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'UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ROBERT RICHARDS, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

RECLINING-CHAIR,ACOT, OR LOUNGE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 572,277, dated December 1, 18986.
Application filed May 23; 1896, ; Serial No. 592,744. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern.:

citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Brooklyn, (Flatbush,) in the county of Kings
and State of New York, have invented certain
new and usefnl Tmprovements in a Reclin-
ing-Chair, Cot, or Lounge, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings,forming a part
thereof, in which similar numerals of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to articles of furni-
ture, and particularly to chairs, cots, sofas,

and similar articles; and the objeet thereof’

is to provide an improved combination device
of this class which may be used as a chair, a
cot, or a sofa, as occasion may require.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-’
lowing specification, of which the accompany-

ing drawings form a part, in which—
Figure 1 is a side view of my improved ar-
ticle of furniture when used as a chair and
showing also a detachable foot-rest; Fig. 2, a
side view thereof when used as a cot; Fig. 8,
a plan view of the device as shown in Fig. 2;

Fig. 4, a side view of the device when used:

as a sofa; and Figs. 5, 6, and 7 are side views
of details of the construction whieh I employ.
Fig. 8 is a detailed perspective view of the
side bars of a head-rest.

In the practice of my invention I provide
a chair which comprises two similar side bars,
which are designated by the reference-nu-
meral 5, and which constitute a part of the
seat, and which are connected at their oppo-
site ends by transverse rods 6 and 7, and the
side bars 5 are provided at their rear ends
with two forwardly-directed legs 8, which are
pivotally connected with the transverse rod
6, and at their forward ends with two legs
9, which are pivotally connected with the
cross-rod 7, and said legs 8 and 9 are crossed
and pivotally connected at 10 by another rod,
and the legs 9 are shown in dotted lines in
Fig. 3 and in full lines in Figs. 1 and 2.

The forward ends of the side bars 5 are pro-
vided with blocks 11, which are secured there-
to, and to the inner ends of which are secured
pins 12, provided with heads 13, and the back
of the chair consists of upright side bars 14,
which are provided with headed pins 15, and

I also provide arms 16, which are curved, as

shown in Tig. 1, and the ends of which are
Be it known that I, ROBERT RICHARDS, a

provided with slots 17, which are adapted to
engage with the pins 12 and 15, by which they
are held in place.

The lower ends of the upright side bars 14
of the back are provided with longitudinal
slots 18, which open downwardly by neans of
slots 19, which are formed at right angles to
the slots 18, and the side bars 5 of the chair
are provided with headed pins 20, and -the
upper ends of the upright side bars 14 of the
back of the chair are connected by a cross rod
or bar at 21, on one end of which is mounted
a ratchet-wheel 22, and a pivoted pawl 23
(shown in dotted lines in Figs. 1 and 2) is
adapted to operate -in connection with said
ratchet-wheel, and the upright rods 14 of the
back are also connected by a cross-bar 24, as
shown in Fig. 3.
which consists of two similar side bars 25, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 7, and the outer ends of
said side bars are circular in form, as shown
at 26, and pivotally connected therewith at
27 are legs 28, and the rear ends of the side

bars 25 are connected by a cross-bar 29, and .

the lower ends of the legs 28 are similarly
connected by a cross-bar 30, and extending
from the cross-bar 30 to the cross rod or bar
29 is a connecting-rod 31, which is formed in
two sections, the separate sections being con-

nected at 32, and said sections are detachably

connected with said cross rods or bars 29
and 30. :

The rear ends of the side bars 25 of the
foot-rest are provided with hooks 33, asshown
in Fig. 7, by means of which the foot-rest
may be detachably connected with the cross
rod or bar 7, and said foot-rest is provided

I.also provide a foot-rest, -
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with a cover of canvas, as shown at 34, and

a similar cover or strip of canvas 35 is con-
nected with the cross rod or bar 7 of the
chair and extends backwardly and is tacked
to or otherwise secured to the cross rod or
bar 6, as shown at 36 in Fig. 3, and is then
carried upwardly between the upright side
bars 14 of the back of the chair and con-
nected with the cross rod or har 21 at the top
thereof. 4

