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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

JOHN C. MURPHY, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO
MICHAEL MURPHY, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

REFRIGERATOR.

SPECIFICATION forming part 6f Letters Patent No. 539,756, dated May 21, 1895,
Application filed July 5, 1894, Serial No.516,527: (No-model)

To all whom it may concern: )

Be it known that I, JorN C. MURPHY, of the
city of Baltimore and State of Maryland, have
invented certain Improvementsin Refrigera-
tors, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in that class of refrigerators in which
the cooling effect is produced by the evapora-
tion of water, the walls of the chamber being
made of some porous material,such as earthen.

ware and made double whereby water may be’

stored, as will hereinafter fully appear.

In'the further description of the said inven-
tion which follows, reference is made to the
accompanying drawings, forming a part here-
of, and in which——

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of the im-
proved refrigerator, and Fig. 2 asection of Fig.
1, taken on the dotted line z 2 and without a
certain lid hereinafter described. Fig.3is a
sectional plan of Fig. 1 taken on the dotted
line 7 4.

Reterring now to the drawings, A repre-
sents the body of the refrigerator, formed of
Some porous material such as terra-cotta.
Its walls a are double so as to form spaces b
for water. C is a top adapted to cover the
body A and it is hollow so as to contain water
as does the body. D isahollow boss project-
ing from the wall ¢ of the top, and extending
upward to near the upper wall d which has
anopening f directly over the said boss. This
opening is closed bya removable lid E which
has a handle g. - The hollow boss D has holes
h in its-crown which are in communication
with similar holes 7 in the lid and handle.

The object of the hollow boss and the holes
leading therefrom, is to allow of the escape of
warm air from the interior of the refrigerator.

On one side of the body A is an opening I
having a door frame j around it, and exteri-
orly of the door frame is a grooved projection
k into which the rabbet m of a door G is

adapted to slide. This door is hollow, and
adapted to hold water.

The body A stands in a tray H, and in the
tray and within the body is a drainer I upon
which articles to be preserved are placed.

To prepare the refrigerator for use, the bod y
A is placed in the tray H and the top C re-
moved. The chamber or space b between the
walls of the body a is filled with water as'is
also the top and the door. The top is then
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replaced on the body, and the refrigerator is -

ready to receive its contents or the articles to

"be preserved. The material of the refrigera-

tor being of a porous nature the water perco-
lates through the walls, and owing to the
evaporation of water on the surfaces exposed
to the air;the whole apparatus is cooled.

To keep the refrigerator in condition, it is
only necessary to replenish the water when
it becomes partially exhausted. -

The articles to be kept are either intro-
duced by way of the sliding door orthey may
be placed in the body after the temporary re-
moval of the top.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a refrigerator formed of porous mate-
rial, the combination of a body having hollow
walls, and a removable hollow top, the said
top. having a hollow boss with holes in its

specified.

2. In a refrigerator, formed of some porous

material, the combination of a body having
hollow walls, one of which is provided with a

door frame and a hollow sliding door, a hol-

low top having a hollow boss with its erown
perforated and covered with a perforated lid,
substantially as specified.

JOHN C. MURPHY.

Witnesses:
DANL. FISHER,
GEO. E. TAYLOR,
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“erown, and a perforated lid, substantially as -
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