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|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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This international application (claims) describes first an invention
relating to a process for producing fine cellulose fibers (claims 1-2),
secondly an invention relating to a process for producing a resin
composition (claims 3-4), and thirdly a product invention relating to
fine cellulose fibers and uses thereof (claims 5-9).

The invention in claim 1 involves unclear parts as to what specific
substances are meant by the wordings "nonvolatile or poorly volatile
primary amine"™ and "cellulose fibers or fine cellulose fibers having
carboxy groups". However, documents 1-11 each indicate that a primary
amine corresponding to the "nonvolatile or poorly volatile primary amine"
was reacted with an oxidized cellulose corresponding to the "cellulose
fibers or fine cellulose fibers having carboxy groups" to prepare an
oxidizedcellulosederivative havingamidebonds. Theinventioninclaims
1 and 2 hence lacks novelty in relation to documents 1-11. No special
technical feature is considered to be possessed by the invention.

The inventions of claims 3 and 4 are not relevant to inventions which
involve all the matters to define the invention in claim 1.

The invention in c¢laim 3 shares, with the invention in claim 1, a
technical featurewherein "anonvolatile or poorlyvolatile primary amine"
and "cellulose fibers or fine cellulose fibers having carboxy groups"
are used. However, the technical feature is disclosed in documents 1-11.
Consequently, the inventions share no special technical feature.

The inventions of claims 5-9 are not relevant to inventions which
involve all of the matters to define the invention in claim 1 and which
have a same category.

The invention in claim 5 shares, with the invention in c¢laim 1,
invention-defining matters which are "amidated" and "fine cellulose".
However, such shared matters are disclosed in documents 1-11.
Consequently, the inventions share no special technical feature.

As said above, since claim 1 does not have novelty over the documents
1-11 and it is not considered that there is a special technical feature
between claim 1 and claims 3, 5, it is considered that three inventions
are set forth in claims of this international application.

On the other hand, since the applicant has not paid an additional
fee in response to the order for payment of additional fee, this
International Searching Authority has prepared an Opinion concerning
the inventions of claims 1 and 2.

The wording "the carboxy groups of cellulose fibers or fine cellulose
fibers having carboxy groups" in claim 1 of the present invention merely
specifies that carboxy groups are present as partial structures in any
positions within the cellulose fibers. Consequently, what specific
chemical structure the cellulose fibers have cannot be clearlyunderstood.

At the time of the filing of this application, not only poly(uronic
acid) (so-called "oxidized cellulose") obtained by oxidizing the
hydroxymethyl moiety (6-position hydroxy moiety) of each of the glucose
unit frameworks of cellulose with an oxidizing agent such as TEMPO to
convert the frameworks into uronic acid frameworks but also substances
such as so-called "carboxymethyl cellulose (CMC) " obtained by etherifying
hydroxy groups of cellulose with carboxymethyl groups were well-known
as "cellulose having carboxy groups".

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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Meanwhile, the cellulose fibers for which synthesis examples are
specifically shown in the description and with which the problem of
providing a process for producing fine cellulose fibers having a high
pyrolysis temperature was able to be solved are limited to substances
which are the so-called "oxidized cellulose" described above.

Incidentally, there is neither common technical knowledge that "CMC",
which 1s completely different from the "oxidized cellulose”" in
substitution with functional group structures, has the same physical
properties as the "oxidized cellulose", nor common technical knowledge
that the "oxidized cellulose" and "CMC" are some of the substances with
which the above-mentioned problem of the present invention is solved.

Thus, the description does not clearly and sufficiently describe the
invention in claims 1 and 2, which involve embodiments in which the
cellulose fibers described in claim 1 are not fibers of the poly(uronic
acid) (oxidized cellulose) described above, to such a degree that a person
skilled in the art can practice. Since the invention in claims 1 and
2 goes beyond the range supported by the description, the invention is
not considered to be described in Detailed Description of the Invention.

The inventions of claims 1 and 2 are unclear as said above, are not
fully disclosed in and are not fully supported by the description to
such a degree that a person skilled in the art can work said inventions.

Therefore, in this international search, a prior art search was made
only for the claimed subject matters in which the substance specified
by the wording "the carboxy groups of cellulose fibers or fine cellulose
fibers having carboxy groups" in claim 1 is limited to the poly(uronic
acid) (oxidized cellulose) described above.
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