hamper with high and low steps to be used in
the manner stated.

Other objects and advantages will become
more readily apparent from the following de-
scription and the accompanying illustrative
drawings.

In the accompanying sheet of drawings,
wherein like humerals are employed to designate
like parts throughout the views;
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of a combina-
tion hamper and step stool constructed in ac-
cordance with the principles of the present in-
vention;

Figure 2 is a view on an enlarged scale, taken
approximately on the plane of the irregular ver-
tical line 2—2 of Figure 1, looking in the direc-
tion of the arrows;

Figure 3 is a horizontal section on the line 3—3
of Figure 2; and

PFigure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of
the upper frame of the framework.

Referring now to the drawing by way of nu-
merals and accompanying lead lines, the part
of the structure denoted by the numeral § con~
stitutes the hamper proper, whereas the com-
ponent or part denoted by the numeral & consti-
tutes the extension or approach step. The lat-
ter is sometimes referred to as a riser.

The hamper part is characterized interiorly
by a framework. The framewerk embodiss a
{2 made up of suitable
frame members (2 having their end portions
suitably notched, overlapped as at 4 and 16 (see
Figure 4) and glued and fastened together as ab
{8. The uprights or legs, there heing four of
these, are denoted by the numerals 28. The
two side walls 22—22 are of suitable wicker ma-
terial and are joined by a rear wicker wall 24.
These substantially enclose the framework in an
obvious fashion and are attached thereto by cus-
tomary braided strips 28. The top wall is a
solid wooden panel 28 and this is hingedly
mounted on the top frame as at 30 and func-
tions, obviously, as a lid, on the one hand, and
as a top or upper step, on the other hand. The
front half-wall is denoted at 32 and this is fas-
tened to the front member of the top frame {0
and to the upper portions of the legs 28. It pro-
vides a kick-board and is provided with a hand
hole 34, whereby the entire structure may be
picked up and carried about conveniently. There
is a U-frame of an inverted type 3§ which con-
stitutes the essential interior construction for the
extension step 8. This is relatively low and in-
cludes a horizontal cross-piece 38 and vertical
legs 48. This is closed in by two solid wooden
or equivalent side walls 42 and 44 and a front
drop wall 46. There is in addition a horizontal
top panel or wall 48 and this is fastened to the
frame member 28 and rests on the upper edges
of the walls 42, 44 and 48. It is suitably fas-
tened in place and underlies the lower edge of
the half-wall 32. It serves to enclose the frame
36 and also to provide a box-like auxiliary re-
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ceptacle for the main hamper or receptacle.
Primarily, however, it is a low or approach step
for the user.

The bottom is a single panel or wall ¢ and
this is attached to all of the legs 20 and 40 and
is suitably notched to cooperate with the legs
and is slightly elevated above the legs so that
the extending lower portions of the legs consti-
tute supporting feet 52 which may be suitably
levelled in an obvious manner.

The two-way combination structure herein dis-
closed and described constitutes a unique piece
of furniture which provides the facilities of a
hamper, on the one hand, and a step stool, on
the other hand. It is felt that the construction
employed is one in which manufacturers and
users will find their essential needs fully met,
contained and successfully available.

In view of the foregoing description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, it
is believed that a clear understanding of the
device will be quite apparent to those skilled in
this art. A more detailed description is accord-
ingly deemed unnecessary.

It is to be understood, however, that even
though there is herein shown and described a
preferred embodiment of the invention, the same
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre-
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein
described and within the scape of the appended
claim.

Having described the invention, what is claimed
as new is:

For use by children, a light-weight portable
step-stool having a clothes hamper incorporated
therein and forming a part thereof, said step-
stool being unobstructedly hollow throughout and
comprising g main framework embodying a hori-
zontal top frame, vertical supporting legs at-
tached at their upper ends to the corner portions
of and depending from said frame, said legs be-
ing spaced apart, a one-piece bottom having mar-~
ginal edge portions joined to and interconnect-
ing the lower portions of said vertical legs, a
portion of said bottom projecting at right angles
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beyond two of sald vertical legs, an inverted
U-shaped frame of a height appreciably less than
the height of said main framework, said U-shaped
frame having a horizontal cross-piece and verti-
cal legs, the lower ends of said legs being joined
with marginal edge portions of said bottom and
said cross-piece being on a plane well below the
plane of the top frame, said bottom having its
edges notched to receive said vertical legs with
the legs projecting below the plane of said bottom
as feet, said U-shaped frame being spaced be-
yond said main frame, ventilated rear and side
vertical walls enclosing said main framework and
attached to cooperating ones of said vertical legs,
solid front and side walls attached to and enclos~
ing said U-shaped frame with said side walls
attached to lower half portions of two of the
adjacent vertical legs, a solid horizontal top wall
mounted on the cross-piece of said U-shaped
frame and having its marginal edge portions
seated on the upper edge portions of said solid
front and side walls, a solid lid hinged on and
covering said horizontal top frame, and a verti-
cal front wall attached to the upper portions of
the front legs of said main framework and hav-
ing its lower end resting on the adjacent inner
end portion of said horizontal top wall and also
having a hand-hole therein.
DONALD C. BAYLES.
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