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To all thon, if newly conce772: 
Beit known that I, ISAACB. KELLER, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Steelton, 
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in the county of Dauphin and State of Penn 
sylvania, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Garment-Supporting De 
vices; and I do hereby declare that the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description of 
the same, reference being had to the annexed 
drawings, making a part of this specification, 
and to the letters of reference marked thereon. 
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The present invention has for its object to 
provide a garment-supporting device for at 
tachment to the pantaloons and to which the 
usual suspenders or shoulder-braces may be 
connected, the device being of such shape 
and construction that the waistband of the 
pantaloons will be retained in shape at the 
point of Suspension and ease and comfort 
given to the wearer. 
The invention consists in a garment-sup 

porting device constructed substantially as 
shown in the drawings and hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is an elevation of 
a portion of the fabric of the pantaloons, 
showing the inner side thereof and the gar 
ment-supporting device connected thereto; 
Fig. 2, an edge view of the device looking 
down thereon; Fig. 3, an end view thereof; 
Fig. 4, a detail view of one of the depending 
straps, with the engaging hook, of a pair of 
suspenders or shoulder-braces. 
In the accompanying drawings, A B repre 

sent the front ends of the ordinary suspen 
ders or shoulder-braces, and b the depending 
straps, With the usual engaging hook c for con 
necting with the garment-supporting device. 

I have shown and described a part only of 
the Ordinary suspenders or shoulder-braces, 
as the same forms no part of the invention and 
as any means may be employed for extend 
ing over the shoulders of the wearer and 
adapted for engaging with the supporting de 
vice, as found most desirable. 
The garment-supporting device, which is 

adapted for use in connection with the sus 
penders or shoulder braces or straps, is con 
structed of spring-wire, substantially in the 
form shown in Fig. of the drawings. The 
wire of the desired length is bent at or near 
its center to form an inverted-U-shaped loop 

C for the hook c of the suspenders or shoul 
der braces or straps to engage and is of suffi 
cient width to give room for the hook to slide 
laterally thereon from one side to the other, 
so as to adapt itself to the motion of the body. 
The wire forming the loop, at the base thereof, 
is extended slightly outward in a horizontal 
direction to provide means for securely at 
taching it to the pantaloons by stitching, as 
shown at C in Fig. 1 of the drawings. From 
the point of attachment, as above described, 
the wire extends in an upward direction to 
form a rigid frame D, the wire of said frame 
being preferably extended outwardly at an 
obtuse angle, as shown at e, to give to the 
frame increased strength at its juncture with 
the laterally-extending braces EF, although 
this is not absolutely necessary. The braces 
E F are formed by extending the wire later 
ally and in an outward direction from each 
side of the frame D, the braces terminating 
in independent arms f, which form the top 
portion of the braces. These laterally - ex 
tending braces E F Support and retain in 
shape the waistband of the pantaloons, and 
the point thereon where the strain comes from 
connection with the suspenders or shoulder 
braces or straps is also retairied in shape. 
The arms f of the braces terminate in loops 
or eyes d, or any preferred and well-known 
means may be employed at the extremity or 
free ends of the arms to limit the movement 
thereof, so as to prevent them from slipping 
out of their fastenings after being Sewed to 
the fabric, as shown in Fig. 1 of the draw 
ings, said loops or eyes also forming stops 
for the arms to prevent the arms from over 
lapping each other when the same yield in 
either direction to adapt the device to the mo 
tion of the body of the wearer. The arms f 
being free to yield independent of each other 
by virtue of the wire forming the upper por 
tion of the braces being in sections to form 
said arms, the braces are enabled to conform 
to the body above the hips and adapt them 
selves to the motion of the body in Stooping 
or leaning sidewise, thereby giving ease and 
comfort to the Wearer. 

In a device of the within-described charac 
ter when constructed of Wire it is luecessary 
for the successful operation of the device to 
Alapt itself to the motion of the body to 
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have the wire forming the upper portion of 
the braces to be separated and not continu 
ous, in order to form independent arms, so 
that either brace may yield independent of 
the other as circumstances require. 
Having now fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
A garment - supporting device formed of 

wire and comprising an inverted-U-shaped 
loop, the wire at the base thereof extending 
slightly outwardly and horizontally from said 
loop to provide means for securing it to the 
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fabric by stitching, the wire from said point 
extending upward to form a frame and thence 
outwardly to form lateral and independently 
yielding braces having inwardly-extending 
arms terminating in enlarged ends, substan 
tially as and for the purpose described. 

In testimony that I claim the above I have 
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
of two witnesses. 

ISAAC. B. KELLER. 
Witnesses: 

S. C. PETERs, 
FRANK NISLEY. 

  


