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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
MAUDE. V. STANSBURY, OF AUBURN, NEW YORK. 

BUST-GIRDLE, 

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 3, 1913. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MAUDE W. STANSBURY, 

of Auburn, in the county of Cayuga, in the 
State of New York, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Bust-Girdles, of 
which the following, taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawings, is a full, 
clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in bust girdles adapted to be ad 
justably fastened around the bust and held 
in place by suitable shoulder straps and 
having the front side thereof provided with 
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pads to give fullness to the bust. 
One of the objects is to provide a light, 

Sanitary bust girdle of open lace work or 
netting which is cool and self-ventilating 
and adapted to be fitted closely to the form 
and at the same time to give more or less 
fullness to the bust. 
Another object is to provide the front 

portions of the girdle with separate pock 
ets for the reception of the pads or filling 
having self-closing open sides through 
which such filling may be inserted and re 
moved at will, thus permitting the entire 
girdle and fillings to be thoroughly washed 
and laundried when desired. 
Other objects and uses relating to specific 

parts of the girdle will be brought out in 
the following description: 
In the drawings--Figure 1 is a perspec 

tive view of the girdle. Fig. 2 is an en 
larged horizontal sectional view through one 
of the padded pockets and adjacent portions 
of the girdle taken on line 2-2, Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged end face view of the 
open end of one of the pockets, partly in 
section, taken on line 3-3, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 
is an enlarged horizontal sectional view 
through the rear laced ends of the girdle 
taken online 4-4, Fig. 1. 
This girdle preferably comprises opposite 

similar half sections -- detachably 
united at their front ends by suitable fas 
tening means as hooks and eyes -2- and 
having their rear ends adjustably connected 
by suitable lacing -3-, each half section being provided with a shoulder strap - 4 
having its ends attached to the upper edges 
of the front and rear portions thereof and 
its intermediate portions looped and adapt 
ed to be brought over and upon the shoul 
ders to support the girdle in proper position 
around the bust. 
The main bodies of the sections -1- 

are preferably made of open lace work or 
netting -5-I having their rear portions 
relatively narrow vertically but of substan 
tially the same width and their front por 
tions at opposite sides of the center some 
what enlarged or broadened vertically and 
provided with separable double layers of 
the lace work or netting -5- to form suit 
able pockets -6- for the reception of pads 
or fillings -7-preferably of the same ma 
terial so as to reduce the weight and render 
these portions of the girdle cool and self ventilating. 
The upper and lower marginal edges of 

the girdle sections -1 - are finished with 
relatively narrow bindings -8- of some 
what stronger fabric than the lace work so 
as to give the girdle the desired form and 
allow it to be drawn tightly around the body 
without liability of stretching or deforming 
the main body-1-. In like manner the 
front meeting ends of the 
-1- are provided with relatively narrow 
binding strips -9-' of the same material 
as the bindings -8- and to which the 
hooks and eyes-, 2- are securely attached. 
The rear meeting ends of the girdle sec 

tions -1 are also provided with binding 
strips -10- of the same material as the 
binding strips -8- to which are attached 
loops -11 - of similar material through 
which the lacing -3- is drawn, said bind 
ing strips -10-- also forming hems for re 
ceiving vertical stays -12- of whale bone 
or equivalent material to give the desired 
stiffness and form to this portion of the 
girdle at the center of the back. 

IFor a similar purpose the portions of the 
girdle at the rear ends of the pockets --6- 
and also the central portions of the front 
sides of the pockets are provided with verti 
cal binding pieces -13- and -14- for re 
ceiving vertical stays -15- and -16 
which preserve the predetermined form of 
the marginal edges of the girdle, the bind 
ing strips -14 and stays -16-being lo 
cated substantially midway between the ver 
tical binding strips -9- and -13-. 
The rear ends of the inner sides of the 

pockets -6 are provided with separate 
vertical bindings -17-preferably of the 
same material as the bindings -13-having 
their ends attached to the adjacent por 
tions of the lower and upper bindings -8- 
and their intermediate portions separated 
therefrom to form an opening -18- into 
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the pocket -6- through which the fillings 
-7- may be inserted and removed. 

Stays -19- of whale bone or equivalent 
material are also inserted in the bindings 
-17- and serve to automatically close the 
openings --18-by their own tension. 
The fillings -7- are loosely inserted 

within their respective pockets -6-be 
tween the inner and outer sides -5- there 
of and when made of open lace work or net 
ting may be crumpled or folded to give the 
desired fullness without adding materially 
to the weight of the girdle or interfering 
with free ventilation therethrough, said fill 
ings being removed when necessary through 
the openings -18- to permit the parts of 
S. intire girdle to be washed and laun 
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What I claim is: A bust girdle composed of opposite half 
Sections arranged end to end, means for con 
necting them at both their rear and front 
ends, a pocket formed on each of said sec 
tions by attaching thereto a piece of mate 
rial upon three of its sides, a flexible strip 
of material of substantially equal length 
with the width of said pockets attached to 
the free side of said pieces of material at 
tached to form said pockets, and adapted to 
hold said pockets in closed position. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand on this 26th day of June 1912. 
MAUDE W. STANSBURY. 

Witnesses: ... ' 

JAMEs T. Hu NTER, 
WILLIAM. A. SEAMAN. 
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