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This invention relates to improvements in
mop holders of the type in which a mop may
be selectively supported in position for use
or may be wrung dry after immersion in

5 water. The principal object of the invention
is to provide an improved mop holder and
wringer so constructed and arranged as to
permit the mop to be wrung dry by an easily
operated crank and to be held in useful posi-

10 tion with the mop holding parts of the device
locked against rotation relative to the mop
handle.

A preferred embodiment of the invention
is illustrated in the accompanying drawings

15 in which:

Fig 1is a face view of the improved device
showing the parts in position for wringing
the mop;

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the mop

20 twisted about itself to wring out the water;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view of the lower
end of the mop holder showing the parts in
position for use in mopping the floor;

Figs. 4 and 5 are enlarged sections on the

25 lineg 44 and 5—5 respectively of Fig. 1;and

Fig. 6 is an enlarged section on line 6—=6
of Fig, 3.

The particular embodiment shown for the
purpose of illustration comprises an elon-
gated handle 7 preferably formed of metal
of rectangular cross-section, a sleeve 8 slid-
able along the handle and having an arm 9
extending transversely thereof, a crank shaft
10 slidable and rotatable in a hub 11 provid-
ed adjacent the outer end .of the arm 9, the
lower end of the shaft 10 being bent in the
form of a loop to receive and hold a doubled
portion of the mop 13. The upper end of the
shaft 10 is bent transversely. to provide a
shoulder portion 14 and a returned lever pox-
tion 15 having a knob 16 for rotating the shaft
10 and loop 123 and a coiled spring 17 sur-
rounds the shaft between the hub 11 and
shoulder 14. Tt isthus evident that the lever
14, shaft 10 and loop 12 may be formed of a
single length of wire and fitted to the hub
11 either before or after shaping its several
portions. .

The free ends of the doubled mop are se-
50 cured at the lower end of the handle 7 by
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suitable retaining means which preferably
comprise a wire holder bent into substantially
rectangular form to provide upper and lower
cross members 18 and 19 respectively, the
upper member 18 being secured intermediate
its ends to the handle 7 as by fitting it in a
suitable opening at the end of said handle
or by other common fastening devices. The
ends of the wire holder overlap each other at
one side of the rectangle, and the opposite
side of the rectangle has a clamp 20 pivoted
thereto at 21. The free end of the clamp 20
has a hook 22 arranged to snap over the end
portion 23 of the wire holder to secure the
mop end thereon.

Any suitable fabric of appropriate length
and thickness'may be employed as a mop in
association - with my improved holder and
wringer, and the mop is preferably applied
by passing one end through the loop 12,
doubling the mop upon itself and securing
the free ends, in juxtaposition, to the wire
holder at the bottom of the handle by the

clamp 20. For example, as shown in Fig, 4"
the mop ends may be passed beneath and

around the lower cross member 19 and then
behind the upper cross member 18, and the
clamp 20 may be swung over the folded
ends and latched upon the wire end 23 by
snapping ‘its hook portion 22 transversely
over the wire. The end portion 24 of the up-
per cross member 18 is thus clamped between

_the cloth and the said end portion 23 of tlhe

lower cross member, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

Tt will be noted that the free end of the
arm 9 projects beyond the hub 11 at 25 and
that said hub is spaced from the lower edge
of said arm. Consequently the tension of
spring 17, which tends to draw the loop 12
toward the hub 11, normally holds said loop
in engagement with the face of the arm 9
and its projecting portion 25 at both sides
of the axis of the loop, as best indicated in
Fig. 8. It 1s accordingly evident that the
loop 12 is normally restrained from rotation
relative to the handle 7 by said engagement.
This feature is most important when the
sleeve 7 and its arm 9 are moved downward-
ly toward . the lower end of the handle to
carry the mop to useful position (Fig. 8),
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for the accidental twisting of the loop would
interfere with proper operation of the mop.

When it is desired to wring out the mop
after immersing it in water, the sleeve 7
and arm 9 are moved upwardly of the shaft
7 by hand, and the lever 15 of the crank
shatt 10 is rotated to twist the loop 12 and
the upper end of the mop. The spring 17
will yield during this operation, so that it is
unnecessary to move the sleeve 7 along the
shaft as the mop is twisted. Before com-
mencing to wring the mop, it is, of course,
necessary to depress the shaft 10 in order to
release the loop 12 from its locking engage-
ment with arm 9, as shown in Fig. 1.

It is thus apparent that I have devised a
mop holder and wringer which may be eco-
nomically constructed from relatively inex-
pensive materials, yet which securely holds
the mop in proper position for use in mep-
ping the floor or for wringing out its mois-
ture content. The device is easy to operate
and the mop may be readily attached to or
removed from the upper and lower holders
of the device. It is obvious that the details
of construction herein described may be va-
ried to suit particular purposes without de-
parting from the spirit of this invention as
defined in the following claim.

I claim:

A mop holder and wringer comprising an
elongate handle, means at the lower end of
the handle for holding one end of a mop,
a sleeve slidable along the handle and hav-
ing an arm extending transversely thereof,
a hub on said arm, a crank shaft rotatable
and longitudinally slidable in said hub, the
lower end of the shaft having a transverse
loop for holding the opposite end of the mop
and the other end being bent to form a trans-
verse shoulder and operating lever, and a
coiled spring surrounding the shaft between
said hub and said shoulder and tending to
hold said loop adjacent said arm, the hub
being spaced from the lower edge of the
arm so that the loop normally engages the
arm and is thereby prevented from rotation
when the mop is in use.

Signed by me at Boston, Massachusetts,
this 22nd day of April, 1930.

ANTONY COLANGELO.



