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The claims of this international application are constituted by
the following six dependent linkage groups in gserieg connection.
® Dependent linkage group 1 (main invention) :
Claim 1
Claim 3 in its part dependent only upon claim 1
Claims 4 to 8 in their parts dependent upon “claim 1 and “claim
3 in its part dependent only upon claim 177
e Dependent linkage group 2 (second invention) :
Claim 4 in its part dependent only upon claim 1
Claimg 5 to 8 in their parts dependent upon “claim 4 in its part
dependent only upon claim 1”7
® Dependent linkage group 3 (third invention) :
Claim 8 in its part dependent only upon claim 1
e Dependent linkage group 4 (fourth invention) :
Claim 2
Claim 3 in its part dependent only upon claim 2
Claims 4 to 8 in their parts dependent upon “claim 2 and “claim
3 in its part dependent only upon claim 27"
® Dependent linkage group 5 (fifth invention):
Claim 4 in its part dependent only upon claim 2
Claimg 5 to 8 in their parts dependent upon “claim 4 in its part
dependent only upon claim 2”7
® Dependent linkage group 6 (sixth invention) :
Claim 8 in its part dependent only upon claim 2

On the other hand, the coating material composition for a precoated
metal plate, comprising (1) one or more resins selected from polyester
resing, epoxy resing, acrylic regins and urethane regins, (2) a curing
agent, and (3) a material considered to function ag “electrification
voltage suppresgssant” such as an electrically conductive agent, an
antistatic agent, or a block isocyanate (an igocyanate derivative) is
described, for example, in the following documents D1 to Dé and thus
is already known in the art.

In claims 1 and 2, the coating material composgsition for a precoated
metal plate is specified as satisfying the requirement that a coating
film after the formation of a preccated metal plate satisfies the value
of electrification voltage as measured by a predetermined measuring
method and the value of electrogtatic capacitance under predetermined
conditions. From the fact that there is no difference in constituents
of the ceoating material composgsition per se between claims 1 and 2 and
the documents, it is considered that the coating material composition
for a precoated metal plate described in documents D1 to D6 alsco form
a coating film satisfying the above electrification voltage value and
electrostatic capacitance value.

Therefore, it is apparent that at least the inventions of claimsg
1 and 2 do not involve novelty and inventive step. Thus, the technical
feature described in c¢laimg 1 and 2 is not “a special technical feature”
within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence.

Accordingly, there is no technical relationship among the above
dependent linkage groupg (main invention and second invention to gixth
invention) involving one or more of the game or corresponding “special
technical features”, and they are not so linked as to form a single
general inventive concept.

(Continued to the next sheet)
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(Documents)

D1: JP 11-61001 A (Nippon Paint Co., Ltd.), 05 March, 1999 (05.03.99)

D2:JP11-256099A (Kansai Paint Co., Ltd.),21 September, 1999 (21.09.99)

D3: JP 7-331117 A (Hitachi, Ltd.),19 December, 1995 (19.12.95)

D4: JP 8-170048 A (Sanyo Chemical Industries, Ltd.),02 July, 1996
(02.07.96)

D5: JP 2005-255698 A (BASF Kotingusu Japan Kabushiki Kaisha), 22
September, 2005 (22.09.05)

D6: JP 61-145201 A (Nippon Paint Co., Ltd.), 02 July, 1986 (02.07.86)

<Concerning the subject of searchs>

(1)

Claims 1 to 8 relate to a coating material composition for a precoated
metal plate compriging, as a constituent, “an electrification voltage
suppresgssant”, i.e., “agent” (material) defined by desired properties,
and a preccated metal plate prepared usgsing the coating material
composition. All “agents” (materials) having the properties of the
electrification voltage suppressant are used as the component. The
“electrification voltage suppressant” digclosed within the meaning of
PCT Article 5, however, is a very limitative “agent” (material) and
ig inadequately supported by the description within the meaning of PCT
Article 6.

Further, regarding “electrification voltage suppressant’”, in view
of the common general technical knowledge at the time of filing, the
range of compounds having properties of "agent" (material) cannot be
specified. Thus, claims 1 to 8 also do not satisfy the requirement
of clearness as provided for in PCT Article 6.

(2)

Claims 1 and 3 to 8 specify the inventions by a parameter of the
electrification voltage obtained by measuring the prepared precoated
metal plateby “method 1” and a parameter of theelectrostatic capacitance
of the coating filmof the precoated metal plate having a specific shape.
Since, however, the parametersg are not parametergs commonly used in the
art, it isg impossible to gpecify, even in view of the common general
technical knowledge at the time of filing, the range of the coating
material composgsition for a precoated metal plate specified by the
parameter and the range of the prepared precoated metal plate prepared
using the coating material composition. Thus, claims 1 and 3 to 8 do
not satigfy the requirement of clearness as provided for in PCT Article
6.

(3)

Claims 2 to 8 specify the inventiongs by a parameter of the
electrification voltage obtained by measuring the prepared precoated
metal plateby “method 2’ and a parameter of the electrostatic capacitance
of the coating filmof the precoated metal plate having a specific shape.
Since, however, the parametersg are not parametergs commonly used in the
art, it isg impossible to gpecify, even in view of the common general
technical knowledge at the time of filing,

(Continued to the next sheet)
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the range of the coating material compogition for a precoated metal
plate specified by the parameter and the range of the prepared precoated
metal plate prepared using the coating material composition. Thus,
claimg 2 to 8 do not satigfy the requirement of clearness as provided
for in PCT Article 6.

Therefore, this search has been made on the basis of the coating
material composition for a precoated metal plate and the precoated metal
plate prepared using the coating material compogition concretely
degcribed in the description.
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