It will be apparent that the foot-rest may

be detached from the chair whenever desired -

or connected therewith as occasion may re-
quire, and the chair proper may be folded
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into the position shown in Fig. 2 by discon-
necting the arms 16 therefrom and raising
the upright side bars 14 of the back and low-
ering the same into the position shown in
Fig. 2, in which position the pins 20, which
are secured to the side bars 5, may be made
to enter the slots 19 in the upright side bars
14 of the back, in which position the back
will be parallel with the seat of the chair or
with the side bars 5 thereof. I also provide
two braces or legs 37, which are pivotally
connected with the upright side bars 14 of
the back at 38, and pivotally connected with
the legs or braces 37at 39 by meansof a cross
rod or bar are short braces or legs 40, the
upper ends of which are provided with semi-
circular notches or recesses 40°, which are
adapted to abut against the transverse rod
or bar 21, which connects the upper end of
the upright side bars 14 of the back, and by
this means the outer end of the back will be
supported when in the horizontal position
shown in Fig. 2, and the frame, consisting of
the legs or braces 37 and the short braces or
legs 40, is adapted to be folded between the
upright side bars 14 of the back when the de-
vice is used as a chair, as shown in Fig.1. I
also provide a frame 41, which is adapted to
serve as a support for a head-rest when the
device is nsed as a cot, and said frame con-
sists of two side bars 42, which are adapted
to be detachably connected with the ends of
the upright side bars 14 of the back by means
ofatongue-and-groove construction,asshown
at 43, said bars 14 of the back being provided
with transverse and inclined grooves 44, into
which the lower ends of the side bars 42 of
the support for the head-rest are passed, be-
ing prevented from downward movement
therein by shoulders 42’ thereon, and said
frame 41 is held at a backward inclination,
as shown in Fig. 2, and said side bars 42
thereof are connected by means of a strip
45 of canvas or other flexible material, as
shown in TFigs. 2 and 8, and formed in the
ends of said strip 45 are slots or openings 46,

Any suitable form of a head-rest, pillow,

 orotherdevice may besupported by the frame
41 when the device is used as-a cot, and in
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order to convert the device into a sofa I pro-
vide a frame 47, the upper portion of which
isupholstered, as shown at 48, and said frame
consists of suitableside bars, the rear ends of
which project,asshown at 49, and said project-
ing endsare adapted topass between the lower
ends.of the side bars-42 of the frame 41, as
shown in I'ig. 4, and the frame 47 is provided
nearits opposite ends with a depending shoul-
der or projection 50, which passes between
the side bars 5 of the chair-seat, as shown in
dotted lines at 51, and which serves to retain
the frame 47 in position, and I also provide a
head-rest 52, consisting of a suitable frame
53, having side bars which are inelined up-
wardly and curved backwardly, and said
frame is alsoupholstered, as shown at 54, and
the side bars thereof are provided at the back

of the frame with backwardly-directed shoul-
ders or projections 55, which fit between the
side bars 42 of the frame 41, and at its lower
end the frame 53 is provided centrally with
a depending and backwardly-directed pro-
jection 56, which abuts againstthe end of the
frame 47 and which serves to assist in holding
the said frame in proper position. Thése fea-
tures of construction are best shown in Figs.
4, 5, and 6,and it will be understood thatthe
strip 85, which forms a part of the seat of the
chair and also of the back thereof, may be
composed of canvas, leather, or any desired
flexible material, and that it may be tightened
at any time by turning the rod or bar 21, on
which the ratchet-wheel 22 is mounted, and
the pawl 23 will hold said ratchet-wheel and
the rod or bar 21 in the required position.
It will thus be seen that I provide a simple
and effective device which may be used as a
chair orasacot orasasofa,and that a foot-rest
may be employed in connection with the chair
whenever desired; and it will also be seen
that all that is necessary to convert the chair
into a cot is to detach the foot-rest and the
arms of the chair and then lower the back
thereof into therposition shown in Fig. 2, and
in order to convert the cot into a sofa all that
is necessary is to place the upholstered frame
47 and the head-rest 52 thereon.

This device is simple in construction and
operation and is perfectly adapted to accom-
plish the result for which it is intended, and
itis evident that changesin and modifications
of the construction herein described may be
made without departing from the spirit of
my invention or sacrificing its advantages.

The forward or upper ends of the legs 9 of
the chair may be detachably connected with
the cross rod or bar 7, if desired, and in this
event thelegs 8 and 9 may be folded adjacent
to the bottom of the chair, as will be readily
understood, and I reserve the right to make
all suchalterations therein and modifications
thereof as fairly come within the scope of
the invention. i

Having fally described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. Achair, comprisingsidebars, which con-
stitute a part of the seat and which are suit-
ably connected by cross rods or bars, at each
end thereof, legs pivotally connected with the
opposite ends of said side bars, and crossed,
and pivotally connected where crossed, a back
consisting of upright side bars, pivot-bars
connected with the rear ends of the side bars
of the seat, and the legs connected therewith,
longitudinal slots formed in. the side bars of
the back and engaging the pivot-bars, said
longitudinal slots being provided at their
lower ends with transverse slots which open
downwardly, detachable arms connecting
said side bars of the back, and of the seat,
and pins secured to the side bars of the seat
and adapted to entersaid slots, substantially
as shown and deseribed.
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2. Achair, comprising side bars,which con-
stitute a part of the seat, and which are suit-
ably connected by cross rods or bars, at each
end thereof, legspivotally connected with the
opposite ends of said side bars, and crossed,
and pivotally connected where crossed, a back
consisting of upright side bars, pivot-bars
connected with the rear ends of the side bars
of the seat, and the legs connected therewith,
longitudinal slots, formed in the side bars of

