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This invention relates to a device for tagging groups
of shirts or other garments quickly and easily.

In commercial laundering operations, groups of shirts
and other garments must be marked or otherwise iden-
tified so that they may be rearranged according to owner-
ship after they have been washed and ironed. In the
past launderies have employed various techniques for
distinguishing ‘the garments of different customers, such
as by writing the owner’s name or part of his name upon
the shirt collars or by attaching identifying tags to the
shirts.”  Since indelible markings detract from  the ap-
pearance of finished shiris and since such markings some-
times result in confusion during ‘subsequent laundering
operations, the latter method of identification is gen-
erally: preferred. “Also it has been found that tags are
generally easier to read than ¢ollar markings after the
shirts have been laundered and that therefore the num-
ber of workers needed for sorting laundered shirts is less
for any. given speed of laundry operation where the shirts
are tagged rather than stamped. '

" Despite the ease with which the ownership of tagged
shirts or other garments may be later ascertained, the indi-
vidual tagging of the articles each time they are laundered
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mounted -upon a bench or table, as will be described
shortly,

As illustrated most clearly in FIG. 2, the horn 11 has
a generally horizontal rear portion 13 and an upwardly
inclined front portion 14. The rear end of the horn
is rigidly secured by bolts 15, or by any other suitable
means, to the intermediate horizontal portion of stand
12. In the illustration given, the stand is in the form
of -an inverted U with lateral portions 16 extending out-
wardly from the ends of inclined side legs 17. The lat-
eral portions may be apertured at 18 to receive screws
or bolts for securing the garment tagging structure to
a table top-or other work surface. It will be noted
that horn 11 is spaced above the plane of lateral portions
16 so that during a tagging operation shirts or other
garments may be partially suspended from the horn.

In FIGS. 1,.3 and 4 it will be seen that front portion
14 is marrower than the rear portion of the horn and
is provided with a pair of upstanding lateral flanges 19
extending along opposite sides thereof. The flanges are
forwardly tapered ‘and flow smoothly into the top sur-
face of the horn adjacent the forward end thereof.

A bridge or hood 20 extends over the front of rear
portion 11 and has side walls 21 which, if desired, may
be formed integrally with the upstanding flanges of the

. horm.”. The top wall 22 of the bridge angles upwardly
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is generally considered more time consuming and hence *

more expensive than the operation of stamping the shirts
with indelible letters which may be readable even after
several washings. Furthermore, additional expense - and
difficulty is sometimes encountered - where workers;' in
an effort to speed tagging operations, neglect to tag one
or more of the shirts or inadvertently fail to attich the
tags at corresponding positions thereon.

Therefore one of the main objects of the present in-
vemtion is to provide a highly effective device for ‘quickly
tagging 2 number of shirts or other garments ‘arranged
in groups. A further object is to provide a tagging de-
vice for separately tagging all of the garments of a
group as they are consecutively removeéd from the device,
In this connection it is a specific object o provide means
for facilitating separation of the uppermost tag from a
stack of tags carried-by the device so that only a single
tag is attached to each garment as the same is withdrawn
from the “tagging structure. ‘ Lo

_ Other objects will appear from. the specification and 5

drawings in which: ‘

. FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing & fagging
device embodying the present invention; FIG. 2 is a
broken longitudinal section showing structural details
of the device; FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken
along line 3—3 of FIG 2; FIG 4 is a cross-sectional view
similar to FIG. 3 but taken along line 4—4 of FIG. 2;
FIG. 5 is a2 longitudinal sectional view of.the tagging
device showing a group of shirts mounted thereon; FIG.
6 is similar to FIG. 5 and further shows a stack of tags
inserted through the button holes of the shirts; FIG. 7
illustrates the means by which the stack of tags is bowed;
FIG. 8 is similar to FIGS. 5-7 but shows the removal
of a tagged shirt from the tagging device; and FIG. 9
is a broken perspective view showing a garment with a
tag completely attached thereto.

In the embodiment of my invention shown in the draw-
ings, the numeral 16 generally designates a garment tag-
ging structure essentially comprising a horn 41 and a
stand 12. - Preferably the respective parts are formed
of metal such as steel and the entire structure may be
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and rearwardly at a spaced distance above. the horizontal
surface of the rear portion 13 so that tags may be placed
on the horn from either side of the bridge. At the for-
ward end of the bridge between the front and rear pot-
tion - of ' the horn is” an upwardly extending tab 23
This tab sérves as a gaiment stop for limiting the rear-
ward ‘movement : of garments hooked upen the tagging
structure; ‘

Above the rear portion of the horn and in fromt of
stand 12 is an upwardly and forwardly projecting tag
stop 24, If desired, the stop 24 may be formed iftegral-
Iy with the horn by punching the tabdike stop from
rear portion'13. - As'shown in FIGS; 1'and 2, a U-shaped
guard wire 25 has its ends welded or otherwise: sectired
to the horn adjacent the rear-end thereof and has ‘a trans-
verse portion 26 which extends across the horizontal por-
tion ‘of the Horn between stop 24 and bridge 20. - Guide
25 is preferably formed: from’ spring metal and has ifs
transverse ‘pottion” normally spaced’ slightly above the
sarface of the horn,

At the extreme forward ‘end of the horn is-an up-
wardly and rearwardly curved hook or tooth 27. This
hook restricts forward movement of tags or strips sup-
ported by the horn and cooperates with other ‘parts of
the horn:to bow or ‘bend the ‘portions of the tags be-
tween . bridge 20 and the hook, = Cond :

