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5 Claims. 

My invention relates to a new and improved 
fabric. - 
One of the objects of my invention is to pro 

vide a fabric which is stretchable either in ose 
direction, or stretchable in all directions, and 
which will be of Superior strength and , which 
Will have superior ornamental appearance. 
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Another. object of my invention relates par 
ticularly to producing a fabric which can be used 
for making bathing suits, parts of bathing suits, 
bathing caps, or articles of bathing attire and 
beach accessories such as the uppers of bathing 
shoes of bathing sandals or the like. 
Another object of my invention consists in 

providing a fabric, such as a WOven fabric, or 
a netted or knitted fabric of the type used in 
making lace, embroidery and the like, having a 
base portion which is made either in whole or in 
part of elastic threads, together with face mem 
bers which can be made of rubber, rubberized 
fabric, and any suitable lacquered fabric, such 
as fabric which has been treated with any of the 
ordinary pyroxylin lacquers. 
Where the fabric has a base portion which is 

woven, the weft threads can be suitably spaced, 
and Said weft threads can be made of elastic 
yarn of the "Lastex' type, and said elastic Weft 
or filler threads can be joined at several portions 
of their length by equally spaced Warp threads, 
and said filler threads can have secured thereto 
twisted strips of rubber or rubberized fabric or 
strips of a suitable lacquered fabric or the like. 
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Whenever I use strips Or ribbons of rubber or 
of rubberized fabric, the rubber may be acid 
cured, or steam cured, or it may consist of vul 
canized latex or pure gum rubber. 
The lacquered fabric strips or ribbons can be 

finished in any Suitable form or Color, and the 
invention also includes the use of "Cellophane' 
or the like. 

If the base of the fabric is WOven, both the 
filler threads and the warp threads, or either the 
filler threads or the Warp threads, may be made 
of said elastic "Lastex' material, and said filler 
threads and said Warp threads can be of equal 
thickness or they may have different thicknesses. 
The warp threads may be separated by interven 
ing spaces of from 1/32nd of an inch to One inch. 
The surface strips, if made of rubber or of 

rubberized fabric Or of Waterproof fabric of any 
kind, may vary in width from 1/32nd of an inch 
to one inch or more. 
The completed fabric may be backed with rub 

ber or with latex, in order to make it completely 
Waterproof. 

(C. 66-192) 
Likewise the individual yarns, ribbons, strips 

o' the like, may be made of waterproof material 
or they may be suitably Waterproofed. 
Other objects of my invention will be set forth 

in the following description and drawing which 
illustrate preferred embodiments thereof, it being 
understood that the above statement of the ob 
jects of my invention is intended generally to 
explain the same without limiting it in any 
name. : 

Fig. 1 is an enlarged top plan view showing 
material made according to one embodiment of 
the invention, said material being shown in 
stretched condition, the representation of part of 
the Ornamental facing of Said material having 
been omitted, in order to show the base portion 
of the material more clearly. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view, drawn substantially 
to scale and to normal size, of the material which 
is shown in Fig. 1, in the unstretched condition. 

Fig. 3 is a view generally similar to Fig. 1 
of a second embodiment of the invention, in 
which the Ornamental material is also elastic. 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view, drawn substantially 
to Scale and to normal size, of the material which 
is shown in Fig. 3, in the unstretched condition. 

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of material made ac 
Cording to a third embodiment of the invention, 
this being also drawn to an enlarged scale. This 
material may be used for making a part of a 
bathing suit. 