.the back and engaging the pivot-bars, said

longitudinal slots being provided at their
lower ends with transverse slots which open
downwardly, detachable arms connecting
said side bars of the back, and of the seat,
and pins secured to the side bars of the seat
and adapted to enter said slots, and said chair
being also provided with a flexible strip,
which constitutes a part of the seat, and
which is carried upwardly and passed over

" a.rod or bar at the top of the upright side
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bars, of the back, said rod or bar being pro-
vided with a ratchet-wheel, and a pawl which
is pivotally connected with one of said up-
right side bars of the back, and adapted to
operatein connection with said ratchet-wheel,
substantially as shown and described.

3. A chair, comprising side bars,which con-
stitute a part of the seat, and which are suit-
ably connected by cross rods or bars, at each
end thereof; legs pivotally connected with the
opposite ends of said side bars, and crossed,

" and pivotally connected where crossed, aback
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consisting of upright side bars, pivot-bars
connected with the rear ends of the side bars
of the seat, and the legs connected therewith,
longitudinal slots, formed in the side bars of
the back and engaging the pivot-bars, said
longitudinal slots being provided at their
lower ends with transverse slots which open
downwardly,detachable arms connecting said
side bars of the back, and of the seat, and
pins secured to the side bars of the seat and
adapted to enter said slots, and said chair
being also provided with a flexible strip,which
constitutes a part of the seat, and which is
carried upwardly, and passed over a rod or
bar at the top of the upright side bars of the
back, said rod or bar being provided with a
ratchet-wheel, and a pawl which is pivotally
eonnected with one of said upright side bars
of the back, and adapted to operate in con-
nection with the ratchet-wheel, and said chair
being also provided with a detachable foot-
rest, substantially as shown and deseribed.
4. A chair, comprisingside bars, which con-
stitute a part of the seat, and which are suit-
ably connected by cross rods or bars, at each
end thereof, legs pivotally connected with the
opposite ends of said side bars, and crossed,
and pivotally connected where crossed, a back
consisting of uprightside bars, pivot-bars con-
nected with the rear ends of the side bars of
the seat, and the legs connected therewith,

V]

longitudinal slots, formed in the side bars of
the back and engaging the pivot-bars, said
longitudinal slots being provided at their
lower ends with transverse slots which open
downwardly, detachable arms connecting said
side bars of the back, and of the seat,and pins
secured to theside bars of the seat and adapted
to enter said slots, and said chair being also
provided with a flexible strip, which consti-
tutes a part of the seat, and which is carried
upwardly, and passed over a rod or bar at the
top of the upright side bars, of the back, said
rod or bar being provided with a ratchet-
wheel, and a pawl which is pivotally con-
nected with one of said upright side bars of
the back, and adapted to operate in connec-
tion with the ratchet-wheel, and said chair
being also provided with a detachable foot-
rest, consisting of suitable side bars detach-
ably connected with the seat of the chair,and
which are provided at their outer ends with
legs, said legs being connected with the for-
ward end of the foot-rest, substantially as
shown and described. ‘

5. The combination with a chair, provided
with detachable arms, and a back which is
pivotally connected with the seat,and adapted
1o be lowered into a horizontal position, of a
pivoted support connected with the upper end
of said back, and adapted to support the same
when lowered into a horizontal position, a de-
tachable support for a head-rest, consisting
of a suitable frame, which is adapted to be
connected with the end of said back, and an
upholstered frame, which is adapted to be
placed upon the seat of the chair, and. the
back, when the back is lowered intfo a hori-
zontal position, and a head-rest which is also
adapted to be connected with the detachable
support therefor, substantially as shown and
described. '

6. A chair, provided with a seat, having
legs pivotally connected therewith, said legs
being crossed and pivotally connected, and a
back which is pivotally connected with said
seat, and which is adapted to be lowered into
a horizontal position, and supported in such
position, said back being also provided with
a detachable frame for a head-rest, and an
upholstered frame, which is adapted to be
placed upon said chair, and said back when
the latterislowered intoa horizontal position,
and an upholstered head-rest, which is adapt-
ed to be placed upon said frame, substantially
as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 19th
day of May, 1896,

ROBERT RICHARDS.

Witnesses:
C. GERST,
A. C. McLOUGHLIN.
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