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This invention relates to foundation garments for 
Women and more particularly to such garments generally 
referred to as pantie girdles. 
One known form of pantie girdle includes, as seen in 

elevation, a first or front panel of substantially inelastic 
material opposed upright edges of which are joined to 
respective corresponding edges of a second panel of elas 
tic material, the lower edge of the front panel being 
united with or formed in one with an edge of a crotch 
piece an opposite edge of which is secured to a central 
part of the lower edge of the second panel. In use por 
tions of the second panel on respective opposite sides of 
the first panel tightly engage the upper parts of the wear 
er's legs and by virtue of the resilient nature of the second 
panel bulges of flesh appear on the legs immediately 
Subjacent the girdle. These bulges can often be seen 
through the outer garments of the wearer and are un 
sightly. It is one object of the present invention to pro 
vide an improved pantie girdle use of which avoids the 
formation of flesh bulges on the legs of the wearer. An 
other disadvantage of this known type of girdle is that 
the resilient nature of the second panel has the effect that 
in use the second panel is stretched and the anterior ab 
dominal part of the wearer engaged by the first panel is 
thereby disposed in a forwardly projecting and unsightly 
attitude. A further object of the present invention is to 
provide a pantie girdle which provides improved support 
for the anterior abdominal portion of the wearer engaged 
by the girdle. 
According to the present invention a pantie girdle 

comprises, as seen in front elevation, front and rear panels 
which extend downwardly at least from approximately 
waist level of the wearer and which are formed from 
material which is substantially inelastic at least in a 
circumferential direction, a crotch piece connecting a 
lower part of the front panel with a lower part of the 
rear panel and side panels of resilient fabric each con 
nected along opposite upright edges thereof with corre 
sponding upright edges of the front and rear panels, 
lower edges of the girdle formed by the front, rear and 
side panels being upwardly and outwardly curved away 
from the crotch piece so as substantially to follow the 
line of the groin of the wearer. 
The invention will now be described by way of exam 

ple, with reference to the accompanying, somewhat dia 
grammatic drawings, in which: 
FIGURES 1, 2 and 3 depict plan views respectively of 

a front, a rear and a side panel of a pantie girdle accord 
ing to the invention; and 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of a pantie girdle in 

a position of use and according to the invention. 
Referring to the drawings, a pantie girdle 1 comprises 

a front panel 3, a rear panel 5 and two side panels 7. 
The front panel 3 which is formed from substantially in 
elastic textile fabric, as viewed in front elevation in the 
finished garment, includes an upper edge 9, upright side 
edges 11 and 13 and lower edges 15 and 17 connected at 
lower ends thereof by a V-shaped edge part 19. The 
rear panel 5 which is formed from textile fabric is sub 
stantially inelastic at least in a direction circumferential 
with respect to the wearer though it may be formed, if 
desired, from textile fabric having a degree of elasticity 
in a sense longitudinally of the wearer. The panel 5 as 
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2 
viewed in front elevation in the finished garment includes 
an upper edge 21, upright side edges 23 and 25 and lower 
edges 27 and 29 connected at lower ends thereof by an 
edge part 31 of a shape complementary with that of the 
edge part 19. A lowermost part 33 of the rear panel 
constitutes a crotch piece of the girdle when the edge 
parts 19 and 31 are sewn together. It will be appreciated, 
however, that the crotch piece may be formed as a sepa 
rate piece and may be detachably secured in known man 
ner to the panels 3 and 5. 

Each side panel 7 is formed preferably from mesh 
elastic material and is resiliently stretchable circumferen 
tially and longitudinally with respect to the wearer. The 
side panels 7 each include as viewed in elevation in the 
finished garment an upper edge 35, a lower edge 37 and 
front and rear upright edges 39 and 41. 

