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[57] ABSTRACT

A passenger vehicle door obstruction sensing control
apparatus includes a first time period that begins when
a door close command signal is received and the vehicle
doors start to close. This first time period permits the
door drive motor to reach a steady-state speed of opera-
tion. Then a motor speed responsive signal is provided
to a speed reduction sensing apparatus for opening the
doors for a second time period whenever the motor
speed reduces below a predetermined limit.

6 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures
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1
VEHICLE DOOR CONTROL APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

It is known in the prior art to provide a passenger
vehicle door control apparatus including a programmed
microcomputer control apparatus responsive to open
door code signals from the vehicle roadway track way-
side as disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 4,269,377.

In an article entitled “Passenger Transfer System
Will Take the Long Walk Out of Air Travel”, published
in the Westinghouse Engineer for January 1969 at pages
9-15, there is described a door control apparatus for the
passenger vehicles operative at the Tampa International
Airport and including the provision from wayside of

door open and door close command signals, with the.

doors having safety switch edges that stop and reopen
the doors if contact is made with a passenger when the
doors are closing. In an article entitled “Recent Appli-
cations of Microprocessor Technology to People
Mover Systems” by M. P. McDonald et al that was
published in the 29th IEEE Vehicle Technology Group
Conference Record for a meeting on Mar. 29, 1979 in
Chicago, IlL, there is described an attomatic train pro-
tection system including a relay driver responsive to a
door open enable signal to control the door circuits for
a desired passenger vehicle door operation in a station.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A passenger vehicle door control apparatus is pro-
vided including a single motor door operator that oper-
ates at a substantially constant speed in response to a
door close command signal. The door begins to move in
a closing direction and a predetermined first time period
is provided for the door to reach a desired speed before
the door control apparatus is enabled to control the
door movement in response to an input door speed
signal having a frequency in accordance with the door
speed. After this first time period, if a passenger or other
obstruction contacts the closing door, .the door speed
and the frequency of the door speed signal will reduce
below a predetermined and desired. substantially con-
stant speed. The door control apparatus then provides
an output pulse to move the door in an opening direc-
tion for a predetermined second time period, after
which the door again moves in a closing direction until
the door is closed or until another contact with an ob-
struction occurs.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows the door control apparatus of the pres-
ent invention operative to determine the movement of
the vehicle doors;

FIG. 2 shows an illustrative circuit diagram for the
door control apparatus shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a curve showing the door motor speed
reaching a substantially constant speed of operation
during the first time delay period;

FIG. 4 illustrates the door motor operation as deter-
mined by the door control apparatus;

FIG. 5 illustrates the operational relationships be-
tween the door close command signal, the door motor
operating speed and the resulting door control opera-
tion; and : .

FIG. 6 illustrates the operation of the door position
sensing limit switch.
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DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
. EMBODIMENT

In FIG. 1 there is shown the vehicle doors 10 to be
opened and closed by a motor 12 as determined by the
operation of a motor control relay 14 operative with a
power supply 16. A door apparatus 18 is coupled with
a tachometer 20 provided on the shaft of the motor 12
and includes a broken disc device 22 positioned be-
tween a light source 24 and a sensor 26, for providing a
tachometer output signal on input 28 to the door control
apparatus 18, which signal has a frequency proportional
to the operating speed of the motor 12. The door con-
trol apparatus 18 senses a reduction in the speed of
motor 12 to operate a door control relay 30 to deter-
mine the operation of motor control relay 14 through a
limit switch 32. A well-known vehicle control appara-
tus 34, such as disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 4,269,377 of
Rush et al, provides one of a door open command signal
and a door closed command signal to a motor control
relay 14. The door open command signal energizes the
motor control relay 14 to open the doors 10, and the
door close command signal allows the motor control
relay 14 to close the doors 10. The motor control relay
provides a ground connection input 36 to the door con-
trol apparatus 18. When the door close command signal
is provided by the vehicle control apparatus 34, the
motor control relay 14 removes that ground connection
36 to initiate the operation of the door control apparatus
18. If an obstruction is present in the path of the vehicle
doors 10 and causes the speed of the motor 12 to reduce
below a predetermined threshold level, the door con-
trol apparatus 18 is operative through the door control
relay 30 to control the motor 12 to reopen the vehicle
doors 10 for a predetermined time interval and then
reinitiate the effort to close the vehicle doors 10.

