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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM AUSTIN, of 

Apalachicola, in the county of Franklin and 
State of Florida, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Center-Board for Sail 
ing-Vessels, of which the following is a speci 
fication: . 
This invention relates to the construction of 

sail-boats and other sailing-vessels; and con 
sists in the center-board device with which 
light sailing-craft are provided for preventing 
leeward motion when under sail. 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is a 

top or plan view, showing the position of two 
separate and distinct center-boards, confined 
to the boat and arranged to be raised and low 
ered in the usual manner. Fig. 2 is a sectional 
side view. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
A represents the boat. B B are the two 

center-boards. These center-boards do not 
differ from the usual single center-boards, ex 
cept they are each placed obliquely to, instead 
of parallel with, the keel of the vessel or boat. 
These two center-boards are placed one foot, 
more or less, from each other at their forward 
ends, one being on each side of the keel, and 
two feet, more or less, at the rear ends, the 
divergence (being in the length of an eight 

1875. 

foot center-board) about one foot from the cen 
ter of the keel. About the same ratio of di 
vergence is maintained whether the vessel be 
large or small. The eight-foot center-board is 
about the right length for a twenty-four foot 
boat, so that the length is about one-third 
that of the vessel. 

In using the leeward center-board the wind 
Ward board is hauled up. 
By virtue of the angle at which the center 

boards are placed the vessel is set to wind 
Ward, and made to run much closer to the 
wind than vessels having the ordinary center 
board. The pressure of the wind upon the 
sails naturally sets the vessel to the leeward, 
but the oblique center-board counteracts this 
tendency and sets the vessel to the windward 
by the same action upon the Water that the 
rudder has in steering the vessel. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters. Pat 
ent- -- 

In coln bination with a sail-boat or sailing 
vessel, the center-boards BB, placed obliquely 
or at an angle with the keel, substantially as 
and for the purposes described. 

WILLIAM AUSTIN. 
Witnesses: 

ROBERT KNICKMEYER, 
JOHN W. MALONE. 

  


