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To all whom it may concern.: .

Be it known that I, Russerr M. Kresiey,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Carrollton, in the county of Carroll and
State of Missouri, have invented new and-

useful Tmprovements in Clothes-Line Reels

and Tighteners, of which the following is

a specification.

This invention is an improved device for
reeling and unreeling a clothes line or other
rope and for also raising and lowering the
same when said line is stretched, as when
clothes are hung thereon, to enable the
stretched line with its load to be raised or
lowered as may be required, and the said in-
vention consists in the construction, com-

bination and arrangement of devices here- |

inafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is an elevation of an improved reel and line
tightener constructed in accordance with ny
invention, showing the same attached to a
post and 1n use. Fig. 2 is a front elevation
of my iwproved reel and line tightener on
a larger scale. Fig. 8 is a longitudinal sec-
tional view of the same.

"In accordance with my invention, I pro-
vide a suitable frame or base 1 which is here
shown as comprising sides 2 and connecting
cross bars or end portious 8 and 4 which are
respectively provided with a series of screw
or nail receiving onenings 3, a screw receiv-
ing notch 6, thus facilitating the, application

of said base or frame to a post, tree, fence, :

wall or other suitable supporting object by
means of suitable screws such as shown at 7,
or other suitable devices.

The sides of the frame or base are formed
with bearing openings for the shafts '8, 9
of a pair of drums 10, 11 respectively and
also with bearing openings for the spindles
or journals of a roller 12 which roller is dis-
posed above the drum 11, the latter being
above the drum 10. The drum 10 is pro-
vided at one end with a head. 13 which has
peripheral ratchet teeth 14. The drum 11
has a similar head at one end provided with
peripheral ratchet teeth 15 which extend
in the same direction as those of the drum
10.  The said ratchet heads of the drums
ave respectively normally engaged by grav-
ity acting pawls 16, 17 which are pivotally
connected to one of the sides 2 of the frame
or base. Each of the drum shafts is polygo-
nal cross sectionally at one end to enable it
to be engaged by a crank handle 18 which

i
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may be readily shipped or unshipped so that
said crank handle may be employed to rotate
either of the drums. ‘

At a suitable height above the reel and line

tightener device is a suitable guide, which

for the purposes of this specification as here
shown, has a ring 18 secured by a staple 19
to the post or support 20. Tt is obvious that
any suitable guiding device may be employed

ng cord or rope 21 passes over or through

said guiding device 18, has-its lower end at-

tached to the drum 10 and is provided at
its upper end with a sheave or block 29.
The clothes line or other line, indicated at
23 passes over said sheave or block and is
attached to-the drum 11. :

In the operation of my improved reel or-

line tightener, the line 23 is initially brought
to nearly the requisite tension by means of
the drum 11 which as before indicated may
be turned by the crank handle 18. Having
suspended the clothes or other articles from
the said line 23, the latter is then raised to
the required height by turning the drum. 10,
thus causing the raising and lowering cord
21 and the block or sheave 22 to coact to
raise one end of the line 23 as clearly shown
in Fig. 1. The roller 12 serves ‘as a guide
for the line 28.
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I do not desire to linli_ﬁ myself to the pl‘e- :

cise construction and arrangement of devices

herein shown and described, as it is evident
that modifications may be made therein with-
in the scope of the appended claims.
Having thus described the invention. what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:— -
1. In combination with a device compris-
ing a base frame, a clothes line drum mount-
ed in said base frame, means to prevent said
drum from rotating in one direction, a hoist-
ing rope drum’ also mounted in said frame,
ineans to prevent such last mentioned drum

from rotating in one direction, and a crank

handle whereby to turn either of said drams
at will, a clothes line attached to the clothes
line ‘drum, a guide element mounted above

said device, and a-hoisting rope guided by

said element, having one end attached to the
hoisting rope drum and provided at the ‘op-

posite end with a block, said block being en--
gaged by said clothes line for the purpose .

set forth,
2. In combination with a pair of inde-

pendently operable drums and means for ro- .
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tating the saine, a guide element, a hoisting { In testimony whereof T affix my sigtiature
rope guided (‘lby said guide é}lenée%thaving ' ifi presence of two witmesses..
an engaging device at one end and having its | T N T
_op osjgitcgl en%l attached to one of said drl%ms, o RUSSELL M. KNEISLLY‘
5 a line having slidable engagement. with said | Witnesses:
_engaging device and having one end engaged’ H. R. KNEISLEY, ..
with the other drum. - B ' . Wi G. Busey.



