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1. 

Botanical classification: Leucothoe hybrid. 
Variety denomination: Little Flames. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar 
of Leucothoe of hybrid origin. The parent plant is thought to 
be a hybrid of Leucothoe fontanesiana and Leucothoe axil 
laris, however the cross cannot be confirmed. The new Leu 
cothoe will hereafter by its cultivar name, Little Flames. 
Little Flames is a new cultivar of evergreen shrub grown for 
use as an ornamental landscape plant. 

The new cultivar was discovered by the Inventor in fall of 
2007 as a naturally occurring branch mutation of Leucothoe 
Zeblid (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 5,195) that was growing in a 
container in Zundert, The Netherlands. 

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom 
plished by the Inventor using Softwood stem cuttings in Sum 
mer of 2008 in Zundert, The Netherlands. Asexual propaga 
tion by softwood stem cuttings has determined that the 
characteristics of the new cultivar are stable and are repro 
duced true to type in Successive generations. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and 
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These 
attributes in combination distinguish Little Flames as a 
unique cultivar of Leucothoe. 

1. Little Flames exhibits a dwarf, dense plant habit. 
2. Little Flames exhibits narrow leaves. 
3. Little Flames exhibits new growth with bright red 

leaves, petioles, and stems. 
4. Little Flames is cold hardy at least to U.S.D.A. Zone 5. 
Zeblid, the parent of Little Flames, is similar to Little 

Flames in plant habit and in having brightly colored new 
growth, however Zeblid differs from Little Flames in hav 
ing new growth that is lighter red. Little Flames can be most 
closely compared to cultivars that are thought to be cultivars 
of the same hybrid species: Zebekot (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 

2 

5,224) and Zebonard (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 5.229). Both 
Zebekot and Zebonard are similar to Little Flames in 
plant habit and cold hardiness. Zebekot differs from Little 
Flames in having leaves that are more lanceolate in shape and 

5 in having new foliage that is less red in color. Zebonard 
differs from Little Flames in having leaves that are wider 
and in having new foliage that is less red in color. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
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The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over 
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new cultivar. 
The plant in the photographs is about 3 year in age as grown 
outdoors in a 12-liter container in Zundert, The Netherlands. 
The photograph in FIG. 1 provides an overall view of the 

plant habit of Little Flames. 
The photograph in FIG. 2 provides a close-up view a 

branch of Little Flames and illustrates the new growth char 
acteristics. 
The photograph in FIG. 3 provides a close-up view of a 

mature leaf of Little Flames. 
The colors in the photograph may differ slightly from the 

color values cited in the detailed botanical description, which 
accurately describe the colors of the new Leucothoe. 
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DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION 

The following is a detailed description of 3 year-old plants 
of the new cultivaras grown outdoors in 12-liter containers in 
Zundert, The Netherlands. The phenotype of the new cultivar 
may vary with variations in environmental, climatic, and cul 
tural conditions, as it has not been tested under all possible 
environmental conditions. The color determination is in 
accordance with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal 
Horticultural Society, London, England, except where gen 
eral color terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used. 
General description: 

Plant type.—Evergreen shrub. 
Plant habit. —Dwarf, dense, mound of upright branches. 
Plant shape.—Globular to broad ovate. 

30 

35 

40 



US PP25,246 P2 
3 

Plant size. Reaches about 33.9 cm in height and 43.3 
cm in spread. 

Cold hardiness. At least in U.S.D.A. Zones 5. 
Environmental stress. Shade tolerant. 
Plant vigor:-Low to moderate. 
Diseases and pests. No susceptibility or resistance to 

diseases or pests has been observed. 
Root description. Fibrous, moderately dense. 
Propagation.—Softwood stem cuttings. 
Growth rate.-Low to moderate. 

Stem description: 
Shape. Rounded. 
Stem color: Young branches: 180A to 181A, mature 

branches: 144B to 144C. 
Stem size.—An average of 22.3 cm in length and 2 mm 

in diameter. 
Stem surface.—Smooth and glossy. 
Stem aspect. Held at an average angle 55°. 
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Leaf apex.-Apiculate. 
Leaffragrance. None. 
Leaf venation.--Pinnate, 146D in color on upper sur 

face, N144B in color on lower surface. 
Leaf margins.—Finely serrate. 
Leaf arrangement.—Alternate. 
Leaf attachment.-Petiolate. 
Leaf surface. Upper surface; smooth and very glossy, 

lower surface; moderately glossy. 
Leafsize.—An average of 5 cm in length and 1.9 cm in 

width. 
Leaf quantity.—An average of 19 per stem. 
Leaf color:- New growth upper surface; 180A, new 
growth lower surface; 177B to 177C, mature growth 
upper surface; between 137B and 141A, mature 
growth lower surface 146D. 

Petioles. About 5 mm in length and 1.5 mm in width 
and 180A in color, glossy surface. 

Inflorescence description: Flowers have not been observed, 
20 expected to bloom in early spring with non-significant, 

small white flowers. 
It is claimed: 
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Leucothoe plant named 

Little Flames as herein illustrated and described. 

Branching.—Basal branching, an average of 75 lateral 
branches. 

Foliage description: 
Leafshape. Narrow ovate to narrowly elliptic, tip typi 

cally twisted due to one large wave near the tip. 
Leaf division. Simple. 
Leaf base.-Rounded. 25 ck k -k k cic 
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