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This invention relates to an improved type of spinning
top, and more specifically, to providing for the multiple-
piece construction of a spinning top  which permits new
and useful advantages as a toy.

. The usual types of top construction provide variations
in design and form but, in general, all utilize single piece
bodies and fixed types of spindles or tips on which the
top actually does the spinning. It is also observed that
tops of the conventional single-piece construction are
not easily spun by the younger children and that they
have no other use as a toy. In my Patent No. 2,546,218,
issued March 27, 1951, I disclose improved types of
spinning tops which have rotatable pins in axially posi-
_ tioned sleeves whereby the top may be held while starting
the spinning motion with a string, or with the fingers.
The loose .rotatable pin construction also permits the

top to be picked up by the pin and moved to a different

location with substantially no decrease in' the- spinning
motion of the top body. - In the present invention, I
provide an improvement to my aforementioned patented
top construction in that various body sections are adapted
to fit with separate spindle sections so that there may be
many modifications in. the top design and contour.” The
separate spindle sections. also utilize the improved con-
struction, with rotatable pin means, and its resulting ad-
vantages, whereby an assembled top may be spun and
then picked up and moved to a different surface as taught
in the aforementioned patent.

It is a principal object of the invention to provide a.

spinning top having a separate spindle section and sepa-
rate body sections whereby many different top body
configurations may be assembled.

It is a further object of the invention to provide a
multiple-piece top which has different shaped or different
sized body sections which are of an interlocking nature
permitting their use as a substantially separate .toy.

Broadly, .the present invention may be set forth as a
multiple-piece spinning top comprising in combination, a
separate center spindle having an axial hole bored there-
through and at least one rotatable pin mounted therein,
a plurality of rémovable body sections with each section
having a perforated center portion adapted to slidably
pass over and become assembled with the center spindle,
and means keying the removable body sections with the
spindle whereby the top may be assembled and spun.

The advantages and features of the improved multiple-
piece construction are more readily set forth and under-
stood by reference to the accompanying drawing and
to the following explanation thereof.

Figure 1 shows one embodiment of the improved

multiple-piece spinning top having a plurality of different.

sized. disk shaped members engaging a separate center
spindle. '

Figures 2 and 3 of the drawing indicate modified types
of designs and constructions for the separate spindle ‘sec-
tions.

Figure 4 of the drawing shows an assembled multiple-
piece top having a separate center spindle and a plurality
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2
of concentric rings or cylinder-like sections being utilized
as the body of the top.

Figure 5 is a plan view of ‘the assembled top shown
in Figure 4 of the drawing. :

Figure 6 shows a plan view of a top using ring sections
as shown in Figures 4 and 5, but with the ring sections
assembled cross-wise with respect to one another.

Figure 7 shows an assembly of disk-like body sections,
such as are utilized in Figure 1, to provide an interlocking
type of toy.

Referring now to Figure 1 of the drawing, there is
shown a center spindle section 1 and a plurality of disk-
like body sections, numbered 2 through 8, each of which
has a center hole or perforation adapted to slide over the
center spindle 1. Each of the disk-like body sections are
preferably of a different diameter or size so that they
may be assembled to provide a configuration or contour
as shown, which is equivalent to that of the usual and
conventional top, however, it should be noted that the
disk body sections may be assembled in a random man-
ner and the spinning of the top is not affected.  The
lower portion of the center spindle section 1 has a flange
or shoulder portion 9 so that the lower disk member will
come to rest at the bottom of the spindle. In this em-
bodiment, the center spindle 1 is also provided with a
projection 10, in the manner of a longitudinal rib or
key member, whereby the plurality of disk-shaped body
members may be keyed to the center spindle. In other
words, each of the disk-like body sections, 2 through 8,
are provided with a notch 11 at the edge of the center
hole or perforation whereby they may be slipped over
and engaged with the center spindle 1. It is not intended -
fo limit the present invention to any one method of
keying the multiple-piece body sections to a center spindle.
For example, a square or rectangular shape, or any non-
circular irregular contour of the cross-section of the cen-
ter spindle section, which is confermed to by the perfor-
ate’ portion of the body section, will provide a suitable
keying means with the various body portions of the spin--
ning top. :

1t is also a- feature of the present embodiment of the
improved multiple-piece spinning top of this invention,
to provide at least one rotatable center pin through the
center spindle section of the top, such as the pin 12. Pin
12 is provided with a top ball piece 13 and a lower point
or ball piece 14 such that the pin is retained within an
axially bored hole through the center spindle when' the
top is in use. The construction of the separate center
spindle may be as shown with one long pin 12 extending
from the top to bottom thereof, or alternatively, a rotata-
ble pin may be provided at only the top or the bottom
portion of the center spindle 50 as to provide the desired
means for picking up or initially holding the assembled
spinning top while the body portion is rotating. A dou- -
ble rotating pin arrangement may also be provided. 'In
other words, a separate top pin and a separate bottom
pin may be utilized rather than a single pin within a
single hole or sleeve extending through the entire axial
length of the center spindle section.

