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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK W. WATKINS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Bedford, in the county of Bristol and State of
Massachusetts,have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Devices for Stretch-
ing the Legs of Trousers, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The object of my invention, is to provide a
device, by means of which, the effects of the
stretching of the cloth of the trousers over
the knee, is counteracted; a crease, formed
in the front and back of the trousers, and
their shape preserved. '

To this end my invention consists in the
deviee illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings in which

Figure 1 is a plan view of my invention.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of a pair of trousers,
showing in dotted lines, my stretching device
inserted in the legs thereof. Tig. 3 is a plan
view of my invention, showing the two halves
Fig.4 isan en-
larged view of two of the adjacent ends of
oneof the curved sides, showing their con-
struction, and the manner in which they are
interlocked; and Fig. 5 is an edge view of
the same, showing them interlocked.

Similar letters refer to similar parts in the
several views.

a, a,are two curved bars, arranged, paral-
lel to each other, and having their ends con-
nected by the springsec,c. The bars a, a, are
divided centrally of their length, and their
adjacent ends are provided with the open
ended slots 7, and the headed studs Z%.

b,is a spring, connecting the side bars «, @,
intermediate between their ends.

d, d, d, d, are hooks attached to one of the
side bars a,and adapted to hook intothe eyes
h, Ry h, h, with which the opposite side bar, is
provided. ‘

The operation of the deviee is as follows.
The side bars a, a, being adjusted together
as shown in Fig. 1, and compressed and held
in a retracted position by the hooks d, as

shown in Fig, 2, the deviee is inserted in the
leg of the trousers, with the convex curve, to-
ward the rear, and the coneave curvetoward
the front. The hooks d, which hold the side
bars @, o, in a retracted position, are then re-
leased from the eyes i, when the springse, ¢,
and b, cause the side bars a, a, to press with
considerable force tostretch the trousers leg
laterally. The trousersleg is then stretched
longitudinally by hand, and isheld in position
by the spurs g. The bars a, a, eurving to
the rear, counteract the effects of the stretch
of the cloth.over the knee; and the outer edge
of the bars a, a, make the fashionable crease
in the front and back of the trousers. When
the trousers aresufficiently stretched, or when
it is desired to remove the device from them,
the side bars a, ¢, are pressed-together suffi-
ciently to insert the hooks d, in the eyes h,
and the device can then be removed without
trouble. The hooks d, are preferably made
of spring wire, and rigidly secured so that
they will always stand in the proper position
to engage with the eyes 7. 'When made in
this manner, they can easily be operated, with-
out inserting the hand in the trousers leg.

It will be understood that it is designed to
have one of these devices for each trousers
leg. When the device is separated in the
center, and the sidescontracted by the hooks
d,as shown in Fig. 3,1t is in handy and port-
able shape to pack in a hand-bag.

I claim—

A device forstretching the legs of trousers,
both laterally and longitudinally, coénsisting
of the two curved parallel bars a, a, divided
centrally and having their meeting ends pro-
vided with the slots /, and headed studs %,
and their outer ends provided with the
springsc, and spurs g, theintermediate spring
b, the contracting hooks d and eyes h, all as
shown and described.

FRANK W. WATKINS.

‘Witnesses:

James C, HitcH,
HENRY W. MASON.
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