Referring to Fig. 1, this shows a material or 
fabric having a netted base portion. In this em 
bodiment, the yarns or threads and 2 of the 
base portion of the fabric are elastic and they 
are of the "Lastex' type, having elastic rubber 
cores covered helically with one or more layers 
of cotton yarn, silk yarn, etc. Said covering 
yarn is waterproofed, according to the invention 
herein. 
The yarns 2 are looped or connected, so that 

they form elastic ribS. 
The fabric is provided with an ornamental 

facing, which consists - rt yarns or ribbons or 
strips R. Said members R may be made of 
elastic rubber, or of rubberized fabric (prefer 
ably elastic) or else said elements R may be 
made of material which is substantially non 
elastic. For example, the elements R can be 
made of lacquered and waterproofed silk, cotton, 
rayon or the like. Even if the ribbons or ele 
ments R are made of non-elastic material, the 
fabric, can be stretched in one direction or in all 
directions, since said ribbons R are formed with 
bights When the fabric is in the normal una 

5 

10. 

5. 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 





10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

8,144,667 
loops. The same surface effect is produced in 
the other embodiments. - 

Referring to Figs, 2 and 4, the visible portions 
of the Surface elements R may lie flat against 
the base portion of the fabric, or said visible por 
tions may be upstanding So as to present a bead 
ed or irregular surface contour. 

If desired, a fabric of the type herein specified 
may have a backing of vulcanized rubber or of 
latex. 
The improved fabric is also useful for making 

bags, corsets, and articles of wearing apparel in 
general. 

I do not wish to be limited to any particular 
Surface pattern or design. 
The base portion of the fabric is of coarse for 

mation, with Substantial areas between its yarns. 
The yarns should not take up more than fifty 
per cent of the area of the base portion, although 
I do not wish to be limited to any specific propor 
tion. The yarns of the base portion may take up 
an even Smaller proportion of the total area of 
the base portion, so that water can pass through 
the interstices of the base portion with almost 
the same effect as though the nude skin was con 
tact. With the Water. 

I have shown preferred embodiments of my in 
vention, but it is clear that numerous changes 
and omissions can be made without departing 
from its spirit. 

claim: 
1. A non-absorbent fabric comprising a non 

absorbent base portion and non-absorbent face 
elements, said base portion being elastic in at 
least One direction and including non-absorbent 
elastic yarn elements having elastic cores which 
have non-absorbent yarn coverings, said face ele 
ments having spaced face portions which are 
visible at a face of said fabric, said face elements 
being Connected to said elastic yarn elements. 

2. A non-absorbent fabric comprising a non 
absorbent base portion and non-absorbent face 
elements, said base portion being elastic in at 

least one direction and including non-absorbent 
elastic yarn elements having elastic cores which 
have non-absorbent yarn coverings, said face ele 
ments having spaced face portions which are vis 
ible at a face of said fabric, said face elements 
being connected to said elastic yarn elements, said 
face elements being elastic. 

3. A non-absorbent fabric comprising a non 
absorbent base portion and non-absorbent face 
elements, said base portion being elastic in at 
least one direction and including non-absorbent 
elastic yarn elements having elastic cores which 
have non-absorbent yarn coverings, said face ele 
ments having spaced face portions which are 
visible at a face of said fabric, said face elements 
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being connected to said elastic yarn elements, 
Said face elements being non-elastic, said face 
portions being bights of sufficient size to permit 
the fabric to be extended along said faceportions. 

4. A non-absorbent fabric comprising a non 
absorbent base portion and non-absorbent face 
elements, said, base portion being elastic in at 
least One direction and including nonabsorbent 
elastic yarn elements having elastic cores which 
have non-absorbent yarn coverings, said face ele 
ments having spaced face portions which are 
visible at a face of said fabric, said face elements 
being connected to Said elastic yarn elements, 
said base-portion having its yarn elements sufi 
ciently spaced to permit the passage of water 
freely between said yarn elements, the face ele 
ments being arranged so as to permit the pas 
sage of the water. 

5. A fabric having elastic yarn formed into in 
terlaced rows of loops which are disposed sub 
stantially parallel to each other, Said elastic yarn 
having an elastic core and an outer covering of 
non-absorbent material, said fabric also having 
pattern yarn which forms the essential surface 
pattern of the fabric, said pattern yarn being 
non-absorbent and being connected to Said rows 
of loops in extensible loop formation. 
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