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Tp all whom it may concern:

" Beitknown that I, AMBRO J. NORTHCRAFT,
acitizen of the United States, residing at St.
Louis, in the State of Missouri, have invented
a néw and useful Rack, of which the follow-
ing i3 a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
racks; the objects in view being to provide a
rack adapted for drying clothes or displaying
articles for sale; to render the same adjust-
able so as to be capable of being packed flat
for shipping and storage; to adapt the rack to
be suspended or supported upon the ground,
as desired; and for indoor or outdoor use.

_ Other objects and advantages of the inven-

tion will appear in the following description,
and the novel features thereof will be par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.
- Referring to the drawings:—Figure 1 is a
perspective view of a rack embodying my in-
vention, the same being shown open and sus-
pended. Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse sec-
tional view through the lower portion of the
rack. Fig. 3 is a detail in perspective of the
lower end of the rack, the same being ar-
ranged in operative position..

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

In the practice of my invention I employ a
vertical rod or standard 1, the same having
its upper end terminating in a hook 2, and by
which it may be suspended from any suitable
support; and below the hook provided with
a stop or shoulder 3. On this standard I ar-
range a series of loose arms 4, the same be-
ing centrally perforated to receive the stand-
ard and provided upon their under sides with
space-blocks 6, or enlargements, so that the
outer ends of the arms do not contact. These
arms I preferably provide at one side of their
centers upon one of their faces with staples
6> and connect the entire series by means of
a limiting cord 7 which will permit each arm
to turn a slight distanee farther than the arm
below or in advance thereof, as shown in Fig.
1 of the drawings. These arms are main-
tained in position upon the standard by means
of a nut 8, for the reception of which thelower
end of the standard is threaded. This

5o threaded lower end also passes through a pair

g of aligning perforations 9, formed in the up-

per sides of a pair of U-shaped swiveled sup-
porting-legs 10, below which said nut 8, is lo-
cated upon the standard. By tightening this
nut thelegs may be held immovable, and thus

may be locked either in alignment or at an
-1 angle to each other.

In the former position
they are inoperative and in the latter posi-
tion they are operative and designed to sup-
port the rack. The legs of course are of no
use when the rack is supported from the up-
per end, unless the support, to be hereinafter
deseribed, is lowered, so as to permit thelegs
to rest upon the ground.

It will be understood that the rack may be
supported or placed in position in a yard,
store, drying-room, kitchen, or other place,
and upon its location will depend to some ex-
tent the manner of its support. I prefer, how-
ever, to employ a supporting-post 13, the same
having at its upper end a horizontal arm 14,
having a brace 15. An eye or pulley 16, is
located at the end of the arm, and similar eyes
or pulleys 17 and 18 are located respectively
at the upper and lower ends of the post. A
suspension-rope 19, is passed through the eyes
18, 17, and 16, and beyond the latter is pro-
vided with a ring 20, designed to engage the
hook 2 of the rack in a detachable manner.
By means of this hoisting-device the rack may
beraised and lowered to and from the ground
in a manner that will be obvious.

It will be seen that my rack may have its
arms swung info alignment with each other
as also may its legs, as heretofore described,
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and the whole set against the wall or sus-

pended from a nail upon the wall, as may be
desired, and when it is not in use will be out
of the way and occupy no floor-space.

I do not limit my invention to the precise
details of construction herein shown and de-
scribed, but hold that I may vary the same
to any degree and extent within the knowl-
edge of the skilled mechanie.

The rack will be found convenient for dry-
ing both large and small articles of clothes
after washing; and also, for displaying vari-
ous kinds of goods in quantities in stores, and
I therefore do nof limit ‘my invention to the
use to which the device may be put.

Having described my invéntion, what I
claim is— :
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1. In a rack, the combination with a verti-
cal standard, .of a series of arms swiveled
thereon, and a connecting-rope throughout
the series for limiting the swing thereof, sub-

5 stantially as speeified.

2. In a rack, the combination with-a verti-
cal standard, of a series of arms swiveled
thereon, and a rope connecting loosely a plu-
rality of said arms for limiting their separa-,

x> tion, substantially as specified. ‘
3. In a rack,the combination with a stand-
ard terminating at its lower end in legs and
at its upper end in a hook, of a series of in--
termediate swiveled arms arranged thereon,
and a hoisting-device for the rack, substan-

I5 ar
tially as specified.

4, The combination with the post having an
arm,guide-eyes,and theoperating-ropepassed
through the guide-eyes, of a standard having
an upper bent end, a ring arranged on the
rope for engaging the standard, a series of
arms swiveled on the standard, and feet at
the lower end of the standard, substantially
as specified.

in testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

AMBRO J. NORTHCRAFT.
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Witnesses:
AnNiE L. MILLER,
SAMUEL T. NORTHCRAFT.




