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8.Claims.

The present invention relates.to -a-hosiery sup-
port or garter of a type which is adapted to en-
circle the thigh. portion of the leg above the knee.
The invention .permits. the ‘wearing :of hose-at
full length without the aid of extension supports
from foundation .garments or garter belts.

A principal .object of . the: invention.is. to pro=
vide such a hosiery .support .of particular useful-
ness in properly supporting ladies’ full-fashioned,
full-length hosiery; in:such manner-that the:hose
are maintained:on the-leg in smooth and-even
condition, with the:full-fashioned seam main-
tained in proper-central position along the back
of the leg -at all times.

The present invention eliminates the necessity
for a garter belt-or the: like: worn.around- the
waist and having the hosiery supports depending
therefrom. It is.well . known. that in the use of
such belts for Supporting. hosiery, various uneven
tensions are applied .to. the upper. edges . of .the
hosiery when the belt or depending.; supporters
shift due to various movements of the wearer.
Such extended hose supporting. members are ob-
Jectionable - especially when used with,- full-
fashioned hosiery, for the supporting members
hang freely-and without any control of stability

at or near the point where the clasp . engages.

the hose, allowing the fashion seam to.creep out
of "position; thus ‘distorting the true contour or
lines of the leg. It ‘is ‘well known that full length
hesiery cannot be maintained. in a smart and
neat condition when supported in- the general
manner referred to ahove.

Another important object of ‘the invention is.

to. provide a garter or hosiery -support of the
thigh encireling type having means in the. form
of’ clasps -for - supporting - the - hose- or .stockings
within the width of the band: itself, whereby any
tension applied to the supporting clasps by move-
ment of the leg wilk beevenly-absorbed; the upper

portionof the stocking always being maintained
in am evem and neat condition: Witk ‘respect to-

this -chjective;: the hose. are: supparted by clasps

which are attached to theupperedge of the band-

‘or- garter, the .clasps: being: disposed within the
width. of ithe:band or garter and: haying means
to/grip:the hose: above the-lower- edge of the band.
I.am: aware:-of: the:existence: of thigh-engaging

garter bands: having: a plurality - of supporting

elements which- depend ' therefrom: and: connect
with: the -upper: edge- of | the: stocking: at- points
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band. In such prior devices; it is usually the cus-
tom: to :suspend the supporting -clasps. from the
lower edge of the band: In:general, these-devices
are subject to the same disadvantages as the gar-
ter belt worn around the waist, although perhaps

‘to.a:lesser degree, for uneven tensions are exerted

on: the supporting clasps which; during the.course
of a short time, cause the. stocking- to become
wrinkled and the.back.seam -to. become fwisted
from its proper position.

Another. object of the invention is to:provide
a: thigh-encircling garter bsnd made of ‘rubbei
or the like which changes in .diameter throughs
out. its ‘width so.that:it ' may evenly fit-the.shape
of:the leg -and be. maintained in frictional en-
gagement therewith throughout the entire sur-
face of the band.. The garter band of the. present
invention frictionally engages the 1imb of tha
wearer with skin surface-tension.

Various other objects-and advantages of the
invention will become: apparert as the descrip=
tion progresses.

Iw the drawings whieh are illustrative of a
form whieh the invention may take, and which.
are -not intended. to restrict.the invention -other
than as defined in the appended claims,

Figure s a view of a blank.of rubber or the
like cut-in ‘preparation for the manufacture of a:
garter of my invention,

Figure 2 is' a view of the blank of Figure 1
after it has been -formed into a band and after
the. hose-supporting elements have been attached
to.the band,

Figure 3 is a central substantially vertical sec~
tional view through .the band at a point where
the hose attaching devices are. positioned, show-
Ing the manner in which they.are mounted on
the -band,

Figure 4 is an enlarged view of a. portion -of
the band,. showing the manner in which the. at-
taching mechanisms grip.the. welt of the. stock-
ing, and

Figures 5 and. 6 are views respectively toward:
the .front and back. of the.leg,. showing. one po-
sition in which the. garter ‘band. may be worn
and one manner in which. the supporting devices.
may be disposed to engage the hose. These views
show the garter at a relatively high position on
the.leg, when worn. with hase of extreme length,.
it being evident. that garters having. depending.

