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The invention is an improved serving tray
and has for ifs principal object to provide a tray
with novel means of support, which means are
conformable to the surface configuration of vari-
ous articles upon which one may desire to rest
the tray.

Another object of the invention lies in the
provision of a serving tray which while adapted
to be supported upcn a surface of uneven con-
figuration also may be placed upon a flat sur-~
face and be supported in horizontal position.

Another object of the invention lies in the
provision of a serving tray with depending legs,
one adjacent each corner, and a resilient band
secured at each end to a pair of transversely
spaced legs and to the bottom of the tray mid-
way the width thereof by means of a rivet.

Another object of the invention lies in the
provision of a serving tray as described in the
paragraph next above, said legs being hingedly
connected to the tray and braced by means of
rectangular loops pivotally mounted in the free
" ends of their respective legs and adapted to have
its opposed end removably positioned in a slot
for securing the leg in vertical position.

Another object of the invention lies in the
provision of a serving tray as above described
with the resilient band formed with an undula-
tory or serrated lower surface to increase the
frictional engagement of the tray and its sup-
porting surface.

These and other objects of the invention will
be apparent during the course of the following
description. '

In the accompanying drawing, forming a part
of this specification, and in which like numer-
als are employed to designate like parts,

Figure 1 is an elevation of an improved serv-
ing tray looking from one end and showing the
tray supported upon an arcuate surface,

Figure 2 is a fragmentary transverse cross
section of the improved serving tray showing
one leg and a portion of the resilient band se-
cured to the leg and at the center of the tray,
the view being enlarged over Figure 1,

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2 showing
a modified leg and band on the tray,

Figure 4 is a perspective view of one of the
legs and its associated parts of the modification
shown in Figure 3, and,

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 2 showing
a further modification of the invention.

Referring now mare particularly to the draw-
ings, I have shown a serving tray 6 which has
the usual four side walls T and a bottom 8 hav-
ing upper and lower faces 9 and 10.
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Spaced from the four corners of the tray 6 I
have provided depending legs i1 each of which
is formed with a right angle arm 12 which is
welded or otherwise secured to the lower face
{0 of the bottom 8. The lower end of leg {1 is
bent at 13 to form an arcuate surface 14 and
terminates in an upstanding inwardly angled
finger {8.

A resilient band 16 is secured midway its

'length to the lower face 10 of bottom 8 by means

of a rivet 17T which has upper and lower heads {8
and (9. The upper head 18 is flat and counter-
sunk in the upper face 9 presenting a flat sur-
face in the tray. From the rivet the band is
extended downwardly at an incline to the lower
arcuate surfaces 14 of transversely opposed legs
{1 and passes thereabout and thence upwardly
along the outer side face 20 of the leg where it
is adheringly secured. The lower or outer face
of the band 16 is serrated to provide a frictional
bearing face 2{ to prevent slivping when the
tray is resting upon an uneven or arcuate sur-
face as shown in Figure 1. The serrations also
present recesses when the tray is placed upon a
narrow flat surface to engage the upper corners
of the surface and support the tray in a hori-
zontal position. ,

In Figure 3 I have shown s modified leg 22
which is provided with upper transversely

“spaced ears 23—23 bent to support a journal pin

24. An integral sleeve 25 is formed on the outer
end of arm 26 and the journal pin 24 pivotally
passes therethrough. The legs 11 and their re-
spective arms 26 are thus pivotally secured to-
gether.

Adjacent the inner end of arm 26, and in its
lower face, I have provided a transverse slot 27,
with respect to the arm, which is adapted to re-
ceive an end rod 28 of a rectangular looped leg
brace 29. The opposed end rod 28 is pivotally
mounted in a sleeve 30 formed on the lower end
of leg 22. The sleeve 30 presents an arcuate
outer face 31 about which band {6 passes and is
adheringly secured to the outer face of leg 22.
This enables one to fold the legs 22 to the dot-
ted position for nesting the trays when not in
use.

A further modification is shown in Figure 4
which comprises the band 16 having serrations
21 and which has its back adheringly secured to
a resilient strip 32 positioned transversely of the
tray and secured midway its length at the trans-
verse center of the fray by a rivet 1. The bot-
tom 8 of the tray is ribbed at 33 and braces 34
are pivotally carried in sleeves 35 on each end



2,670,260

3

of the strip 32. The arc of strip 32 is variable
by adjusting brace 34 to the selected ribs 33.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

A serving tray including a bottom having s
lower face, a pair of resilient bands spaced longi-
tudinally of the bottom and extending trans-
versely thereof, a rivet passing through the bot-
tom and band midway the length of the band
and securirig the band to the lower face &t its
transverse center, pairs of transversely opposed
arms secured to the face in diametric alignment
with said rivet, a sleeve on the outer end of each
said arm, a journal pin throush each sleeve and
extending from the ends thereof, depénding legs
having ears pivotally mounted on each journal
pin, whereby said legs are hingedly connected to
their respective arms, a sleeve on the Iower end

of each said leg, a brace pivotally carried by.
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each said sleeve and notches in the arms adapted
to receive the free end of said braces and re-
leasably secure the legs in vertical position, said
bands having their outer end portions adheringly

secured to companion legs.
LOYD B. WATT.
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