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ABSTRACT 

A glass plate is adapted to be clamped against the 
front side of a rear wall. Strip members embrace the 
edge of the glass plate and hold it in engagement 
against the rear wall and consist of spring legs, which 
are connected at least on two opposite sides to the 
rear wall by a spring bight and are provided at their 
free forward ends with detent projections, which yield 
to rearward pressure applied by the glass plate until 
the latter snaps into position behind said projections. 
The detent projection consists of an end portion of the 
spring leg. This end portion is angled toward the in 
terior of the passe partout and in resilient engagement 
with the beveled forward surface of the glass plate, 
which is beveled at its ends on both sides like a roof, 
so that the end portion of the spring leg holds the glass 
plate in position and the or forward end of the spring 
leg is substantially flush with the top or forward sur 
face of the glass plate. 

10 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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QUICK-CLAMPING PASSEPARTOUT 
This invention relates to a quick-clamping passe par 

tout, which comprises a rear wall or backing, a glass 
plate adapted to be clamped against the front side of 
the rear wall or backing, and strip members, which em 
brace the edge of the glass plate and hold it in engage 
ment against the rear wall and consist of spring legs, 
which are connected to the rear wall at least on two op 
posite sides by a spring bight or web and are provided 
at their free forward ends with detent projections, 
which yield to rearward pressure applied by the glass 
plate until the latter snaps into position behind said 
projections. 

In a known passe partout of this kind, the spring legs 
are provided at their free forward ends with beveled de 
tent noses, which protrude like wedges from the sur 
face of the glass plate when the latter has been forced 
into position. Whereas that known passe partout is 
satisfactory, it has a clumsy appearance because the 
strip portions holding the glass plate protrude from the 
surface of the glass plate. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
quick-clamping passe partout which has a pleasing ap 
pearance and in which the frame that holds the glass 
plate is no longer prominent. 

In a passe partout of the kind described first herein 
before, that object is accomplished in that the detent 
projection consists of an end portion of the spring leg, 
which end portion is angled toward the interior of the 
passe partout, and in resilient engagement with the 
beveled top surface of the glass plate, which is beveled 
at its ends on both sides like a roof, so that the end por 
tion of the spring leg holds the glass plate in position, 
and that the top end of the spring leg is flush with the 
top surface of the glass plate. This design results in a 
picture frame assembly which has a large area and in 
which the frame that holds the glass plate does not 
define and limit the picture area. The use of this unpre 
tentious, pleasing frame is particularly satisfactory in 
rooms with modern furniture. 

In a development of the invention, the spring leg 
which forms the detent projection consists of trans 
parent plastics material. The use of this material results 
in the pleasing impression of a glass plate which covers 
the picture behind it and is free of a holder. The glass 
plate appears to float before the picture which it pro 
tects. 

In another desirable embodiment of the invention, 
the strip members have a recess, which receives an alu 
minum foil. 
To facilitate the insertion of the glass plate, the same 

has slightly rounded corners and/or the strip members 
forming the spring legs are drawn outwardly at their 
lateral ends. These measures facilitate the forcing of 
the glass plate out of and into the plate-holding frame. 
An embodiment of the invention will be explained 

more fully hereinafter with reference to the drawings, 
in which 

FIG. 1 is a sectional view, 
FIG. 2 is a perspective elevational view showing the 

passe partout according to the invention with an en 
larged portion, and 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view showing another embodi 

ment of the frame according to the invention with an enlarged portion. 
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The frame consists of the strip members 1, which are 

joined together. The rear wall 4 is adhered or welded to 
the horizontal web or spring bight 2 of the leg 3 of these 
strip members 1. The strip members 1 are stiffened by 
the webs 5 and 6. The resilient leg 7 of the strip 
member 1 has an angled free forward or top end por 
tion 8, which engages the forward beveled surface 9 of 
the glass plate 10. The strip members 1 embrace the 
glass plate 10 on all sides and their inclined free top end 
portions 8 positively hold the glass plate in position to 
clamp the picture 11 against the rear wall 4. 
The glass plate 10 is beveled also at its rearward . 

edges 12 so that they can be forced into the frame 
without difficulty. As the glass plate 10 is forced against 
the frame, the top end portions 8 of the spring legs 7 
slide on the beveled surfaces 12 until the top or forward 
end portions snap in against the beveled forward sur 
faces 9. 
The strip members have a recess 13, which receives 

an aluminum foil 14, which is adhered or otherwise 
held in position. 

