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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES H. HuMBERT, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Waynesborough, in the county of Augusta 

5 and State of Virginia, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Coal-Hods; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, which will enable others skilled in 

Io the art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings which form a part of this 
specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

I5 combined coal hods and ash sifters which 
may be used as an ordinary scuttle for con 
taining coal and which may, when desired, be 
readily transformed into an ash sifter for sep 
arating ashes from cinders. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

an improved device of the above character 
which shall possess superior advantages with 
respect to efficiency in use. - 
The invention consists in the novel construc 

25 tion and combination of parts hereinafter 
fully described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1 

is a perspective view, partly broken away, of 
a combined coal hod and ash sifter con 

3o structed in accordance with my invention, the 
hinged bottom being let down and the folding 
handle extended outward, so as to use the de 
Vice as an ash sifter. Fig.2 is a central lon 
gitudinal section of the same, the handle be 

35 ing folded inward and the bottom closed so 
as to form a coal hod. Fig. 3 is a plan view 
of the vibrating screen, looking from the un 
der side. 

In the said drawings the reference numeral 
l denotes the body of an ordinary, coal hod, 
having ears 2 at its upper edge with which 
is connected a bail 3, forming a handle for 
carrying the hod. The lower end of the hod 
is open, and provided or formed with an in 
Wardly extending flange 4, upon which rests 
a screen 5, preferably consisting of a rim 6, 

2d 

45 

to which is secured a number of crossed wires 
7. This screen, however, may consist of a 
plate of perforated metal, if desired, of a 

50 shape and contour corresponding to that of 
flange 4. A short distance above flange 4, is 

a flange 8, secured to the interior of the hod 
body, and between these flanges the screenis 
confined, the flange 4 holding the screen in 
place when ashes are being sifted and the 55 
flange 8 preventing it from falling out when 
the hod is inverted to dump its coutents. 
Secured to the wires 7, near the edge of the 

screen and on the under side thereof are two 
lugs 9, in which is pivoted a folding handle 6o 
10, consisting of a piece of stout Wire bent 
over upon itself at the centerforming a loop 
12, then twisted forming a shank and the ends 
finally turned outward in opposite directions, 
at right angles to the shank, forming arms 18, 65 
which serve as the pivots for the handle. 
Hinged to the lower edge of the hod, at One 

side thereof, is a bottom 14, consisting of a 
flange or rim 15, a plate or disk 16 and a 
downwardly extending rim or flange 17. Se- 7o 
cured to flange 14, diametrically opposite the 
hinge, is a spring catch 18, consisting of a 
plate of spring metal, the lower end of which 
is secured to the rim and bent inwardly at its 
center forming a shoulder 19 and its outer 75 
end bent outwardly forming a finger hole 20. 
A stop 21 is also secured to said flange 15 for 
limiting the outward movement of the spring 
catch. A lug 23 is secured to the hod, just 
above the lower edge with which the shoulder 8o 
19, of the catch engages to hold the bottom 
in place when closed. - 
The operation will be readily understood. 

When used as a coal hod or scuttle, the han 
dle 10, is folded inward resting against the 85 
under side of the screen and the hinged bot 
tom closed and held in such position by the 
spring catch engaging with the lug 23. It 
may now be employed as an ordinary coalhod. 
To convert the hod into an ash sifter the 9o 

spring catch is disengaged from the lug, when 
the hinged bottom will drop down or Open. 
The handle 10 is then unfolded or extended 
outwardly and by moving the same to and 
fro the screen will be vibrated and the ashes 95 
separated from the cinders. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is- . . . - 

1. In a combined coal hod and ash sifter, 
the combination with the hinged bottom, of Ico 
the vibrating screen provided with a pivoted 
handle adapted to be folded up under the 
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screen when the bottom is closed and extended 
outwardly when the bottom is open; substan 
tially as and for the purpose specified. 

2. In a combined coal hod and ash sifter, 
5 the combination with the body having a lug 
near its lower edge, the bottom hinged to said 
body diametrically opposite said lug, the 
spring catch and stop secured to said bottom, 
the inwardly extending flange at the lower 

Io edge of said body and the flange above said 
lower edge secured to the interior of said body, 

of the vibrating screen confined between said 
flanges, the lugs secured to the lower side . 
thereof and the folding handle pivoted to said 
lugs; substantially as described. I5 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES H. HUMBERT. 
Witnesses: 

JAS. W. RHODES, 
T. H. HALL. 

  


