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To «ll whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, Joun J. CARTER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
in the county of Essex and State of New Jer-
sey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Mop Heads or Holders; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
stich as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to letters-of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

The objects of thisinvention are to provide
a mop-holder in which the mop or cloth shall
be firmly held in place during the cleaning
operations; to provide a holder in which the
opposite end of the cloth from the one inserted
in the jawsean be held against too free move-
ment; to enable the cloth to be arranged over
the mop-holder itself, so as to cover it and
prevent scratching of the surface to be
cleaned; to provide a mop-holder having an-

gular forward corners which can be inserted

into corners to be cleaned; to obtain a sim-
ple construction easily operated and not
liable to get out of order, and to secure other
advantages and results, some of which may
be referred to hereinafter in connection with
the desecription of the working parts.
Theinvention consistsin the improved mop
head or holder and in the arrangements and
combinations of parts of the same, all sub-
stantially as will be hereinafter set forth, and

finally embraced in the elauses of the claim.-

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in each of the views,
Figure 1 isaviewof myimproved mop-holder
in perspective and showing a brush-holder
which may be formed thereon. Fig. 2 isa
plan of the holder, and Fig. 3 is a central
longitudinal section on line z, Fig. 2.

In said drawings, a indicates the body por-
tion of the mop-holder, preferably formed of
sheet metal and somewhat triangular in
shape, the sides converging toward the rear
end. The forward end of the body portion
is bent upward at right angles, as at b, and
provided with teeth b'. At the rear end is a
socket ¢, formed by rolling up the sides of

the body portion orlateral tongues¢’ thereon,
said socket being adapted to receive the end
of a handle d, by which the mop is operated.
Said handle extends to the rearward and may
be of any suitable length and construction
desired, its end being fitted into the socket
c. Ears e e at the sides of the body portion
are bent upward at right angles and perfo-
rated to form bearings for a movable upper
jaw f, adapted to cobperate with the jaw
formed by the body portion. Said upper jaw
conforms in general shape to the body por-
tion ¢ and has its forward end bent at right
angles, as at g, and provided with teeth ¢,
which alternate in position with those on the
body portion and are adapted to intermesh
therewith when closed together. Said jawf
is provided at the sides with ears ¢ 7, bent
downward at right angles and adapted to lie
against the inner sides of the ears ¢ on the
body portion. Said ears eand ¢ have coincid-
ing perforations, and a pin j is passed there-
through and riveted at each end to prevent
withdrawal. The movable jaw can thus be
swung pivotally upon said pin to open and
close the holder.

The jaws of the holder are normally held
closed together by a spiral spring k, coiled
around the pin j and pressing with its two
free ends against the adjacent inner surfaces
of the jaws, as will be understood. The jaws
are opened against the power of thespring &
by means of a finger-piece or lever i, formed
at the rear end of the movable upper jaw,
said finger-piece being bent outwardly and
terminating short of the socket ¢, so as to in-
sure freedom of movement. DBy pressing this
finger-piece the jaw fis swang upon the pin

J and its forward end lifted from the teeth on

the body portion, allowing the mop or cloth
to be inserted between the teeth or removed.

It will benoted that the forward outer cor-
ners of the mop-holder are sharply angular,
the angle being ninety degrees or something
less, so that the mop may be readily worked
into and around corners to clean them with-
out the other parts of the mop striking and
preventing access to the corner to be cleaned.

In using the mop-holder one end of the
cloth or mop is gripped between the teeth and
the other end is carried around the under
side of the holder and held by a spring m.
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Said spring is preferably | l-shaped and has
its two ends fastened to the body portion near
its forward end in any suitable manner, pref-
erably by inserting them in perforations
therein and bending them against the body
portion, asshown in Fig. 3.  The central part
of the spring normally engages the under side
of the body portion near where the handleis
inserted and with sufficient force to hold the
end of the mop firmly thereagainst.

It will be evident that when the spring m/
is used upon the movable jaw it may also
serve to keep said jaw in closed position and
the spiral spring % be dispensed with. Other
modifications in form and arrangement of the
springs may be made without departing from
the spirit or scope of the invention.

It will be understood that my improved
mop-holder is more especially intended for
light work, such as washing windows and
wiping.off paintwork or wall-paper. In this
worlk it is often desirable to use a brush or
duster upon the surface in conneetion with
the mop or cloth, and I may therefore pro-
vide means upon my mop-holder for receiv-
ing the handle of a brush. Said means pref-
erably comprise a suitably curved or bent
picce n of sheet metal, having its ends o o
thrust through slits g, provided therefor in
the upper jaw f, as shown in.Tig. 1. Said
ends o after passing through the slits p are
returned outwardly and upwardly, so that
the extreme edges o' thereof rest against the
under side of the jaw f. A certain elasticity
is thus obtained, which causes the piece 7 to
press firmly against the handle of a bruash in-
serted between said piece 12 and jaw f.

ITaving thus described the invention, what
I claim as new is—

1. A mop head or holder having a body por-
tion and a jaw pivoted thereon, said parts
having codperating teeth, and a | |-shaped
spring, secured to the forward end of said

body portion and bearing at its central part
against the rear portion of the holder, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. Thecombination with a mop-holder hav-
ing means at its forward end for holding one
end of the mop, of a rearwardly-extending
spring adapted to fasten the other end of the
mop, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination in a mop or cloth holder,
of a body portion a, forming atoneend a jaw
and at the other receiving a handle d,amov-
able upper jaw pivoted on said body portion,
a spring-clasp for holding the end of the cloth
or mop, and a socket arranged on said mov-
able jaw, to receive the handle of a brush or
duster, substantially as set forth.

4. In a mop-holder, the combination of two
jaw-like members pivotally connected, said
members both having teeth at their forward
ends and at their rear ends one being pro-
vided with a handle-receiving socketand the
other with a finger-piece, and a spring-clasp
m, arranged on one of said members, substan-
tially as set forth.

5. In a mop-holder, the combination of two
jaw-like members each having a square for-
ward end provided with sharp-pointed bit-
ing-teeth projecting at substantially a right
angle and each member having its sides con-
verging rearwardly and forming laterally-
projecting forward corners, said members be-
ing pivoted together and adapted to hold one
endof a cloth between theirteethand aspring-
clasp arranged on one member for holding
the cloth by its other end in a position cov-
cring said member, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 1st day of
September, 1898,

JOHN J. CARTER.

Witnesses: .
CHARLES I1. PELL,

C. B. P1INEY.
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