. supports could not be-used: with. such hoese with-

shaced:some distance helow-the Tower edge of the

out positioning. the garter almost at the crotch.
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It will be understood that the garter of the present
invention wiil usually be worn at positions closer
to the knee than is illusirated in Figures 5 and 6,
when used with hose of customary lengtli.
Referring to Figure 1, a blank (0 of rubker, pure
latex rubber, synthetic rubber or the like is cut
in the form shown having a lower edge {2 and
an upper edge 14 of substantially the same curva-
ture, the radius of curvature of the ubper edge
being greater than that of the lower edge, to a
degree corresponding with the width of the band.
The end edges 15 and {8 of the blank may be
later slightly overlapped and bonded in any well
known manner to form a one-piece, substantially-
circular garter band of the form shown in Fig-
ure 2, the form being such that the upper edge 14
encircles the upper or thicker portion of the thigh
whereas the lower edge i2 will encircle the smaller
portion of the thigh in order that the band may
evenly accommodate itself to the shape of the
wearer’s les. The band thus formed fits the
tapered form of the limbp under equalized tension.
At spaced points along the blank, additional
thin reinforcing strips 28 of rubber or the like
are bonded to the outer surface of the blank in
any well known manner, these strips being posi-
tioned in a substantially radial direction with
respect to the lines of curvature which define the
upper and lower edges 14 and 12 of the blank.
The strips 29, while thin, are of sufficient body
to form a firm anchorage for clasp buttons to be
later described, and to keep the thin garter band
from wrinkling when being worn. In order to
secure the well known types of clasp members
for supporting the hosiery, the rubber strips 20
are provided with integral tabs 22 which may be
of slightly lesser width than the strips 28, and
which extend beyond the upper edge 14 of the
blank 8. In order to illustrate the manner of
attachment of the supporting members, which are
designated as 24, one of the tabs 22 is shown in
Figure 4 in position prior to securing its clasp,
although it will be understood that when a stock-
ing is attached this tab would have been bent

down and secured as by bonding to the outer face ~

of its strip 20. The securing portion or link 2§
of the clasp is positioned on the outer face of the
strip 20 adjacent the upper edge {4 of the blank,
and the extending tab 22 is then bent outwardly
and downwardly over the link 2§ and through its
opening and is bonded to the outer face of the
strip 20 in any well-known manner, so that the
clasp is firmly but pivotally secured to the blank
adjacent the upper edge thereof.

The clasp 24 may be of any well-known con-
struction, having a lower restricted throat portion
30 which is adapted to be slipped over a clasp
button 32 secured to or formed, as by molding,
as an integral part of the lower outer end face
of each of the rubber strips 20.

_ As shown in Figure 4, the garfer band 10 is
slipped over the leg to the proper point on the
thigh in accordance with the length of the hose,
and then the upper edge or welt of the hose is
pulled up over the outer surface of the band until
it is just below the upper edge 14 of said band.
At this time, the button 32 is flexed upwardly and
then pushed down into the throat 30 of the clasp
with a gathering of the hose between the enlarged
end of the button and the reduced portion of the
throat 38 as is common practice, the hose being
secured around the garter in the general position
and condition illustrated in Figure 4.

While the strips 20 and the hose clasp elements

15

20

30

40

£
it

[
18

60

70

4

may be arranged on the band 19 in any well known
manner, a preferred arrangement is indicated in
Figure 2 where four strips are shown suitably
spaced substantially throughout a half of the cir-
cle formed by the band. Referring to Figure 5,
showing the front of the leg, there is a clasp 24
stbstantially at opposite sides of the leg, and the
two clasps are disposed equally spaced through-
out the front semicirele of the band. However,
it will be understcod that said clasps may be
otherwise arranged or spaced, particularly to pro-
vide some support at the back of the leg if this
is deemed advisable.

