~ Feb. 3, 1942. L. MASLOW 2,272,092

CUP RACK

Filed May 7, 1940

[fltee

e
‘@4 & INVENTOR :
. WITNESSES ' : Towis JTHasloe
haietigai e ' BY ' -
RS . p .
" , Fe 333 " 9
3 O%)Q,Z;ZAA < T ATTORNEYS




Pe.tented 'Feb.kr 3, 1942

UNITED ‘STATES PA; ;E T
Caam, 092
ef e CUP RACK
Loms Maslow, Brooklyn, N.
Apphcatlon Ma,y 7 1940 Senal No 333, 740
(Cl 141—11)

3 Clalms

Thls 1nventlon relates to- cup trays or racks
used for receiving and drymg household cups, an.-
_object . being to provide an- nnproved constructmn

~ wherein wooden members are provided for re-.

ceiving the .CUpS so as to reduce or prevent break—
age. thereof.
‘Another obJect of the 1nvent10n is to prov1de a

“above: the frame (. al
~the. top of : ‘the tra)
" of.:space . 80 that

y tray will"have ample

cup rack or tray formed with a rectangular hotis-

ing and a plurahty of wooden Tods arranged:to -
»present cup receiving sockets wherem the‘ rods

are so posmloned as t0 be the only membe S w1th

whlch the cups may contact : :

A further cbject of the mventlon is to prov1de"

a cup rack having & frame and-a plurahty of rods
arranged-in different planes for presenting cup--
receiving sockets, the rods being associated with
supporting and holding members arranged at the
juncture of certaln of the rods wh1ch cross each
other,

In the accompanymg drawing—

Fig. 1 is a top view of a cup rack or tray d1s-
closinig an embodiment of the invention;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional
view through F1g 1 approximately on the line
‘2—2;

Flg 3 is a detail perspective v1ew of one of the -
supporting holding members illustrated in- Pig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the supporting-
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structure 9 fo . suppor

ead room: prc v1de - for.,
it in the next tray T e support 9 1s for, ed of
i ba,

x5 number of

) the opp051te
1 _12 are ﬁrmly
held in pos1t10n The wires. 10 and 11 extend to

. the respective sides’ of the tray.” It will be

V‘20

noted that all the wooden rods ‘12-:are spaced

apart and are parallel. The rods-12 form a sup-.
port:in ‘a given plane, while- arranged. above
these  rods, which act as “supporting -rods, are

““wooden holding rods 15 and . 16, The rods 16
. extend: longitudinally -and’ form:. g group .. of
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transverse rods extending at right angles to the

rods 12 and also at right-angles to the group of .
rods 15 though in ' contact: therew1th as illus-

“trated in Figs. 1 and 3.

At the point’ of ‘crossing -of. the rods 15 and

- 16, there are holding. -and supportmg members

membper shown in Fig. 3 before the same has -

been applied.
Referring to the accompanylng drawmg by nu-

merals, | indicates a comparatively stiff rectan-:.

gular frame forming, in a certain sense, the base
- of the tray. Mounted on this frame are a plu-
rality of substantially U-shaped members 2 and
at the corners U-shaped members 8 are each pro-
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-1, as- shown in Pigs. 3 and 4. Each of these -

holding and supporting members isformed L=

~shaped and the respective legs. 18 and 19 are pro-

vided ‘with a slightly inwardly extending projec- -

. tion 4 for permitting one tray to be stacked.on
“-another. The members 1, 2 and 3, together with
encircling bars or wires 5, form what may be
termed a rectangular housing and this housing
is comparatively stiff. - All the parts just men-
tioned are made of metal and may be galvamzed
or otherwise coated.

In addition to the members Just described, there
are provided. a number of .transverse bracing
members 6 which are strong comparatively stiff
rods extending from one side of the housing to
the other. At the corners there are provided
bracing members 1, as shown in Fig. 1, whereby
openings 8 are presented. - The projection 4 of one
tray extends into the opening 8 of the next
superposed tray whereby the trays are removably
locked together when stacked.

“vided with ‘apertures 20 .and 21 for receiving

the respectwe wooden rods 15 and 16, ‘At the
lower ends of the- legs I8 and 19 are provided

“holding fingers 22 and 23 whlch are bent around

the respective tie rods 6 and (. If desired, these
fingers could be welded in place. At each: cross- -
ing of -the rods 15 and 16 there is provided a

y support and also at each end of these rods there
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T is provided a s1m11ar support 17:

“and supportmg members 1T are r1g1d1y secured to

the respective rods 6 and 11 and also.to the low- .

".ermost crrcumferentlal rods, the wooden rods are

firmly held in place. .
"By reason of. the above-mentloned construc-

- ‘tion there are provided a numbef of sockets 24
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in'the tray. In the tray shown in Fig. 1, sixteen

sockets have been prov1ded but it will be evident
that the tray could be made larger or smaller
and,  consequently, have more or less. sockets:

-When a-cup is placed in any of the sockets it

rests on two of the wooden rods {2:and: is sup-
ported .at ‘the sides-by the respective. ‘wooden

From Fig. 2 it will be noted that the bottom 86 rods 15 and 6. Usually the cups prOJect a short
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distance above the tray but by reason of the
space 25 any desired number of trays may be
stacked without the superposed fray coming in
contact with any of the cups in the lower tray.

In hotels, resitaurants, and elsewhere cups are
liable to be subject to more or less rough usage
and eareless handling. Heretofore, metal traps
or racks have been provided but quite often
when a cup is placed carelessly in a tray it
becomes cracked or- broken. Sometimes even
when a .cup is placed very carefully in a. tray
and the tray is shifted, the cup will become

scarred by reason of its contact with the metal.

parts of the tray. By making all parts of
wood which come in contact with the cup, scar-
ring or breakage is eliminated or reduced to.a

As shown in the accompanying drawing a very:

(=3
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bent around the rods respectively in said other
group to fasten the same thereto.

2. In an article holding receptacle, groups of
rods arranged in superposed spaced relation, the
rods of each group. consisting of longitudinal
and transverse rods, and tie members extending
between rods in one group to rods in the other
group, each tie member being L shaped in cross
section to provide portions. substantially at a
right angle to each other and each portion hav-
ing.a hole.in one end thereof, each longitudinal
rod of one group extending through the holes in

-portions of a plurality'of the tie members, each

transverse rod of said last group extending
through the holes in portions of a plurality of
said tie members, and said portions of all of the

- tie members having their remaining ends bent

strong metal housing and bracing structure is -

provided, while at the same time only the
wooden rods come in contact with the respective
cups. The racks are adapted to be made of
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the same size and shape as racks of the same

general style now on the- market so as to be
stacked: therewith and with each other.

I claim:

1. In an article holding receptacle, groups of
rods arranged in superposed spaced relation, the
rods of each group being disposed crosswise of

each other, and a tie member extending between:

rods in one group to rods in the other group, the
rods in said one group extending through said tie
member which has suitable holes therein for that
purpose, and said tie member having portions

around the rods respectively of said other group
to fasten the same thereto.

3. In an article holding receptacle wherein
there are upper and lower groups of rods and
wherein the rods of each group consist of a plu-
rality of spaced rods extending crosswise of an-.
other plurality- of spaced rods, tie members, each
tie member having two rods which crosseach
other of the upper group extending through the
upper end thereof;, and the lower end of each
tie member- having portions bent around two rods:
which cross each other of the lower group, said

" tie members thus employed serving to intercon--

nect the upper and lower groups of rods and to
maintain a fixed crossed relationship of the rods
in each group. .

LOUIS MASLOW.



