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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 2-7(completely); 1, 11(all partially)
Inventive concept I regards a method for electroplating an article with metal, comprising the step of applying
current in a plating bath comprising ions of the metal and an organic compound additive, wherein the plating
bath comprises the article as a cathode and a conductive substrate having a layer comprising oxide or nitride
of nickel and iron formed on a surface thereof as an anode, wherein the metal comprises zinc, wherein the
plating bath is an alkaline plating bath, and/or wherein the organic compound additive comprises at least one
selected from the group consisting of amine-based chelating agents, brightening agents, smoothing agents,
and defoamers.

2. claims: 8-10, 12, 13(completely); 1, 11(all partially)
Inventive concept II regards a method for electroplating an article with metal, comprising the step of applying
current in a plating bath comprising ions of the metal and an organic compound additive, wherein the plating
bath comprises the article as a cathode and a conductive substrate having a layer comprising oxide or nitride
of nickel and iron formed on a surface thereof as an anode, wherein the layer comprising the oxide or nitride is
formed by oxidizing or nitriding a conductive substrate having a plating film comprising nickel and iron, a
conductive substrate comprising iron and having a plating film containing nickel, a conductive substrate
comprising nickel and having a plating film comprising iron, or a conductive substrate comprising nickel and
iron. Inventive concept II also concerns the respective method for producing an electrode comprising a
conductive substrate having a layer comprising oxide or nitride of nickel and iron formed on a surface thereof,
the method comprising the step of:performing oxidation treatment or nitridation treatment on a conductive
substrate having a plating film comprising nickel and iron, a conductive substrate comprising iron and having a
plating film comprising nickel, a conductive substrate comprising nickel and having a plating film comprising
iron, or a conductive substrate comprising nickel and iron to form the layer comprising the oxide or nitride of
nickel and iron on the surface of the conductive substrate.

3. claim: 14
Inventive concept III regards a method for repairing an electrode comprising a conductive substrate having a
layer comprising oxide of nickel and iron formed on a surface thereof, in which electrode the layer comprising
the oxide is partly damaged on the surface, the method comprising the step of heating the electrode in an
ambient atmosphere or an oxidizing atmosphere, wherein the conductive substrate has a plating film
comprising nickel and iron under the layer comprising the oxide of nickel and iron, or contains iron and has a
plating film comprising nickel under the layer comprising the oxide of nickel and iron, or contains nickel and
has a plating film comprising iron under the layer comprising the oxide of nickel and iron, or comprises nickel
and iron.

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present (supplementary)
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