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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANCES CLEVELAND
SMITH, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Atlanta, county of Fulton, and

s State of Georgia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Extensible Cor-
sets, of which the following isa specification,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part thereof, in which

10 similar characters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts.

Thisinvention relatesto extensible corsets,
the ‘object thereof being to provide an im-
proved deviece of this character which is sus-

15 ceptible of expansion and contraction, where-
by it may be readily adjusted to neatly and
snugly fit a person who is undergoing bodily
changes of proportion. The device is also
adapted for use of women while nuarsing chil-

2o dren; and it embodies in its construction
hygienie principles of support, the parts be-
ingrelativelyarranged and assembled in such
a manner as to equally distribute the strain
and weight of the garments.

25  The invention will be hereinafter fully de-
scribed, and specifically set forth in the an-
nexed claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-

30 spective view of myimproved corset, and Fig.
9'is a similar view showing the device ad-
justed to the body of a wearer and in slightly-
extended condition.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the

35 back of the corset, which comprises the two
sections a o/, held together by means of the
lace 1 in the ordinary manner.- The body of
the corset further comprises the side sections
B B’ and front sections C ¢, which are held

40 together by means of the laces2 and 3. The
front sections C ' are fastened together by
buttons and buttonholes, as ¢ and ¢, or any
other suitable means for clasping the corset
may be employed. Formed at the bust por-

45 tion upon each side of the corset is a flap D,
comprising the adjacent sections d and d.
This flap is normally clasped over the bust
and held in place by means of any suitable
fastening devices—for instance, clasps com-

so prising the .parts 4 and 5-—as illustrated in

Fig. 1 of the drawings; but buttons and but-
tonholes may be employed, if desired.

The corset-sections may be ribbed, boned,
or stiffened in any suifable manner common
to articles of this character, and the device 55
can be constructed either as a corset or cor-
set-waist.

The flaps D are adapted for usein nursing
children, and they may beopened and turned
down, as shown by Fig. 1 of the drawings, or 6o
one side only may be opened and folded over,
if desired.

The front sections of the corset are con-
nected together by extensible strips E, which
when the corset isextended fill up the spaces 6;
between the sections to afford a protective
covering for the body.

. As a means for supporting the corsetI em-
ploy shoulder-straps ¥, which are bifurcated

at their free ends to form the fastening- 7o
straps f, which have buttonholes f' for en-
gaging buttons 6, located at the sides of the
bust, whereby pressure of the straps against
the bust is obviated and the flaps D may be
opened and closed without the necessity of 75
unfastening the straps.

Around the bottom edge of the corset I
place a row of buttons G. These buttonsare
used to support a petticoat, as II, which has
a band H', provided with buttonholes . By 8o
this means all the weight is removed fromthe
waist, the garment being supported directly
from the shoulders.

Depending from the lower edge of the cor-
set, back of the side seams, are straps I, which 83
have buttons 7 for engagement with stocking-
supporters. The location of these straps
upon the back sections of the corset removes
all weight from the abdomen, the support be-
ing directly from the shoulders. 90

The operation and uses of my invention
are obvious. When the body is in normal
shape, the corset is laced with the sections
tightly joined, as shown by Fig. 1 of the
drawings; but as the body becomes enlarged gs
the lacing is loosened over the enlarged parts
to a sufficient extent to make the corset fit.
Thus I provide an efficient and hygienic de-
vice adapted for constant use.

T do not confine myself to the specific de- 100
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tails of mere construction and form of the
parts as herein shown and described, as it is
evident that slight changes may be made
without departing from the general scope of
my invention. ’

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A corset comprising a plarality of sec-
tions laced together, and having flaps formed
over the bust, said flaps forming part of two
adjacent sections of the corset whereby they

‘may be extended, substantially as shown and

described.

2. The combination, with the corset em-
bodying the plurality of sections laced to-
gether, and the bust-flaps, of the shoulder-
straps having bifurcated ends, and means for
attaching said ends to the corset at the sides
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of the flaps, whereby pressure is removed
from the breasts, substantially as shown and
described.

3. In a corset, the combination, with the
plurality of sections laced together, and the
extensible connections at the joints of said
sections, and the flaps and fasteners therefor,
of the shoulder-straps having the bifurcated
ends, and a row of buttons on the lower edge
of the corset for supporting a skirt, substan-
tially as shown and deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed myname, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 5th day of Septem-
ber, 1901.

FRANCES CLEVELAND SMITH.

Witnesses:

HELEN HowARD CLEVELAND,
ELLEN REBECCA HANSON.
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