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CABLE-SLITTING DEVICE. 
Application filed April 14, 1927. Serial No. 183,823. 

This invention relates to cable slitting de 
vices and is designed for slitting the wrap 
pings of an electric cable lengthwise to per 
mit access to be had to the conductor con 
tained within said wrappings. 
There is now in extensive use a form of 

electric cable which is oblongin cross section 
and in which are arranged 
ductors which are separately wound with in 
sulating material. When such conductors are 
to be connected with other conductors or with 
the terminals of an electrical device it is of 
course necessary that the cable wrappings 
should be removed and the insulating wrap 
pings removed from the individual conduc 
tors to bare the same so that an electrical con 
nection may be established. It has been cus 
tomary to split such a cable between the two 
conductors by the use of a pocket knife but 
this is rather a slow difficult operation and, 
further, it is very difficult to so guide the 
knife blade as to avoid cutting the insulating 
wrappings on the individual conductors or even cutting the conductors themselves. The 
insulation on the individual conductors is 
? wound and when this remains intact 
the insulation may be quickly and easily re 
moved by grasping the ends of the spiral 
windings and unwinding the same. If thein 
sulating wrappings have been broken in one 
or more places the individual pieces must be 
separately removed, which involves a loss of 
time. It is therefore desirable that the insu 
lating wrappings on the individual conduc 
tors should remain intact. 
One object of the present invention is to provide a simple efficient device for slitting 

the wrappings of an electric cable length 
wise to permit access to be had to the con 
ductor contained within said wrappings. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide such a device which will slit the wrap 
pings of the cable between two conductors 
contained therein withoutbreaking the insu 
lating wrappings on the individual conduc 
tors. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide such a device which will slit the opposite 
sides of the cable wrappings j?????????? 
so as to completely separate the two individ 
ual conductors at a single operation. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

two parallel con 

vide such a device which will be simple and compact in its arrangement, of lightweight 
and of such a character that it can be easily manipulated. . . r 
Other objects of the invention will appear 

as the device is described in detail. T. 
In the accompanying drawings Fig. 1 is 

a plan view of a device embodying my inven 
tion; Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same, 
partly broken away; Fig. 3 is a transverse 
section taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; Fig. 
4 is a transverse section taken on the line 
4-4 of Fig. 2; Fig. 5 is a 
the end portion of a cable; and Fig. 6 is a 
similar view showing the cable after it has 
been slitted. 
In these drawings I have illustrated one 

embodiment of my invention but it will be 
understood that this particular embodiment 
has been chosen for the purposes of illustra 
tion only and that the device may take vari 
ous forms without departing from the spirit 
of the invention. 
The device preferably comprises two mum 

bers movably connected one to the other, one 
or both of said members having, connected 
therewith a cutter blade and said members 
being so arranged that they will guide a 
cable in the direction of its length and in 
contact with said cutter or cutters. It will 
be obvious that the manner of connecting the 
two members and the arrangement of the 
cutters and guide may take various forms. 
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In that particular embodiment here illus 

trated the device comprises two elongated 
members 10 and 11 which are pivotally con 
nected one to the other near one end of the de 
vice. As here shown, one of the members, 11, 
has near its forward end upwardly extending 
ears 12 between which the adjacent end of the 
other member, 10, extends and to which it is 
connected by means of a pivot pin.13. The 
opposite end portions of the two members 
are shaped to form handles and may, if de 
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sired, have their end portions turned outward 
ly, as shown at 14, to provide for a firm pull 
ing grip on the device. The forward ends of 
the two members, between the ears 12, are . . 
spaced apart, as shown in Fig. 2, to provide a 
space through which the end of a cable may be 
inserted and the opposed portions of the two 
members in the rear of said ears have longi 
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tudinal grooves 15 which cooperate to form 
???idey into which the endportion of the 

cable may be inserted and in which it may 
have movement in the direction of its length. 
The grooves are of such shape that a cable ob 
long in cross section, may be supported in 
the guideway in a horizontal position. 
Mounted on each member of the device is a 
cutter 16 arranged in a plane parallel with 
and extending into the respective grooves 15. 
In the present instance, each member has a 
slot 17 in which the cutters are mounted, the 
cutters being here illustrated in the form of 
rotatable disks carried by pins 18 mounted in 
the respective members. If desired, the axes 
of the two blades may be arranged in different 
planes so that the blades will not be directly 
in line one with the other. 
In using the device the operator grasps the 

handle portion thereof with one hand and 
manipulates the two members to separate the 
blades and then, with his other hand, inserts 
into the gu 
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ideway, between the blades, the end 
portion of the cable, the cable being inserted 
in the guideway a distance corresponding to 
the length of the portion thereof which is to 
be slit. The two members are then moved one 
toward the other to cause the blades to engage 
the opposite sides of the cable, the arrange 
ment being such that the blades will engage 
the cable substantially midway between the 
lateral edges thereof. When the blades have 
been forced into the wrappings of the cable 
the cable is moved lengthwise of the device 
to withdraw it from the guideway and as it 
is withdrawn the wrapping will be slit on both 
sides, as shown in Fig. 6. Ordinarily in this 
operation the cable will be in one 
hand and the slitting device in the other and 
movement will be imparted to both the cable 
and the slitting device. It will be obvious, 
however, that either the cable or the slitting 
device may be held against longitudinal move 
ment and the other part may be moved with 
relation thereto, it being only necessary that 
the cable and the cutters should have relative 
???ment in the direction of the length of the 
COB. 
While I have shown and described one em 

invention I wish it to be 
understood that I do not desire to be limited 
bodiment of my 
to the details thereof as various modifications 
may occur to a person skilled in the art. 
Having now fully described my invention, 

1,686,044 

what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is: 

1. In a cable slitting device, two members 
pivotally connected one to the other on an axis 
transverse to their length and having opposed 
portions provided with longitudinal grooves 
to form a guideway for a cable, cutters car 
ried by the respective members and extending 
into said grooves, said members having parts 
forming handles by means of which one of 
said cutters may be moved toward and from 
the other. 

2. In a cable slitting device, two elongated 
members pivotally connected one to the other 
on an axis transverse to their length and near 
one end of said device and having parts near 
the other end of said device to form handles, 
said members having parts extending length 
wise thereof and cooperating to guide a cable 
in the direction of its length, each of said 
members having a slot, and cutters rotatably 
mounted in the respective slots and arranged 
to engage a cable when the latter is moved 
lengthwise of said device. 

3. In a cable slitting device, two elongated 
members arranged substantially parallel one 
with the other, ears carried by one of said 
members near one end thereof, means for piv-º 
otally mounting the adjacent end of the other 
member between said ears, said ends of said 
members being spaced apart between said 
ears, said members having longitudinal 
grooves in the opposed portions thereof to 
form a guideway to receive a cable and hav 
ing slots opening into said grooves, and cut 
ters rotatably mounted in the respective slots 
and extending into said grooves. 

4. In a cable slitting device, two elongated 
members pivotally connected one to the other 
on an axis transverse to the length thereof and 
arranged to provide a passageway for a cable 
between the pivotally connected portions 
thereof, said members having portions form 
ing handles, one of said members having a 
portion shaped to form a guideway for the 
cable in line with said passageway, and a 
cutter carried by the other of said members 
and arranged to engage a cable in said guide 
way and slit the same when said cable is 
moved lengthwise in said guideway. 

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature 
hereto. 

- GROVER. T. STOTT. 

8) 

85 

90 

95 

100 

05 


