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70 ???% ?¢h07??, Zé 77???¢y c072ce7°7a: 
Beit known that I,JOHN ATKINSSHER'F'IELD, 

0f Buena Wista, in the county of Carroll and 
State of Tennessee, have imwented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Trace-Car 
I'iers; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
inWention, Such as Will enable others skilled 
in the art to Which it pertains to make and 
use it, reference being had to the accompany 
ing draWings, Which form part of this Specif? 
cation. ~ 

My in wention relates to an improwement in 
trace-Carriers; and it Consists in the construc? 
tion hereimafter described, and pointed out in 
the claim. 

. The object of my invention is to provide a, 
trace-carrier which Will not mowe upon or be 
come detached from the back-band, which will 
newer allow the trace-chain to become sepa 
1rated therefrom while in Operation, mor hang 
to the gearing On other hOrses when two or 
more horses are_Worked together, mor hang 
the lines when plowing. 

Figure 1 is a front VieW of a trace-carrie1' 
Which embodies many invention. Fig. 2 is a, 
Vertical Section of the Same. H'ig. 8 is a, wer 
tical Section of a modification. 
A represents the main plate, which is pro 

wided with the slots B, C, ID, E, and F, and 
Which has a hook G, formed upon its lower 
edge, for the trace-chain to catch upon. This 
hook is turmed inward, as shown, so that 
nothing can catch upon it While the trace 
carrier is in use. The Second plate I has a, 
Slot J through it and the teeth L, formed upon 
itS upper edge, to paSS through the back-band 
N. The loWer end of this plate I is reduced 
Sufficiently in size to paSS the slot, IF in the 
plate A and extend down around or back of 
the hook G. In case the cheaper' form of 
trace-Carrier is used the top of the plate A 
will be Gut away, so that only the slots D’ E’ 

? R' will be shown, and the lower end of the 
45 plate I” Will consist Simply of a prong O', 

" which will extend down back of the hook:' G. 

5? 

In case the plate A (ShoWn in FigS. 1 and 2) 
is used the lower end of the plate I will be 
made much Wider than the one shoWn in Fig. 
8, and through this loWer end P Will be made 
an opening Sufficiently large and Wide for 

the end or the hook to catch in. This loWel' 
end P then serves as a guard, Which abS0 
lutely prevents the trace-chaim from becom* 
ing accidentally detached under any circum1 
StanceS. 
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-- In applying the back-band to this trace-Car- ' 
rier theerdof the back-band is paSSed through 
the slots B C D, 0wer the topS of the teeth I 
and then through the slots J in the plate I 
and the slot, E in the plate A, the lower end 
P or O of the plate I being paSSed through 
the slot, B' in the plate A... . ~ 

. In order to attach and detach the chain the 
trace-carrier is raised, and then the back-band': 
is slackened through the slotS B C Sufficiently 
to allow · the plate I to be turned at Such an 
angle to the plate A that the hook G' is left 
free to have one link of the chain inSerted 
therein. Then by drawing up on the back" 
band through the slots B C ewerything iS re* 
turned to position ready for use. 
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The hook on the plate A can be made on the · 
front side, in which case the plate I is placed 
in front and then reversing the hook on the 
plate A and Gutting the plate I to fit it on itS 
rewerSe side. '' 
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The trace-carrier constructed aS here shown ? 
consists of only two plates,Which are wery Sim- · 
ple in operation, cheap in construction, and 
newer allow the chain to become detached 
While the carrier is in use." , 
Hawing thus described my in wention, I 

claim- ? ~ 

A trace-carrier composed of tWo independ 
ent plates, ome of the plateS hawing horizon 
tal Slots in its upper end for the paSSage of 
the back-band, its loWer end bent outWard and 
then inward and formed into a hook and haW 
ing a horizontal slot, in its OutWardly-bent 
portion, and the other plate hawing teeth QIn 
its upper end and its lower end prOwided 
with an extension adapted to paSS through 
the slot in the outWardly-bent portion of the 
Other plate, the parts combined to Operate in, 
the manner shown and described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my Signature in 

presence of tWo witnesses. 
.JOHN ATIKINS SHER'F'IELID, 

'''Wit messes: 
S. C. CAWTHON, 
I. E'. PTNSON. 
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