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This invention relates to a new and novel lamp shade,
or the like, and the method of manufacture.

The method of the invention provides various advan-
tages over conventional methods of making lamp shades,
for example: the ease and simplicity of fitting the shade
portion to the frame; no need for pre-cutting or forming
panels, or for making a seam in the surface of the shade
covering; the possibility of producing lamp shades having
unique and unusual shapes; low cost factor.

Briefly, the inventive concept involves placing a tube,
or sleeve of shrinkable polymer film over a metal frame-
work, and heat shrinking the tube on the framework.
Decorative objects other than lamp shades may be fash-
joned by application of the principles of the invention.

The main object of this invention is to provide a new
and novel lamp shade, and a method of manufacturing
such an item.

A more specific object is to provide a lamp shade where-
in the shade portion may be easily and simply fit to the
frame.

Another object is to provide a lamp shade wherein there
is no need for pre-cutting or forming panels, or for making
a seam in the surface of the shade covering.

Still another object is to provide a method for producing
lamp shades, and other items, having unique and unusual
shapes.

A further object is to provide a lamp shade of low cost
manufacture.

These and further objects and features of the invention
will become more apparent from the following descrip-
tion and accompanying drawing wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective-like view of a lamp shade, em-
bodying the principles of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1, but showing various
parts in pre-assembled position;

FIG. 3 is a section view generally as seen along line
3—3in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an exterior view of a modified form of lamp
shade made in accordance with the principles of the in-
vention; and

FIG. 5 is an end view of the same.

Referring now to the drawing, numeral 19 identifies a
lamp assembly which includes a shade 12, formed in ac-
cordance with the principles of the invention, and a fluo-
rescent tube 14 supported axially within the shade.

The shade 12 includes a framework 16 made of metal
rod, or wire, which are welded, or soldered in desired
shape, and a cover 18, which is formed of a tube, or
sleeve of shrinkable polymer film. The cover 18, which
is shrunk over the frame by application of heat, is formed
of material having good shrink tension and no tendency
to relax after being shrunk on the frame. Materials use-
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ful for such purpose are oriented polymers such as poly-
ethylene and polyvinyl chloride and copolymers of ethyl-
ene-ethyl acrylate, ethylene-vinyl acetate, styrene-acry-
lonitrile and vinyl chloride-vinylidine chloride. The ma-
terial may be either transparent or translucent.

The framework 16 may have various shapes, and be
of different length, the one shown in FIG. 1 having a pair
of vertically extending rods 28 to which are secured rings
22 in spaced relation, as well as a plurality of rings 24
having radially arranged rods 26. It will be noted that
the various elements of the framework are generally sym-
metrically disposed about the axis of the framework.
This is desirable, if a goed shrink fit of the cover 18 is to
be obtained. Means (not shown) are provided at each
end of the shade whereby the fluorescent tube may be
affixed thereto. The shade 12, is suitable for use prefer-
ably in a vertical position, wherein a relatively high in-
tensity light source is desired, as in the corner of a room.

A modified type of lamp shade, 28 is illustrated in
FIGS. 4 and 5, said lamp shade being of the so-called
Japanese lantern type. A framework 38, having curved
rods 32 extending between rings 34 is provided for recep-
tion of a cover 36 made of heat shrinkable plastic film,
as in the case of cover 18. The lamp shade 28 is arranged
for hanging on a low wattage filament bulb (not shown).

From the foregoing, it will be seen that either of the

two embodiments disclosed will satisfy the objectives of
the invention as set forth hereinbefore.
- 'The foregoing description has been given in detail with-
out thought of limitation since the inventive principles
involved are capable of assuming other forms without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention or the scope of
the following claims.

What is claimed is: .

1. A shade for a lamp comprising a shade framework
having spaced ring members and a plurality of support
members extending therebetween, means on said frame-
work for attaching the framework to said lamp, and a
tight-fitting seamless cover substantially the same diam-
eter as the outside diameter of said framework shrunk
onto said framework and fixedly attached thereto, said
cover comprising a seamless tube of shrunken polymer
film.

2. The shade of claim 1 wherein said polymer film com-
prises a member of the group consisting of copolymers of -
ethyl acrylate, acrylonitrile, vinyl chloride, and polyvinyl
chloride.
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