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Be it known that I, GUSTAVUS A. WILL, a, 
citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city of St. Iouis and State of Missouri, have 
imwented a Certain neW and useful Temporary 
Cowering for Bung-Holes, of Which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
In practice kegs and caskS * are shipped 

from the factory or cooperage with the bung 
hole cut in the same. This leaves an open 
ing to the interior of the cask,' whereby dirt 
and other objectionable foreign material may 

| enter the same, which necessitates_the wash 
ing or rinSing Out of the Same before it can 
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be used, and, further, it exposes the interior 
of the cask to the drying effect of the out 
Side air, Which tends to shrink the staves to 
Such a degree, in Some instances, as to cause' 
the cask to fall to pieces inshipment. There 
haW'e been WariouS meanS tried to. Owercoume 
these difficulties-as, for instance, driving a 

* bung in the bung-hole. In this case the bumg 
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haS to be remowed before the cask can be 
1made use of tO introduce the material the 
Cask is to contain. In doing So the cask is 
more Or leSS disfigured and injured. 
My in wention relates to means for con wen 

iently closing the bung - hole Openings im 
kegS and Casks, and haS for its object the pro 
wision of a simple and efficient dewice for S0 
doing that Shall be capable of being conven 
iently applied and remowed and inexpensive, 

| adapted to fulfill the following requirements: 
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to close the opening against the entrance of 
foreign matter and imperwious to air. 

It conSistS in a cOwering-piece of some flexi 
ble material of a Size Somewhat larger than 
the bung-hole, adapted to be Secured to the 
outside of the Cask ower the bumg-hole by 
Some adheSiWe material and c0ated or other 
Wise prepared, S0 aS to be imperwious to air. 

In the accompanying drawings, in which 
like letterS of reference denote like parts in 
the Seweral figures, IFigure 1 is a perspective 
wieW of a cask With my . in wention applied 
thereto cowering the bung-hole formed in the 
Side thereof. Fig.2 is a croSS-Section of a por 
tion of the cask, taken diametrically acroSS 
the bung-hole. F'igS. 8 and 4 are wieWS, as in 
R'ig, 2, ShoWing in Fig. 8 the (eowering as being 

| broken by the introduction of a plug or bung, 
and in IF'ig. 4 the bung driven home, as in 
closing the cask When it has been filled. . 

| | | The cowering-piece B is made of any flexible 
material, So that it is readily Conformable 
to the unewen Surface of the Side of the cask 
A, and Secured over the bung-hole C by Some 
adhesive material, Such as a coating of glue 
or paste on the under Side of the cowering B 
or the Outside of the Cask A under the cOwer 
ing-piece. The Cowering-piece - B is made of 
Some flexible material-Such aS cloth-and 
the Same coated ower With warnish or other' 
material, making the Cowering imper'wious to 
air after it haS been applied to the cask; or it 
may be · made of a material that is in itself 
imperwiouS to air, or prepared by dipping it, 
&c., So that it is made So before application. 
In practice the c0wering Will be applied at 

the c00perage Where the caskS are made. 
When the cask is used, the COwering can sim 
ply be remowed or the part thereof immedi 
ately ower the opening cut aWay, or, prefer 
ably, aS illustrated in B'ig. 8, the cowering B 

' is Simply broken by the forced introduction 
of a plug or bung ID or by the end of a fun 
nel used to fill the cask, which will only 
break or tear. the cowering B Ower tle hole C, 
|lea.wing a fragmentary Central portion, whicln 
when the bung D is finally driven home, as 
shoWm in Fig. 4, So aS to close the cask when 
it has been filled, Will act aS a bung-stay Sur 
rounding the bung 'lD, helping to fill out the 
"bung-hole C and make the Same air and liquid 
tight, and also assisting to retain the bung D 
in the hole C. 

I claim- ? 

The herein-described temporary coverring 
piece of flexible material imperwious to air 
and adheSiwely Secured .0wer. the bung-hole 
and SO arranged and placed With relation to 
the bung-hole that the bung may be driven 
home Without first remowing the said tempo 
'rary cOwering and be retained SO as to form 
a more imperwious plug, in Combination with 
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for the bung-holeS in casks, consisting in a, . 

95 

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig- .' 
| a Cask, Substantially aS described. 
nature, in preSence of tWo Witnesses, this 12th 
day of September, 1891. 

GUSTAWUS A. WILL. 
Witnesses: 

J. N. CROOKES, 
A. RAMET. 


