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To all whom it.may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERY L. STOKES, a
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Jeffersonville, in the county of Ciark
and State of Indiana, have invented eertain
new and useful Improvements in Table At-

tachments for Beds, of which the following is

a specification.

This invention relates to those tables which
are so arranged as to be temporarily applied
to beds, for the purpose of supporting food,
medicines, books, &e. ; and the first part of my
1mp10vements compuses a novel coustruction
of slotted clamp wherewith the table can be
readily and securely fastened to any form of
bed-rail, as hereinafter more fully described.

The seccnd part of my improvements com-
prises a novel combination of Lracket, bear-
ings, and set-screw, wherewith the table can
be securely maintained either in a horizontal
or inclined position, as hereinafter more fully
described.

The third part of my invention consists in
applying to the table-standard a swivel armor
bracket earrying a lamp, by which arrange-

.ment the light may be swung around so as to
occupy the most convenient position with ref-

erence to the table, as hereinafter more fully
described.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is an
elevation showing the device ’Ltt’l(hed to the
side rail of a bed the table being shown tilted
toward the latter and the ]amp holder being
repre%ented in line with the table- bracket,
Fig. 2is an enlarged elevation of the upper
pomou of the de\lce, the lamp-holder being
shown swung around nearly at a right ‘mnl(,
to its former position. TFig. 3 is an enlawed
vertical section through the slotted ddmp
Fig. 4 shows the devxces for securing the an-
gular adjustment of the table. - Fig. 5 isarear
elevationof theupper part of the slotted clamp,
the screw thereof being sectioned.

The bed-rail A, which may be of any de-

i sired size or shape, has fastened to it a clamp

composed of a plate, B, pierced with two lon-
gitudinal slots, b 0/, which latter ave traversed

"~ by lugs e¢/, projecting rearwardly from wash-
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ers C C/, the object of said lugs being to pre-
vent rotation of said washers when-the thumb-

screws D I)' are turned. These thumb-serews
D D’ engage respectively with bent keepers
I I/, adapted to grasp the inner side of rail
A, as seen in Fig. 3

Cast with or secured to plate B is a tubular
socket, I, having a thumb-screw, f, to permit
\’ertlcal ad]ustment of a rod, slnft or stand-
ard, G, which standard has cither a fixed or
slnftab]e collar, O, supporting a swivel-arm
or bracket, I, :Ldapted torevolve freely around
the spindle g of said standard as soon as the
thumb-serew ¢ is slackened. The upper end
of arm I is pierced at ¢ to receive the stem
of a holder, J, within which latter is seated
any, suitable form of lamp or other illuminat-
ing device, K. The swivel bearing of arm T
supports a socket, L, into which passes the
upper portion of spindle g, a thumb-screw,
I, being provided to prevent accidental rota-
tion of said socket. This socket carries a lat-
erally-projecting bracket, N, which is prefera-
bly a round rod or bar, as seen in Fig. 4, in
order that the boxes or bearings O O’ may
turn freely thereon when not restrained by the
set screw or screws o.
a table, P, of any suitable size, shape, and
material, one edge of said table being pro-
vided with a ledge, R, to prevent books, pa-
per, &e., slipping off when said table is so in-
clived as to serve as a desk. (See Fig. 2.)

This ledge may Le furnished with pins r, ca--

pable of being inserted in holes p of the ta-

ble, by which arrangement said ledgémay be

readily detached when its service is not needed.

In applying my table attachment to a bed
the bent keepers Ii B/ are first brought to bear
against the top and bottom edges and rear
side of rail A, as seen in Fig. 3, after which
act the retaining deviees D I are screwed up,
thereby clamping the plate B securely to said
rail. .Standard G is then inserted in socket
I and secured by thumb-screw f, and the
swivel-arm I and socket L are applied to spin-
dle g of said standard. The table P being now
slipyed on the bracket N and lamp K seated
in the socket J, the standard G is adjusted
vertically, so as to-maintain said table at the
héight most convenient for the occupant of
the bed, said standard being secured in this
position with the thumb-screw f and rotation
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of the socket I being prevented by means of
the screw L

If it is desired to use the table P as a recep-
tacle for dishes, &c., it is brought to a level
position and secured with the thumb-screw
o, the ledge R being omitted; but when said
table is to be used as a desk or for supporting
writing materials, &e., itis inclined at any de-
sired angle, the ledge R being now applied, so
as to prevent the books and papers slipping
off.

When usedatnightthelamp Kislighted,and
the swivel-armIis swungaround so astobring
the light as near the table as may be desired.

From the above description itis evident the
keepers I E/, slots b ¥/, and screws D D’ ena-
ble the plate B to-be readily clamped to any
bed-rail, no matter what size the latter may
be, while the thumb screws f¢ [ allow any de-
sired range of adjustment.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, in a table -attachment
for beds, of slotted plate B b ¥/, screws D D/,
and keepers I8 E/, said plate being provided
with a socket, I?, that supports the standard
of said attachment, as herein deseribed.

2. The combination, in a table attachment
for heds, of the round rod or bracket N, bear-
ings O O/, thumb-screw o, and table P, which
latter is attached to said bearings, as herein
described.

3. The combination, in a table attachment
for beds, of a swivel-arm, I, provided at its
free end with a lamip-holder, said arm being ap-
plied to the same standard that supports the
table-bracket, as herein described.

4. The combination, in a table attachment
for beds, of standard G, support H, swivel-
arm I, socket L, bracket N, and table P, the
free end of said arm being provided with a
lamp-holder, as herein described.

5. The combination, in a table attachment
for beds, of slotted plate B b I’, washers Ce
¢’ ¢/, thumb-serews D D’, and keepers E I/,
as herein described.

In testimony whereof I affix my
in presence of two witnesses.

ROBERT L. STOKES..

signatare

" Witnesses:
SaMm. H. PERIN,
JonN TIIOMLEY.
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