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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
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1. claims: 1-15(partially)

Inventive concept I regards a plating or coating method for
producing a metal-ceramic composite coating on a substrate,
the method comprising adding a sol of a ceramic phase to a
plating solution or electrolyte, and controlling the pH,
degree of mixing, and/or temperature of the plating solution
or electrolyte to reduce or prevent the precipitation of
visible particles and/or agglomerates of the ceramic phase
in the plating solution or electrolyte, wherein precursors
of the ceramic phase exist in the sol, and wherein the sol
is added prior to carrying out the plating or coating,
wherein the coating, other than the ceramic phase comprises
Ni, Ni-P, Ni-W-P, Ni-Cu-P, Ni-W, or Ni-B.

2. claims: 1-15(partially)

Inventive concept II regards a plating or coating method for
producing a metal-ceramic composite coating on a substrate,
the method comprising adding a sol of a ceramic phase to a
plating solution or electrolyte, and controlling the pH,
degree of mixing, and/or temperature of the plating solution
or electrolyte to reduce or prevent the precipitation of
visible particles and/or agglomerates of the ceramic phase
in the plating solution or electrolyte, wherein precursors
of the ceramic phase exist in the sol, and wherein the sol
is added prior to carrying out the plating or coating,
wherein the coating, other than the ceramic phase comprises
Au-Ni, Ni-Zn, Ni-Co, Ni-Fe.

3. claims: 1-15(partially)

Inventive concept III regards a plating or coating method
for producing a metal-ceramic composite coating on a
substrate, the method comprising adding a sol of a ceramic
phase to a plating solution or electrolyte, and controlling
the pH, degree of mixing, and/or temperature of the plating
solution or electrolyte to reduce or prevent the
precipitation of visible particles and/or agglomerates of
the ceramic phase in the plating solution or electrolyte,
wherein precursors of the ceramic phase exist in the sol,
and wherein the sol is added prior to carrying out the
plating or coating, wherein the coating, other than the
ceramic phase comprises Cr, Cu, Zn, Ag, Au, Pd, Cd, Sn, Pb,
Ru, Rh, 0Os, Ir, Fe, Co, In, As, Sb, Bi, Mn, Re, Al, Zr, Ti,
Hf, V, Nb, Ta, W, and Mo, or an alloy of any two or more
thereof.
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