It is a feature of the present embodiment utilizing the
multiplicity of disk-like sections, 2 through-8, to provide
at least one notch, like those indicated by the numeral
15, around the periphery of each of the disk-like sec-
tions. The width of each notch 15 is made equivalent to
the thickness of each disk-like section, and the latter are
preferably all made of equivalent thicknesses, so that the
disk - sections may be interlocked and plaved with by a
child as a separate toy. Figure 7 of the drawing, shows
a plurality of the body members being assembled to-
gether in an interlocking manner by utilization of the
notches 15 at the edges of each of the adjoining disk
members, . )
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Referring now to Figure 2 .of the drawing, there is
shown .a portion of a modified construction .of .a center
spindle for a spinning top, the spindle section being in-
dicated by numeral 16 and ‘the center rotatable pin by
the numeral 17. In this instance, the :spindle section .16
is provided with a notch or groove 18 running through-
out ‘the length -of the center spindle section 18, whereby
a plurality of body sections may be keyed to the:spirdle
by ‘means .of a suitable protrusion or key .member ‘which
will fit into the groove 18 and conform therewithin a
slidable fit. Also in the embodiment, ithe end porticn of
the -center pin 17 is provided with an eye-like section 1%
which in turn provides a suitable ‘mieans .for ‘holding the
rotatable pin while the body of the top is spinning with
the spindle. In like ‘manner; the fower-end of the ipin .17
may ‘be .provided ‘with :an eye-like . member similar to 1%
so .that 4 -suitable point .or tip is :provided for spinning
the assembled ‘top.

Referring now to Figure 3 of the drawing, there is
shown a three-piece center spindle section for a spinning
top, comprising a hollow or tubular center section 28,
an upper section 21, and a lower flanged section 22. As
noted ‘hereiiibefore, the separate center spindle sections
may have -different contours or configurations whereby
the multiple-piece body sections may be keyed therewith;
and in this instance, the spindle section is of a substan-
tially square or rectangular shaped so that conforming
square or rectangular perforations in each of the body
sections will permit the latter ‘to be keyed to ‘the center
spindle. The end sections 21 and 22 are sized to slid-
ably fit inte the center tubular section and provide an
assembled spindle. The lower section 22 is, however,
provided with a flange or projection 23 whereby the lower
body section may ‘come to rest in assembling the top.
Also, as ‘described in connection with Figure 1 of the
drawing, a hole or sleeve is provided axially through the
center spindle and a rotatable pin member 24 is provided
to rotate freely within the upper section 21. Similarly; a
rotatable pin 25 may be provided for the lower section 22.

Referring now to Figure 4 of the drawing, there is
shown a center spindle section 1a, which may be of sub-
stantially the same design and construction as set forth in
Figure 1 of the drawing; or alternatively may be of a
different cross-section or modified design which will per-
mit keying with a plurality of body sections. A plural-
ity of concentrically positioned ring-like members or sec-
tions of cylinders, indicated ‘as 26, 27 and 28, are slida-
bly positioned over and keyed with the separate spindle
section 1a. Each of the ring sections, 26, 27 and 28 have
opposing perforate portions designed to conform with the
exterior of the separate center spindle Is and thus be
slidably removable with respect to the latter. The as-
sembled ring sections provide a drum-like shaped top
which is of unusual construction, but may be spun with
a string or by the fingers in the same manner a$ other
conventional forms of tops. It is to bé noted, that the
plurality of ring-like body sections may be assembled
in the manner shown in Figure 4 and in the Figure 5,
the latter figure providing a plan view of the assembled
top, as indicated by the line 5—35 in Figuré 4 of the
drawing.
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It is also within the scope of the present invention to

provide a keying .means between the body .sections .26,

27 and 28, or a further number of body members, so
that the latter may be assembled in a different manner
with respect to the center spindle portion la. For ex-
ample, by providing two noches 29 in the perforate por-
tions in the wall of the ring-like sections, as indicated by
notches 29, the ring members can then be placed cross-

“wise with respect to one another, as indicated in Figure 6

of the drawing. It will be noted that by utilizing a dif-
ferent notch 29 on the projection of the center spindle,
that the ring-like member 27 is at right angles with respect
to the ring-like members 26 and 28.

I claim as my invention:

1. A multiple-picce spinnifig top comprising in com-
bination, a center spindle having an elongated portion
thereof which is of uniform non-circular cross section
and a flange at one end, said spindle having an axial hole
provided therethrough @nd .a rotatable 'pin positionéd in
and extending through-said hole, at least onée rémovable
body section having an open cefter portion of -uniform
non-circular cross section and fréely sliddble ovér said
elongated spindle to key therewith and rest upon said
flange of said spindle ‘whereby the top may be assembled
and spui.

2. The spinning topiof claim 1 is ‘further characterized
in ‘that said removable body section comprises a plural-
ity -of disk shaped sections ‘of equal thickneéss .and of
varying diameter, with each individual disk section hav-
ing a -plurality of notches, -said notches being spaced -
spaced around the periphery of the disk and éach havidg
a width edual to the thickness of said disks whereby the -
disk 'sections when removed from thé spindle iy be
placed within notches and effect an interlocking friction
engagement with one another.

3. A multiple-piecé spinnifig top comprising in -¢bm=
bination, a ‘flanged ‘ceriter spindle having an elongitéd
portion which is -of uniform non-circular cross section;
with said spindle having a hollow center portion -and
separate end pieces sized to slideably engage with the
respectivé ends of the ceénter portion, each of said end
pieces having an axial hole bored therethrongh and a
rotatable pin positioned in and extending therethirough;
at least:one removable body section having an open centér
portion of uniform non-circular ‘cross section and freély
slideable over said elongated ‘spindle to key ‘therewith
and rest upon said flange of said spindle whereby ‘thé top
may be assembled and spun.
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