FIG. 3 shows another embodiment of the passe par 
tout according to the invention and indicates by dotted 
lines the contour of the glass plate 10 inserted in the 
passe partout. The glass plate 10 has slightly rounded 
corners 18 so that the glass plate 10 can be forced more 
easily behind the top end portions 8 of the resilient legs 
7. The forcing of the glass plate 10 out of the holding 
means will also be facilitated by rounded corners of the 
glass plate 10 because pressure applied to the rear of 
the passe partout will cause the glass plate to spring out 
of one corner of the frame and the glass plate can then 
be seized with the fingers and lifted off entirely. 
The insertion and removal of the glass plate 10 can 

also be facilitated in that the free top end portions 8 of 
the resilient legs 7 are drawn outwardly at their lateral 
ends 16. In that case, the resistance presented at the 
corners of the passe partout to a movement of the glass 
plate 10 in response to pressure applied to the rear wall 
will be reduced so that such pressure will cause the 
glass plate to spring out at one corner of the passe par 
tout. - 

As is shown for the embodiment of FIG. 3, it will be 
desirable to provide the glass plate 10 with rounded 
corners and to draw outwardly the top end portions 8 
of the resilient legs 7. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A quick-clamping passe partout, comprising a rear 

wall, a transparent pane having at least one forward 
beveled surface and a top surface and adapted to be 
held in position adjacent to a front side of said rear 
wall, and a plurality of strip members secured to said 
rear wall, said strip members being adapted to embrace 
the edge of the transparent pane and to hold it in said 
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position adjacent to said rear wall, each said strip 
member comprising a spring leg substantially trans 
verse to the plane of said rear wall, a spring bight con 
nected to said spring leg, said spring bight being 
secured to said rear wall, said spring leg having a free 
forward end provided with a detent projection which 
will yield to rearward pressure applied by the trans 
parent pane until the latter snaps into position behind 
said projection, said detent projection comprising an 
angled end portion of the spring leg, said angled end 
portion being in resilient engagement with the upper 
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beveled surface of the transparent pane, so that the 
resilient end portion of the spring leg holds the trans 
parent pane in position, with the top end of the angled 
end portion being substantially flush with the top sur 
face of the transparent pane. 

2. A quick-clamping passe partout according to 
claim 1, wherein the section of the spring leg which 
forms the detent projection is a transparent plastic 
material. 

3. A quick-clamping passe partout according to 
claim 1, wherein said transparent pane is embraced on 
all sides by said strip members. 

4. A quick-clamping passe partout according to 
claim 1, wherein said strip members have recesses and 
aluminum foil positioned within said recesses. 

5. A quick-clamping passe partout according to 
claim 1, wherein said transparent pane has rounded 
COTCS. 

6. A quick-clamping passe partout according to 
claim 1, wherein each of said strip member spring legs 
is drawn outwardly at the top lateral ends. 

7. A quick-clamping passe partout according to 
claim 1, wherein the longitudinal surface of the free 
forward end is convex on its inward edge. 

8. A quick-clamping passe partout comprising a rear 
wall, a transparent pane having at least an upper 
beveled surface and adapted to be held substantially 
parallel to the front side of said rear wall and a plurality 
of strip members secured to said rear wall, said strip 
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members being adapted to embrace the edge of said 
transparent pane and to hold it in position adjacent to 
the rear wall, each strip member comprising a spring 
bight secured to said rear wall and a spring leg secured 
to said spring bight, said spring bight being substantially 
C-shaped with a plurality of sections substantially 
parallel to said rear wall and a plurality of adjoining 
sections substantially transverse to the plane of said 
rear wall, said spring leg being provided at its free for 
ward end with a detent projection which will yield to 
the outward pressure applied by the transparent pane 
until the transparent pane snaps into position behind 
said projection, said free forward end with a detent pro 
jection being angled towards the interior of the passe 
partout and in resilient engagement with the upper 
beveled surface of the transparent pane so that when 
the resilient end portion of the spring leg holds the 
transparent pane in position, the top end of the free 
spring leg is substantially flush with the top surface of 
the transparent pane. 

9. A quick-clamping passe partout as claimed in 
claim 8, wherein said spring leg has a recess therein 
which holds a foil. w 

10. A quick-clamping passe partout as in claim 1 
wherein said transparent pane also defines at least one 
lower beveled surface to facilitate positioning of the 
pane without difficulty adjacent to said rear wall. 
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