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proved clasp. Fig. 2 is a substantially cen 

O 

15 

many other uses. . . . 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ERICK J. SWEDLUND, OF WILLISTON, NORTH DAKOTA. 

CASP. 

1,169,693. 

To all whom it may concern: , 
Be it known that I, ERICK J. Swedlu ND, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Wil 
liston, in the county of Williams and State 
of North Dakota, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Clasps, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to certain new, and 

useful improvements in clasps or couplings, 
well suited for neck-chains or other articles 
of jewelry, but not necessarily confined to 
the jewelry trade alone as it is capable of 

It has for its objects among others to pro 
vide a simple and neat appearing clasp, 
composed of few parts, those readily assem 

'bled, positive in their action and constitut 

20. 
to will not become twisted. It is easily oper 
ated, capable of manufacture at small cost. by 
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ing a clasp which cannot be unfastened by 
accident and which will in itself constitute a 
perfect swivel so that a chain attached there 

suitable dies from tubing of different 
metals or materials, or may be cast or turned 
or otherwise formed as may be found most expedient. 6ther objects and advantages of the in 
vention will hereinafter appear and the 

30 
novel features, thereof will be particularly 
pointed out in the appended claims. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in the accompanying drawings, which with the 
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attachment of one end of a chain or other O 1 ber, all that is necessary to do is to push the 50 

numerals of reference marked thereon, form 
a part of this specification, and in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my im 
tral longitudinal section through the same. 
Fig. 3 is an elevation of the inside sleeve. 
Fig. 4 is an end view of Fig. 3, looking in 
the direction of the arrow. . . . 

Like numerals of reference indicate like 
parts throughout the different views. 
In constructing my improved clasp or 

coupling, I employ an outside shell 1 which 
may be of any suitable material and eons 
tour, and struck up be dies or given the req 
uisite form by any suitable means. It is 
shown as provided with an eye 2 for the 
ligament, according to the use to which it 

- is to be put. This outer shell has a closed 
end 3 and an open end 4, the bore or passage 
5 leading from the open end extending for 

55 
substantially one-half of the length, or a lit 
tle more, of the shell, as seen in Fig. 2 where. 
it is enlarged, as seen at 6, the resultant ta- - 

specification of Letters Patent, Patented Jan. 25, 1916. 
Application filed May 25, 1915. Serial No. 30,346. 

pered Wall forming a shoulder 7, as seen 
clearly in Fig. 2. 
8 is the inner sleeve formed preferably 

from a single piece of sheet material 
stamped or otherwise, given the requisite 
form, having longitudinal slits 9 extending 
for the greater portion of its length and 
the material at one end being doubled upon 
itself, as seen in Fig. 2, to form an annular 
enlargement 10 which is substantially of the 
Same CrOSS area as that of the shell 1. This 
end mayor may not have a concavity 11 to 
receive thé adjacent portion of the eye or 
ring 12 on the locking member 13. The 
9pposite end of the sleeve is turned upon 
itself or otherwise constructed to form the 
annular bead 14 which is severed by the slots 
9 hereto referred to. 
The locking member 13 has at its inner 

end a head 15 adjacent which is an an 
nular groove 16, seen clearly in Fig. 2. The 
inside wall of the shell is smaller at the open 
end and larger inside to accommodate the 
larger end or bead on the sleeve. The 
sleeve is made of such size as to practically 
just fit the opening in the shell, but by 

into the shell by a little pressure, owing to 
the yielding.nature of the sleeve and when 
in position, within the outer shell it is free 
to slide a limited distance in or out. When 
the locking member 13 is inserted in the 
sleeve, it will carry the sleeve inward as far 
as it can go and Spring it enough to allow 
the bead or flange 14 on the sleeve to rest in 
the groove of the locking member and as the . . 
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reason of its being slit in a multiplicity of places, as shown, it can be readily pushed 
85 

locking member is pulled outward the 
sleeve will be carried along with it until the 
bead or, flange 14. on the inner end of the 

9. 5 

sleeve' comes in contact with the beveled 
wall of the shell and finally against the 
shoulder 7 and cannot be pulled out. The 
harder the pull on the locking member; the 
harder it will grip. In Fig. 2 the parts are 
shown as distended, with the bead or flange 
of the sleeve engaging the shoulder on the 
inner wall of the shell. To unclasp or remove the locking mem 
sleeve and locking member into the shell so 
that the shoulder 17 of the sleeve comes in 
contact with the adjacent end wall 18 of the 
outer shell, and then hold the sleeve and 
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shell tightly together and pull the locking. 
member out. This is the only manner in 
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which the locking member can be removed. 
It will be understood that when the inner 
sleeve is pushed in as just described, its 
inner end and its flange or bead 14 are 
forced beyond the tapered wall of the sleeye 
and into the enlarged space 19, as seen in 
Fig. 2, where the slitted portion of the 
sleeve is free to expand and allow the lock 
ing member to be readily withdrawn. It 
will be evident that the inner sleeve and 
the locking member are free to rotate within 
the outer shell, thus constituting a swivel, 
so that a chain attached thereto cannot be come twisted. u 

Modifications in details may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit of the 
invention or sacrificing any of its advan 
tages. . . . . . 

What is claimed as new is:- 
1. In a clasp of the character described, an outer shell having a longitudinal opening 

with tapered wall and an annular enlarge 
ment with resultant shoulder, a sleeve slid 
able in said shell and having a resilient bead 
at its inner end received in said annular en 
largement and engageable with said shoul 
der and a locking member slidable within 
the sleeve and removable therefrom and 
having at its inner end a head and an an 
nular groove adjacent thereto, said sleeve 
and locking member being swiveled within the shell: . 

2. In a clasp of the character described, an outer shell having a longitudinal opening 

with tapered wall and annular enlargement 35 
with resultant shoulder, a sleeve slidable in said shell and having a resilient bead at its 
inner end received in said annular enlarge 
ment and engageable with said shoulder and 
a locking member slidable within the sleeve 
and removable therefrom and having at its 
inner end a head and an annular groove ad 
jacent thereto, said sleeve and locking mem 
ber being swiveled within the shell and the sleeve provided with longitudinal slits. 
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3. In a clasp of the character described, an outer shell having a longitudinal opening 

with tapered wall and an annular enlarge 
ment with resultant shoulder, a sleeve slid 
able in said shell and having a resilient bead 
at its inner end received in said annular en largement and engageable with said shoul 
der and a locking member slidable within 
the sleeve and removable therefrom and 
having at its inner end a head and an an 
nular groove adjacent thereto, said sleeve 
and locking member being swiveled within 
the shell and the sleeve provided with lon. 
gitudinal slits, and a flange upon its outer 
end engageable with the adjacent end of the sleeve. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ERICK J. SWEDLUND. 
Witnesses: 

G. B. EvERSoN, 
L. WINGATE. 
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