In the operation of the device a group of shirts or
other garments belonging to a single owner are arranged
so that corresponding button. holes are aligned with
each other. This is accomplished either by first placing
the shirts together with a button hole of each shirt in
register with the corresponding button holes of the other
shirts and then hooking the entire group upon the up-
wardly inclined horn, or by consecutively hooking each
shirt of the group upon the horn. The suspended group
of shirts is then pushed rearwardly so that the last shirt
of the series (the first one placed upon the horn) en-
gages stop 23, ag illustrated in FIG, 5.  While only four
shirts, A, B, C and D, are shown in the drawings, it will
be understood that each group may comprise -a greater
or a smaller number of adjacent shirts. As the group of
shirts. is pushed rearwardly towards the garment stop,
the progressively increasing height of tapered side flanges
19 spreads the button holes apart so that a stack of tag
strips may be inserted therebetween.

The number of strips in the stack corresponds with
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the number of snirts supported by the horn so that if there -

are four shirts in the group to be tagged, then a stack of
four strips A’, B’, C’ and D’ will be inserted through the
aligned button holes and urged against rear stop 24 (FIG.
6).  Preferably the stack of strips is urged through the
shirt opening from the front of bridge 20, but it will
be understood that if desired the stack may be pushed
forwardly through the large opening defined by the bridge
and into the position shown in the drawings. Each strip
of the stack is marrower than the distance between up-
standing flanges 19 and is longer than the distance be-
tween rear tag stop 24 and hook 27. Hence even when
the rear ends of the stacked tags or strips abut the stop
24, the forward end portions of those tags would project
over and beyond the front end of the horn.

Since the strips are supported by the tagging device in
stacked relation, it is mecessary te provide some means
for maintaining the lower tags of the stack in proper
position while the uppermost tag is being withdrawn.
This is accomplished by first bending or bowing the front
portion of the stack and hooking the front ends of the
strips under hook 27. The flexibility of the paper mate-
rial from which these strips are formed tends to straighten
the strips and as a result urges the front end of each strip
tightly apgainst the hook (FIG. 7). The transverse por-
tion of spring guard 25 presses downwardly on that por-
tion of the stack supported by the horizontal part of the
horn and prevents the strips from arching or bowing
behind bridge 28. ‘To release the uppermost strip from
hook 27 an operator simply urges the front portion of
the upper strip rearwardly ‘and then forwardly. At the
same time the last shirt placed upon the horn, shirt A,
is slid forwardly off of the horn along the strip A’. The
forward movement of the shirt and uppermost strip tends
to urge the remaining strips forwardly and into tight en-
gagement with hook 27, ‘This hook cannot interfere with
the removal of a shirt because the strip or tag removed
with the shirt shields the upper edge of the button hole
from hook or tooth 27.

After shirt A and strip A’ have been withdrawn from
the horn, the remaining shirts are similarly removed,
each being accompanied by one of the strips, As each
tagged shirt is removed from the garment tagging struc-
ture, the operator may fold the tags and staple their ends
together, as indicated in FIG. 9. The numbers on the tags
for a particular group of shirts are identical so that after
the shirts are laundered they may be easily identified and
regrouped according to ownership.

While I have disclosed my invention in considerable
detail for the purpose of illustrating one embodiment
thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art
that many of these details may be varied without depart-
ing from the spirit and the scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A garment tagging structure comprising a stand
adapted to be mounted upon a table surface, a horn
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mounted upon saia stand and having an inclined portion
extending upwardly and away from the stand, said in-
clined portion being flat and tapered at the free end
thereof, said inclined portion providing a pair of up-
standing tapered side flanges for directing tag strips of
flexibie material therebetween and for spreading the
button holes of garments suspended therefrom, stop means
provided by said horn for limiting longitudinal move-
ment of the tag strips carried thereby, and means provided
by said horn intermediate said stop means and the free
end of said inclined portion and spaced above the tag-
supporting surface of said horn for limiting movement
away from said end of garments suspended from said
structure by said horn projecting through the button holes
thereof while at the same time permitting longitudinal
sliding movement of tag strips carried therebelow by said
horn to the extent permitted by said stop means.

2. The structure of claim 1 in which said inclined por-
tion is provided adjacent the free end thereof with a
curved hook for restricting movement of tag strips away
from said stop means,

3. A shirt tagging structure comprising, a stand, a horn
having a rear portion mounted upon said stand and having
a front inclined portion extending upwardly and away
from said rear portion, said inclined portion being flat and
tapered at the front end thereof and having a pair of
upwardly extending and forwardly tapered side flanges,
a tag stop provided by said rear portion for limiting rear-
ward movement of elongated tag strips supported upon
said horn, and means provided by said horn between the
front and rear portions thereof and being spaced. above
the tag-supporting surface of said horn for limiting the
rearward movement of shirts suspended from said struc-
ture by said horn projecting through the button holes
thereof while at the same time permitting longitudinal
sliding movement of tags therebelow to the extent per-
mitted by said tag stop. o

4, The structure of claim 3 in which said inclined por-
tion is. provided at the front end thereof with a hook for
restricting forward movement of tag strips supported by
said horn, said hook cooperating with said garment stop
for bowing tag strips extending thercbetween,

5. The structure of claim. 4 in which guide means ex-
tends above and across said rear portion for preventing
said tag strips from bowing along the rear portion of said
horn.
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