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To all whom 7t may concern. |

Be it known that I, Jonux H. Vintox, a |
citizen of the United States, residing at |
Jamaica Plain, county of Suffolk, State of |
Massachlisetts, have invented an Improve- |
ment in Wrenches, of which the following '
description, in connection with the accom-
panying drawing, is a specification, like
characters on the drawing representing like
parts. ' :

This invention relates to wrenches, and
particularly to that type of wrench where
a movable jaw member is adjusted upon the
handle or main member by or through the
operation of a-nut. In many wrenches of
this type the nut projects beyond the sides
of the wrench body so as to provide a pro-
jection which can be readily grasped when

wrench. Hence, if the wrench is laid upon
a bench or other surface the periphery of
the nut engages the surface and if the
wrench is moved accidentally or otherwise
over the surface the friction of the nut there-
on is very likely to turn the nut and thus
destroy the adjustment. of the wrench.

The object of this invention is to pro-
vide means for preventing the nut from |
becoming accidentally turned when the
wrench is Taid down upon, or moved over,
the surface on which it rests.

The object of the invention is accom-
plished by providing one, and preferably
two, non-rotatable washer-like guards pro-
jecting beyond the periphery of the nut and
adjacent the side thereof, which prevents
the nut from contacting with the surface
upon which it may be laid.

The invention 1s capable of empl. viment
in any wrench wherein the movable jaw is
operated by a nut projecting heyond the
faces of the body portion of the wrench,
but in order to illustrate the principle of
the invention it is here shown as embodied
in a well known type of pipe wrench.

In the drawings Figure 1 is a side view
0* a pipe wrench having the said invention
embodied therein. TFig. 2 is a cross section
taken on the line —a of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is
a cross section taken on the line y—vy of Fig.
1. Tig. 4 is a plan view of one of the
washer-like guards. .

The wrench herein shown for the pur-
pose of illustrating the invention comprises

a handle member 1 provided with afixed jaw

2, a housing 8 and a jaw member 4. The
movabl., jaw member 4 is provided with =
flattened shank 5, threaded as shown at 6 on
its curved edges. The housing 3, as‘may be
seen from the cross sectional views in Figs.

2 and- 3, is flattened at-its sides and serves -

as a guide for the shank 5 of the movable
jaw member 4 as it is moved longitudinally
of the handle portion to adjust the serrated

faces 7 and 8 of the jaws. The housing is

slotted transversely, and in this slot is
mounted the usual nut 9 having threaded
engagement with the shank 5 of the mov-
able jaw, so that by turning the nut the
movable jaw is adjusted longitudinally.

This nut projects well beyend' the. sides of

the housing, and hence if the wrench be

laid upon or brought in contact with a-

bench or other surface, the nut.is liable to
be turned by frictional contact -therewith,
destroying the adjustment of the wrench.
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One of the nut guards 10 of this inven-

tion is shown in plan in Fig.’4. In the pre-

terred form two of these nut guards are

employed, one at each side of the nut'9, and

each 1s of considerably greater diameter:

than the nut, and is so mounted as to be
non-rotatable.
tion shown the non-rotatable feature is se-
cured by forming the guard with a rectan-

| gular aperture 11 corvesponding in general

to the shape of the shank 5 of the movable
jaw member. The nut guard is also slabbed
off at 12 so that it may be slid into the hous-

ing from either side. In assembled position

the nut guards are located one at each side

of the nut, and fit over the shank of the’

jaw member. The peripherfes of the nut
guards project well beyond “the periphery
of the nut, and thus when the wrench is
laid npon a bench or other surface the nut
guard periphery holds the nut away from
the surface and prevents it being turned

‘thereby.

The invention having been described, what
is claimed as new and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, is:

1. A wrench comprising a handle member
provided with a jaw and a housing, a moy-
able jaw member baving a threaded shank
sliding longitudinally .in said housing, a

nnt in threaded engagement with said shank

and held from longitudinal movement on
sald handle member by, and projecting from
the sides of, saia housing, a non-rotatable

In the preferred construe- -
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washer-like guard projecting beyond the pe-
riphery of the nut and adjacent the side
thereof whereby when the wrench is laid
upon or brought in contact with a bench or
other surface the guard prevents the nut
from being turned thereby.

2. A wrench comprising a handle member
provided with a jaw and a transversely aper-
tured housing, a movable jaw member hav-
ing a flattened threaded shank sliding longi-
tudinally in said housing, a nut mounted in
the aperture in said housing and projecting
at the sides thereof and in threaded engage-
ment with said shank, a washer-like guard
apertured to fit the said shank and project-
ing beyond the periphery of the nut and
mounted on the said shank adjacent the side

of said nut within the aperture of said hous- |

ing, whereby when the wrench is laid upon
or brought in contact with a bench or other
surface the guard prevents the nut from be-
ing turned thereby. '

3. A wrench comprising a handle member

“provided with a jaw and a housing, a mov-

able jaw member having a threaded shank
sliding longitudinally in said housing, a nut
in threaded engagement with said shank and
held from longitudinal movement on said
handle member by, and projecting from the

side of, said housing, a pair of non-rotatable .

washer - like guards projecting beyond the
periphery of the nut and located adjacent
the sides thereof, whereby when the wrench
is laid upon or brought in contact with a
bench or other surface the guard prevents
the nut from being trrned thereby.

4. A wrench comprising a handle member
provided with a jaw and a transversely aper-
tured housing, a movable jaw member hav-
ing a flattened threaded shank sliding longi-

~ tudinally in said housing, a nut mounted in

45

the aperture of said housing and projecting
at the sides thereof and in threaded engage-
ment with said shank, a pair of washer-like
guards apertured to fit the said shank and
projecting beyond the periphery of the nut,

1,012,087

each pair apertured adjacent the sides there-
of within the aperture of said housing,
whereby when the wrench is laid upon or
brought in contact with a bench or other
surface the guard prevents the nut from be-
ing turned thereby.

5. A wrench comprising a handle member
provided with a jaw and a transversely aper-
tured housing, a movable jaw member hav-
ing a threaded shank sliding longitudinally
in said housing, a nut in threaded engage-
ment with said shank and located in the
aperture of said housing and projecting be-
yond the sides thereof, a pair of washer-like
guards mounted upon the threaded shank
within the aperture of the housing, one at
each side of and adjacent to the nut and
projecting beyond the periphery of the nut,
and means for preventing the rotation of
said washers with respect to the shank,
whereby when the wrench is laid ‘upon or
brought in contact with a bench or other sur-
face the guard prevents the nut from being
turned thereby.

6. A wrench comprising & handle member
provided with a jaw and a housing, a mov-
able jaw member guided by and movable
longitudinally with relation to said housing,
means to effect adjustment of said movable
jaw member, said means including a manu-
ally-rotatable member held from axial move-
ment on the handle member and projecting
beyond the sides of the housing, and a non-
rotatable washer-like guard projecting be-
yond the periphery of and adjacent said
manually-rotatable member, to prevent acci-
dental rotation of said member by contact
with a bench or other surface.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

JOHN H. VINTON.
Witnesses:

Joux C. Epwarps,
TraoMaS J. DRUMMOND.
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