In FIG. 2 there is illustrated a suitable circuit arrange-
ment for the door control apparatus 18 shown in FIG. 1.
The power supply 16 is connected to the input 40. The
motor control relay 14 shown in FIG. 1 provides a
ground connection to the input 36. The tachometer 20
shown in FIG. 1 is connected through the input 28 of
the door control apparatus 18. When the vehicle con-
trol apparatus 34 of FIG. 1 provides a door close com-
mand signal, this operates the motor control relay 14 to
remove the ground connection from input 36 of the
door control apparatus 18, and this causes the time
delay circuit 42 to start a predetermined time delay
period determined by the resistor 44 and the capacitor
46. The output of the time delay 42 is normally high and
at the end of this first predetermined time delay the
output of the time delay apparatus 42 goes low. The
time delay apparatus 42 is a standard Signetics SE 555
device connected as a timer circuit and available in the
open market, and which is connected in accordance
with the time delay circuit arrangement described at
page 152 of the Signetics Applications Manual copy-
righted 1979. When the output of the time delay 42 goes
low, this enables the transistor switch 48 to pass the
tachometer signal applied to input 26 to the missing
pulse detector 50, which is also a Signetics SE 555 de-
vice and is described at page 155 of the above-
referenced Signetics Applications Manual. The opera-
tion of the missing pulse detector 50 is to sense when the
frequency of the tachometer output signal, which fre-
quency is proportional to the door drive motor speed,
goes below a predetermined threshold frequency. If
there is no obstruction in the path of the closing vehicle
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doors 10 the normal tachometer frequency will remain
above this predetermined threshold frequency. How-
ever, if a sufficient obstruction, such as would be pro-
vided by a vehicle passenger, is in the path of the clos-
ing doors, the frequency of the tachometer signal ap-
plied at input 28 will drop below this predetermined
frequency threshold and the missing pulse detector S0
then provides an output signal to the one-shot circuit 52.
The one-shot circuit is provided as a Signetics SE 555
device, and is described at page 151 of the above-
referenced manual. The latter output signal passes
through the amplifier 56. This output signal has a prede-
termined second time duration for energizing the door
control relay 30 and the motor control relay 14, such
that the operation of the motor 12 is now reversed for
this second time duration for opening the vehicle doors
10.

In FIG. 3 the curve 60 shows the tachometer output
signal applied to input 28 of the door control apparatus
18 and which is proportional to the operating speed of
the motor 12. At time t1 the door close command signal
is received from the vehicle control apparatus 34 and
starts the motor 12 operating in a direction to close the
vehicle doors. The time delay circuit 42 operates to
provide the time delay between time intervals t1 and t2
shown in FIG. 3 to enable the motor 12 to achieve a
steady-state constant speed of operation in closing the
vehicle doors. At time t2 the transistor switch 48 is
enabled to pass the tachometer signal, applied to the
input 28, to the missing pulse detector 50. If no obstruc-
tion occurs, the doors continue to close in accordance
with the steady-state portion of the curve 60 shown in
FIG. 3.

FIG. 4 illustrates the door motor operation as deter-
mined by the door control apparatus 18. When the
vehicle control apparatus 34 provides the door close
signal to the motor control relay 14, this deenergizes the
winding 58 such that armature 60 lowers in position to
energize the motor 12 to close the vehicle doors 10.
After the first time period provided by the time delay
42, if an obstruction causes the door speed to reduce
below a predetermined threshold frequency, the door
control apparatus 18 provides an output signal through
the door control relay 30 and the limit switch 32, which
lifts the armature 60 up into contact with the upper
contacts and causes the motor 12 to reverse and open
the doors 10 for a predetermined time interval deter-
mined by the time period of the one-shot apparatus 52
shown in FIG. 2, after which the armature 60 again
lowers and the vehicle doors close. A second armature
62 lowers with the armature 60 to remove the ground
connection 63 from the input 36 to the door control
apparatus 18.

