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To all whom & may concern:

Be it known that T, CHARLES N. MERI-
WETHER, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Clarksville, in the county of Montgom-
ery and State of Tennessee, haveinvented new
and useful Improvements in Gate-Hinges, of
‘which the following is a specification.

Thisinvention relates to that type of hinges
particularly designed for gates, in which a me-
tallic strap secured to the gate is provided at
one end with an eye engaging a pintle on a
screw orother shank driven into the gate-post.

The present invention has for its object to
provideanovel, efficient and economical hinge
having means whereby it is possible to con-
veniently and rapidly raise or lower the free
or outer end of the gate to suit the conditions
required and to conform with uneven ground,
or to correct undue sagging of the gate.

The invention consists esseuntially in the
combination with a shank having a vertical
cylindrical pintle, and a metal strap bent into
an elongated eye having curved end portions,
of a removable and replaceable plug having
a convexed outer edge and a concaved inner
edge to fit the pintle and insertible into either
end of the elongated eye to stand at the front
or rear of the pintle.

The invention is illustrated by the acecom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1, is a side elevation ¢f a gatehinge
embodying my invention. Fig.2,isatop plan
view of the metallic strap with its elongated
eye and showing the plug ir{position therein.
Fig. 8, is a detail side elevation of the plug.

In order to enable those skilled in the art
to make and use my invention, I will now
describe the same in detail, referring to the
drawings, wherein— |

The numeral 1 indicates the strap portion
of the hinge which is composed of a flat me-
tallic plate having one end folded, or bent
upon itself and secured by a rivet asat 7, for
the purpose of forming an elongated eye
which, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, comprises
the curved rear end 8,curved front end 9 and
parallel side walls 10 and 12, The elongated

eye of the metallic strap is adapted to be en--

gaged with a pintle 5, projecting vertieally
from a shank 2, adapted to be secured in a
gate-post.

The shank is preferably constructed with

a serew extremity 13 so that it can be screwed
into the gate-post, but obviously the shank
can be otherwise driven into the post with-
out altering the character of the hinge.

In practice the metallic strap portion of the
hinge is secured to the gate and the latter fre-
quently sags to such extent as to obstruct the
correct working of the gate, or interfere with
its convenient operation. Tocorrect the sag-
ging of the gate and to adjust the gate for
many other purposes, I providea plug 3, which
is susceptibleof being inserted intoeither end
of the elongated eye of the strap part of the
hinge so that the plug can be placed in front
of, or in rear of the pintle 5. The plug iscon-
structed with a convexed rearedge 14 adapted
to fit the eurved portions 8 or 9 of the elon-
gated eye and the plug is also formed with a
convexed portion 15 adapted to fit the cylin-
drical pintle 5. 1If the plug is inserted into
the rear end of the elongated eye and lies at
the rear side of the pintle 5, the free or outer
end of the gate will be raised and conversely
if the plug is inserted into the front end of
the elongated eye and lies in front of the pin-
tle 5, the free orouter end of the gate willbe
lowered. By this meansthe gate can be easily
adjusted to suit whatever condition is re-
quired, such as adapting the gate to uneven
ground, or correcting the saggingof the gate.

The removable and replaceable plug is con-
strueted with parallel sides 16 and 17 which
lie against the parallel side walls 10 and 12
of the elongated eye, whereby the plug is pre-
vented from turning as the gate swings and
is at all times retained in proper operative
position.

The shank 2 is constructed at the base of
the pintle 5 with an annular shoulder 18
against which the lower end of the plug 3, and
the lower edgeof the elongated eye may rest,
8o that the plug cannot descend out of oper-
ative position, but I prefer tosupport the plug
against undue downward movement through
the medium of a_laterally projecting flange 4,
adapted to bear against the upper edgeof the
curved portions 8 or 9. The flange 4 is not
used in the construction illustrated in Fig. 2,

-but it is advisable to use the flange in that it

supports the plug and provides a finger-piece,
or handle for conveniently removing and re-
placing the plug.
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Many contrivances have heretofore been
proposed for correcting the sagging of gates,
but all are more or less complicated, expen-
sive, diffieult of adjustment, inconvenient in
use and generally insufficient for the purpose
in hand.

By my invention I provide very simple and
comparatively inexpensive means whereby
the free, or outer end of a gate can be readily

- 10 raised or lowered to suit the conditions re-

quired.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is— .

In a gate hinge, the combination with a
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shank having acylindrical pintle, and a metal 13

strap bent into an elongated eye, of a remov-
able and replaceable plug adapted to be in-
serted into either end of the elongated eye to
stand at the front, or rear of the pintle, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and affixed my seal in presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

CHARLES N, MERIWETHER.

Witnesses:
C. B. LYLE,
H. P. GHOLSON.
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