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To all achom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HENRY R. HART, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of Montclair, in the county of Essex 
and State of New Jersey, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Footballs, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
My object is to provide a football which 

will facilitate more accurate and rapid play, 
by enabling the players to handle the ball 
with more certainty and more quickly posi 
tion the ball for any intended play than is 
possible with balls as heretofore con 
structed. 
The ball is shown in the accompanying 

drawing in which Fig. 1 is a side eleva 
tion and Fig. 2 is an end elevation in cross 
section. 
The balls used in the present day games, 

such as football, basketball, volley ball, etc., 
consist of an outer cover of leather, canvas 
or other material. A bag or bladder made 
of rubber is placed inside the leather cover 
ing through an opening, which, when the 
bladder is inflated is laced, tightly together, 
entirely covering the rubber bladder. The 
leather, or Outer cover thus giving protec 
tion to the rubber bladder and also neces 
sary weight and strength to the ball itself 
when inflated and ready for play. 
My present object is to provide a ball 

with which play will be made faster by en 
abling the players to handle the ball more 
quickly and with more accuracy than is 
possible with balls as heretofore con 
structed. 

In carrying out my invention, I provide 
an outer cover with two openings, these be 
ing located at diametrically opposite points; 
the outer cover of the ball thus balances 
it so that its flight through the air in the 
given direction will be rendered certain, 
each opening being of about equal length 
and with lacings of about equal length and 
weight and are used identically as the lac 
ing of the present ball except there being 
two instead of one. 

These lacings and openings on opposite 
sides of the ball not only balance it in flight 
but act as hand or finger holds for throwing 
the ball. The ordinary bladder can be 
used; or one with two stems or valves op 
posite each other, or at each opening, in 
which case, if either valve develops trouble 
the other one can always be used, thus giv 
ing double service. 

For the game of football it is customary 
in making a drop kick for the player to 
turn the ball in his hand until the lacing 
is in position to afford him a grip, as well 
as to position the ball and this adjustment 
of the ball can be more quickly accom 
plished by having two lacings both of 
which will be brought into position to pro 
vide hand holds, one at each side and with 
out turning the ball to the extent other 
Wise required. 
The hand holds come into use in other 

games such as basketball and volley bail. 
The two lacings also render it possible to 
take up slack in the cover more evenly 
than when one lacing is employed. 

In balls as heretofore constructed the 
unbalanced feature lies in the outer case 
itself with the one lacing. With my con 
struction employing the two openings with 
the two lacings this unbalanced feature of 
the ball is removed. 
The openings in the cover are shown at 

1-1 and the lacings at 2. 
I claim: - 

1. A foot ball having a bladder, and a 
cover therefor with openings at diametri 
cally opposite points with a lacing at each 
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opening for closing the same, substantially 
as described. - 

2. A football comprising a bladder with 
filling valves at diametrically opposite 
points thereof, and a cover having open 
ings at diametrically opposite points, with 
a lacing for each opening, substantially as 
described. 

In testimony whereof affix my signa 
ture. 

HENRY RIDGEWAY HART. 
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