In FIG. 5 there is illustrated the operational relation-
ships between the door close signal 70 provided to the
motor control relay 14, the output signal 72 from the
time delay 42, the tachometer output signal 74, the
output 76 from the transistor switch 48, the output 78
from the missing pulse detector 50 after being differenti-
ated by the capacitor 51 and the output 80 from the
one-shot circuit 52. When the door close command
signal is supplied by the vehicle control apparatus 34,
such as would occur when it is desired to close the
doors of a vehicle stopped in a passenger station, this
deenergizes the winding 58 to lower the armature 60
and causes the motor 12 to close the doors 10. The
- armature 62 also lowers to remove the ground connec-
tion on input 36 of the door control apparatus 18. The
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motor control relay 14 responds to the door close signal
as shown by curve 70, and removes the ground connec-
tion from input 36 connected to the time delay circuit
42. The time period t1 to t2, shown in relation to curve
72, is the time delay period provided by the time delay
circuit 42, and at time t2 the output of the time delay
circuit 42 goes low as shown by curve 72. When the
vehicle doors 10 start moving in a closing direction, the
tachometer 20 provides the output signal shown by
curve 74 to the input 28 to the door control apparatus
18. When the output of the time delay circuit 42 goes
Jow at time t2 as shown by curve 72, this enables the
transistor switch 48 to pass the tachometer signal shown
by curve 74 which has normally reached a steady-state
motor speed by the time t2, the signal shown by wave-
form 76 is passed through the transistor switch 48 to the
missing pulse detector 50. Thereafter if an obstruction is
present in the path of the closing doors, this causes the
motor speed to reduce and the frequency of the tachom-
eter signal 74 applied at input 28 to reduce. When the
frequency gets below a predetermined level, established
by the resistor 82 and the capacitor 84, the missing pulse
detector 50 will provide an output signal which is dif-
ferentiated by the capacitor 51 and results in the signal
shown by curve 78 being applied to the one-shot circuit
52. The one-shot circuit 52 then provides the output
signal shown by curve 80 having a predetermined time
duration, established by the resistor 86 and capacitor 88.
This output signal 80 operates the door control relay 30
for energizing the winding 58 to lift the armature 60 of
the motor control relay 14 to reverse the operation of
the motor 12 and move the vehicle doors 10 in a direc-
tion to open the doors for the time period determined by
the duration of the one-shot output pulse signal shown
by curve 8§0. -

In FIG. 6 there is shown the typical bifolding doors
90 and 92, of a passenger transit vehicle. The door 90
can include a control arm 94, which operates with the
control member 96 of limit switch 32 that is connected
between the door control relay 30 and the motor con-
trol relay 14 as shown in FIG. 1. When the control arm
94 hits the member 96 of the limit switch 32 the doors 90
and 92 are about to close such that without the limit
switch 32 the obstruction circuit would otherwise re-
spond to the resulting reduction in the tachometer sig-
nal frequency when the doors approached and became
closed. Therefore, the limit switch 32 is operated by the
control arm 94 to disconnect the door control apparatus
18 from the motor control relay 14 and the motor 12,
and this avoids sensing this desired slowdown of the
motor operation and prevents the associated undesired
reopening of the doors. The limit switch 98 is suitably
provided in the motor circuit to stop the operation of
the motor 12 as the doors 90 and 92 become closed.

We claim:

1. In door control apparatus operative with at least
one passenger vehicle door having a drive motor and
responsive to a door control signal for providing move-
ment of said door in one of an opening direction and a
closing direction, the combination of:

first means responsive to said door control signal for

providing a first time period after which an enable
signal is provided,

second means responsive to the door movement for

providing a speed signal having a frequency in
accordance with the movement speed of said door,
third means responsive to the enable signal and the
speed signal for providing a first output signal hav-
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ing a frequency in accordance with the frequency
of said speed signal, and

fourth means responsive to the frequency of said first
output signal for providing a second output signal
to control the operation of said doors in response to
a change in the frequency of the first output signal
indicating a predetermined change in the speed of
the drive motor.

2. The door control apparatus of claim 1,

with the first means providing the first time period
for a duration permitting the drive motor to reach
a desired operation and the speed signal to have a
predetermined frequency before the enable signal
is provided.

3. The door control apparatus of claim 1,
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with the first means including a time delay apparatus
having a first resistor and capacitor circuit for de-
termining the duration of the first time period.

4. The door control apparatus of claim 1,

with the second output signal having a second time
period for determining the amount of door move-
ment in the other of said opening and closing direc-
tions.

5. The door control apparatus of claim 1,

with said first time delay providing a predetermined
door movement in one of said opening and closing
directions and

with the second output signal providing a predeter-
mined door movement in the other of said opening
and closing directions.

6. The door control apparatus of claim 1,

with the fourth means being responsive to the fre-
quency of the first output signal indicating a door

movement below a predetermined threshold speed.
* kx k k%



