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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLES J. COFFEY, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

TOOTH-BRUSH. 

1,230,279. 
Application filed September 8, 1914, Serial No. 860,581. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs J. CoFFEY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Tooth-Brushes, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to tooth brushes, 

and its object is to provide a tooth brush 
having a casing into which the brush is fold 
able when not in use, said casing being So 
constructed as to serve as the handle of the 
brush. - 

This object is attained by means of a novel 
combination and arrangement of parts to 
be hereinafter described and claimed, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ing, in which 

Figure 1 is an elevation of the brush-head 
swung out of the casing, the latter being 
shown in Section, and Fig. 2 is a plan view 
of the brush. 

Referring specifically to the drawing, a 
casing 20 is provided, the same having a 
hinged lid 21, the hinge 22 of this lid being 
on the inside of the casing. The back 23 
of the brush head 24 is carried by a 
plate 25 having at its forward end a 
marginal flange 26 within which the cor 
responding end of the back 23 seats. The 
opposite side portions of the flange converge 
so that when the brush back is pushed for 
wardly, it will be wedged therebetween. The 
rear end of the plate 25 has a lug 27 through 
which a screw stem 28 is threaded. One end 
of this stem engages the inner edge of the 
brush back, and upon advancing said stem, 
the brush back is pushed forward and 
wedged between the converging portions of 
the flange 26. A sleeve 29 covers that por 
tion of the stem which is between the lug 
27 and the inner end of the brush back. 
Upon backing the screw stem, the brush head 
is released and may be removed for cleaning. 
The inner end of the screw stem 28 is piv 

oted in the casing 20 by means of trun 
nions 30 mounted in the side walls thereof. 
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The adjacent end wall of the casing has 
a notch 31 in which the Screw stem seats 
when the brush is swung out of the casing 
for use, as shown in Fig. 1. Upon Swinging 
the brush back into the casing as shown dot 
ted in Fig. 1, and closing the lid 21, the 
brush is completely housed. The lid has a 
Suitable catch 32 for holding the same closed, 
said catch being forked to straddle the Screw 
Stem. 
The casing 20 also serves as the handle 

of the brush when the latter is swung out of 
the same for use. 
The device hereinbefore described pro 

vides a small, compact and sanitary casing 
for the brush, and as the hinge 22 is on the 
inside of the casing it is concealed when 
the lid 21 is closed, thereby giving the casing 
a smooth external appearance. Upon back 
ing the screw stem 28, the brush-head 24 
may be removed. Thus, the brush-head 24 
may be removed and renewed when worn. 
I claim: 
1. The combination with a casing, of a 

brush-head supporting plate, a clamping 
screw for securing the brush-head on said 
plate, a pivotal connection between the screw 
and the casing to allow the screw and the 
plate to be SWung into and out of the casing, 
and a closure for the casing. 

2. The combination with a casing, of a 
brush-head supporting plate having a mar 
ginal flange at its forward end, the opposite 
side portions of said flange converging, a 
screw carried by the rear end of the plate, 
said screw being adjustable toward the for 
Ward end of the plate, a pivotal connection 
between the screw and the casing to allow 
the screw and the plate to be swung into and 
out of the casing, and a closure for the 
casing. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES J. COFFEY. 

Witnesses: 
MARY E. CoFFEY, 
H. G. BATCHELOR. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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