Secured alongside the lower edges 27 and 29 of the 
rear panel 5 and preferably also alongside the edge 37 
of each side panel 7 are respective strips 28 of stretched 
elastic textile material the purpose of which is to obviate 
the appearance of bagginess at the rear of the garment 
when the garment is in use. 
To assemble the garment, the edge parts 19 and 31 are 

Secured together by stitching, the edge 1 of the front 
panel 3 is stitched to the edge 39 of one of the side panels 
7 and the edges 23 and 25 of the rear panel 5 are stitched 
respectively to the rear edges 41 of the side panels. The 
corresponding edges 13 and 39 of the front and one of 
the side panels are secured by stitching together over 
short lowermost lengths thereof and the remaining lengths 
of these edges are provided for the purpose of access to 
and from the garment with complementary fastening 
means, Suitably hook and eye fasteners 43 or, alterna 
tively, for example a sliding clasp fastener. 
The edges 9, 21 and 35 define an upper edge of the 

finished girdle to which is attached a band 45 of elastic 
textile fabric, which when the girdle is in use is disposed 
approximately at or somewhat above the waist level of 
the Wearer. Thus the upper edge of the garment engages 
the body of the wearer at a location where surplus flesh 
is not customarily present and therefore no flesh bulges 
tend to form above the level of the garment. 
The edges 15, 29 and 37 and edges 17, 27 and 37 define 

the lower edges of leg holes of the garment. As will be 
seen from the drawings the edges 15, 29, 17, 27 and 37 
all are curved in a direction upwardly and outwardly 
away from the crotch piece 33 and the front edges at least 
of the leg holes thus formed reside substantially in the 
groins of the wearer where no appreciable surplus of 
flesh is usually present. Thus no flesh bulges tend to 
appear below the leg-holes of the garment when the latter 
is in situ. 
As will be apparent from the drawings, the front and 

rear panels 3 and 5 extend over a substantial part of the 
circumference of the wearer and the side panels 7 are 
correspondingly short as regards their circumferential 
Span. Thus, the stretchability circumferentially of the 
girdle is limited to an extent greater than has been the 
case hitherto in such garments. Because of this improved 
Support a flattening effect is imparted to the anterior ab 
dominal region of the wearer of the girdle. 
When in position on the wearer, the strips 28 of elastic 

textile material are nearly fully stretched and the appear 
ance of bagginess occasioned by the fullness of material 
required for the seat in the lower part of the panel 5 is 
avoided. 

For decorative effect the front panel is covered with 
lace 51 and the leg holes are also trimmed with bands 53 
of lace. 

For supporting stockings from the girdle, the edges of 
leg holes have secured thereto suspenders 55 of known 
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What I claim is: 
1. A paintie girdle comprising front and rear panels, a 

crotch piece connecting the front and rear panels at the 
lower edges thereof, and side panels, each connected along 
opposite upright edges thereof with the front and rear 
panels, characterized by the following features: 
A, the front and rear panels are 

(1) substantially inelastic circumferentially and 
(2) are of a width to embrace a substantial part of 

the circumference of the wearer 
B. the side panels are 

(1) each circumferentially shorter than either the 
front or the rear panel, and 

(2) are of substantially resilient material; 
C. the front, rear and side panels are of lengths to ex 

tend downwardly from substantially the waist level 
of the wearer; and 

D. the lower edges of the front and side panels are 
curved upwardly and outwardly away from the crotch 
piece, extending from the latter at substantial oblique 
angles so as to closely follow the line of the groin 
of a person wearing the garment. 

2. A pantie girdle as claimed in claim 1, wherein releas 
able fastening means are provided along a substantial 
length both of an upright edge of the front panel and the 
corresponding edge of the adjacent side panel. 
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3. A pantie girdle as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 

the crotch piece is formed in one with the rear panel. 
4. A pantie girdle as claimed in claim 1, wherein along 

lower edges of the girdle on opposite sides of the crotch 
piece are provided resilient suspender means for support 
ing stockings in relation to the girdle. 

5. A pantie girdle as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
crotch piece is releasably attached to the front and rear 
panels. 

6. The pantie girdle of claim 1, further characterized 
by strips of stretched elastic material extending lengthwise 
along the lower edges of the rear and side panels. 

7. The pantie girdle of claim 6, further characterized 
by the fact that said strips of stretched elastic material 
also extend lengthwise along the side edges of the crotch 
piece. 
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