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My said invention relates to a back brush
and it is an object of the invention to pro-
vide a nonmetallic flexible back brush pref-
erably circular in cross section which may be

5 used for scrubbing all portions of the human
back, all as will hereinafter be more particu-
larly described and claimed. ‘

Keferring to the accompanying drawings
which are made a part hereof, and on which

1o similar reference. characters indicate simi-
lar parts,

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating
the application of my invention,
Fig. 2, an enlarged fragmentary detail

15 view illustrating the manner in which the

bristles are applied, ,

Fig. 3, an enlarged fragmentary detail
view illustrating the manner in-which the
bristles are fastened in place, and

Fig. 4, a perspective view of a brush hav-
ing a different kind of bristles.

In the drawings, reference character 10
indicates a length of rope or cordage which
may be made of any desired flexible ma-
o5 terial but which for the sake of illustra-
tion, I have shown of twisted -vegetable
fibre, such as hemp or manila. Such sec-
tion of twisted rope is preferably of a
length sufficient to conveniently reach across
30 the back of the human body, and the same
is preferably divided into three substan-
tially equal portions, the end portions form-
ing the gripping portions or handles of the
brush and the central portion forming a
35 support for the bristles 11 or brush proper.
The bristles illustrated in the first three
figures of the drawing are formed of ma-
terial similar to the brush body i. e., the
handles or gripping portions and may be

50 cut off the unraveled ends of the rope or
cordage from which such handles are made.

I have found by actual experience that.a

satisfactory brush may he made entirely

from the same material such as liemp, ma-

15 nila, flax, jute, cotton or other flexible ma-
terial, by cutting off short sections or tufts
and thrumming or inserting them through
the rope (see Iig. 2) or between the strands

which are twisted together to form such

s rope. In order to secure the tufts or short

sections of fibre in the body of the device, I

preferably tie together the twisted strands

which constitute the rope at short spaced
intervals as shown at 18. Also, in order to

55 prevent the ends of the rope or handles from

20

slipping through the hands, a knot 12 may

be provided adjacent the outer end of each
handle and at opposite ends of the brush.
"I'his enables the brush to be grasped by each
end or handle and swung upwardly over the
head to operative position where it may be
used similar to a crash towel for scrubbing
the various parts of the back.

In Fig. 4 I have illustrated a brush hav-
ing bristles 14 of hair or the like which are
woven into the flexible body of the brush in
a manner similar to that shown in Fig. 2.
Such bristles 14 present a substantially
smooth circumference and may be preferred
although the expense of manufacture is ac-
cordingly varied.

It wiil be readily understood from the
foregoing that I have provided a brush by

60

65

the use of which far more satisfactory re--

sults can be obtained than with the brushes
on the market at the present time having
stiff handles which require the users to force
their hands and arms to uncomfortable po-
sitions or else fail to reach portions of the
back. With my flexible brush the ends of
the same may be held inside of the thumbs
of the hands and the brush easily swung up-
wardly over the head to the back of the body
where the device may be pulled longitudi-
nally back and forth, the said brush con-
forming to the various portions to which the
brush is applied.

On account of its circular cross section
my brush has no right and wrong sides but
may be used with a rolling longitudinal
movement. Since there is no metal in my
brush there are no parts to rust and the use
of aluminum and other expensive materials
is unnecessary. '

It will be obvious that I have provided a
brush of small cost and various changes
may be made in my device without departing
from the spirit of the invention, and I there-
fore do not limit myself to what is shown
in the drawings and described in the speci-
fication, but only as is set forth in the ap-
pended claims. _

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. A brush comprising a plurality of flexi-
ble fibrous strands twisted together to form
a body, and fibrous material inserted be-
tween said strands in the intermediate por-
tion of said body, substantially as set forth.
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2. A brush comprising a flexible body
formed of a plurality of fibrous cords
twisted together, and a plarality of short
sections of cord disposed between the indi-

5 vidual cords forming said body, substan-
tially as set forth. .
3. A brush comprising a plurality of flexi-

ble fibrous strands entwined about them-
selves and forming a flexible body, and
lengths of fibrous material mounted in said 10
body between said strands and forming a
circular brush, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I aflix my signature.
JOHN J. ADKINS.