With the construction and arrangement shown,
it is found that any tension applied tc the garter
and supporting clasps are evenly distributed, and
it is found that the seam S (Figure 6) extending
up the back of the leg are mainfained in even
and neat position. By reason of the fact that the
top welt of the hose is positioned around the band
and supporied from adjacent the top thereof, a
firm and flexible attachment is secured, which
attachment is characterized by the absence of
uneven stresses when the garter is being worn,
the hose being maintained in a smooth and neat
condition. In connection with the above advan-
tages, it will be noted that the clasps 24 and the
buttons 32 grip the hose within the confines of
the band {6, so that there is no medium depend-
ing from the band itself which is capable of being
pulled or shifted during movements of the leg
to thereby cause wrinkling or twisting of the hose.

While I have shown the band 8 positioned rela-
tively high on the leg in Figures 5 and 6, as would
be the case when used with hose of maximum
length, it will be understood that the garter will
accommodate itself for wear at a point on the
thigh somewhat closer to the knee. The absence
of depending members to be secured to the stock-
ing results in a device of reduced over-all width,
so that the garter may be worn closer to the knee
than in the case of prior art devices mentioned
above in this specification, which comprise a belt
with clasping elements hanging or depending
therefrom. THhus, a garter of the present inven-
tion can be adjusted with more modesty than is
possible with prior art devices.

It will be apparent that I have provided a garter
which is useful and practical in retaining hose at
full length position with substantially equalized
and minimum tension on the hose fabrie, whereby
the hose are maintained in smooth and neat con-
dition with the seam retained against creeping
from proper position.

It will also be apparent that when pure latex
or synthetic rubber is used in making the garter
band, the adhering quality of the rubber friction-
ally engages the bare leg with skin surface fen-
sion, thus preventing the garter from slipping
downwardly or circumferentially on the leg.

Iclaim: .

1. A garter for supporting hose at full length
from the thigh, comprising a band of rubber or
the like having an inner surface which widens
toward the upper edge of the band when the band
is relaxed in-order to assume the tapered form
of the leg when worn and to grip the same by
uniform skin surface tension, said band having
a plurality of -clasps pivoted thereto adjacent its
upper edge and. a plurality of cooperating but-
tons similarly spaced and located on the outer
face of said band adjacent the lower edge thereof,
said band being adapted to.receive the welt of

75 the hose thereover -when worn on the-thigh with
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the top edge.of the, hose; just below-the top edge
of the band and beneath said clasps and with said
welt covering said buttons; said clasps and but~
tons being positioned and arranged to secure the
welt of the hose at spaced: points- directly to and
within: the confines of the top and bottom edges
of said band, wheneby to. maintain the hose in
neat and even condition and avoid creeping of
the hose seam.

2. A construction in accordance with claim 1
wherein said buttons and clasps are carried on
reinforcing strips bonded onto the outer face of
'said band.

3. A garter for supporting hose at full length
from the thigh, comprising a band of flexible ma-
terial formed to fit and grip the thigh, said band
being adapted to receive the upper end of the
hose over the band when being worn, a pair of
Cooperating hose-securing members on the outer
face of said band and independently secured to
the flexible materia] thereof in spaced relation,
both securing points being within the width of
said band, said securing members being adapted
to engage one another to grip the upper edge of

the hose, said securing members being adapted o

to be displaced toward and into engagement with
one another by flexing the materia] of said band,
the engaging portion of the lower securing mem-
ber being positioned above the lower edge of said
band.

4. A garter for supporting hose at full length
from the thigh, comprising a band of flexible
material formed to fit and grip the thigh, and a
plurality of spaced clasps of rigid material se-
cured to said band adjacent the upper end there-~
of, said clasps having lower button-engaging ends
which lie adjacent to the lower end of said band
but within its confines, and cooperating clasp en-
gaging buttons secured to the flexible material of
said band adjacent the lower end thereof, where-
by they may be displaced toward and into en-
gagement with their respective clasps by flexing
the material of said band, said band being there-
by rendered rigid in vertical lines through said
clasps when the clasps and buttons are engaged
to thus cause the full width of said band to ab-
sorb stresses from the hose.

5. A garter for supporting hose at full length
from the thigh, comprising a band of flexible ma-

terial formed to fit and grip the thigh, and a ¢

vlurality of spaced clasps of rigid material se-
cured to said band adjacent the upper end there-
of, said clasps having lower button-engaging ends
which lie adjacent to the lower end of said band
but within its confines, and cooperating clasp en-
gaging buttons secured to the flexible material of
said band adjacent the lower end thereof, where-
by they may be displaced toward and into en-
gagement with their respective clasps by flexing
the material of said band, said band being there-
by rendered rigid in vertical lines through said
clasps when the clasps and buttons are engaged
to thus cause the full width of said band to ab-
sorb stresses from the hose, said band having an
Inner surface which widens toward the upper edge
of the band when the band is relaxed in order
to assume the tapered form of the leg when worn
and to grip the same by uniform skin surface
tension.

6. A garter for supporting hose at full length
from the thigh, comprising a band of rubber or
the like adapted to encircle the leg under tension
and having upper and lower edges cut on ares
having substantially the same center but of radii
differing by the width of the band in order that
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- thereover

the band may: assume the. tapered, form of the

lee when; worn, said band having spaced tab of
Xubber or the like honded thereto and extending
throughqut: the width of the band to form verti-
cal strengthened areas on the. band, said tabs
being: ‘provided with: means to secure a clasp
thereto and having a cooperating button secured
thereto in spaged relation to said clasp, said band
being adapted to. receive the, welt of the hose
when worn on the thigh with the top.
edge of the hose just below the top edge of the
band and beneath said clasps and with said welt
covering said buttons, said clasps and the buttons
being positioned and arranged to secure the weli
of the hose at spaced points directly to and within
the confines of the top and bottom edges of said
band, said buttons being engaged with said clasps
by flexing the material of said band and said
tabs, said clasps and buttons being retained in
broper relation securing the welt of the hose by
the tension of said band when in position on the
leg.

7. A garter for supporting hose at full length
from the thigh, comprising a relatively narrow
band of rubber or the like which tapers from a
lesser to a greater diameter as the top edge of
the band is approached and when the band is in
relaxed condition when not being worn, said
band being uncovered in order to grip the bare
thigh with skin surface tension and being capable
of circumferential stretching to assume the ta-
pered form of the thigh when worn at any de-
sired elevation thereon, a plurality of rigid clasps
secured fo said band adjacent the upper edge
thereof and g plurality of corresponding verti-
cally aligned clasp engaging buttons independ-
ently secured to the rubber of said band adja-
cent the lower edge thereof whereby said buttons
may be displaced toward and into engagement
Wwith their respective clasps by flexing the rub-
ber of said band, said band being adapted to re-
ceive the welt of the hoge thereover when worn
on the thigh with the top edge of the hose adja-
cent the top edge of said band and beneath said
clasps with said welt covering said buttons, said
clasps and buttons being retained in proper rela-
tion securing the welt of the hose by the tension
of said band when it is worn on the thigh, said
band being rendered rigid in vertical lines
through said clasps when the latter are engaged
with said buttons.

8. A garter for supporting hose at full length
from the thigh, comprising g relatively narrow
band of rubber or the like which is capable of
circumferential expansion ang is formed to fit
and grip the tapered thigh at any desired eleva-
tion thereon, a plurality of rigid clasps of length
substantially equal to the width of said band and
secured to said band adjacent the upper edge
thereof, and a plurality of corresponding verti-
cally aligned clasp engaging buttons independ-
ently secured to the rubber of said band adjacent
the lower edge thereof, said band being adapted
to receive the welt of the hose fthereover when
worn on the thigh with the top edge of the hose
positioned adjacent the top edge of said band be-
neath said clasps with said welt covering said
buttons, said band in vertical lines between the
independent securing boints of corresponding
clasps and buttons remaining flexible prior to
their engagement to permit displacement of said
buttons toward and into engagement with their
respective clasps by flexing the rubber of said
band, said band being thereby rendered rigid
in said vertical lines by the engaged clasps to
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thus cause the full width of said band to absorb UNITED STATES PATENTS
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