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Miy invention relates to a soap-hoiding device. 
t has to do, more particularly, with a device 
adapted to be used for holding shaving soap so 
that it ?tay be applied to the face, preparatory 
to shaving, in a very efficient and very economi 
cal Inanner. 

it is a Well known fact, that in recent years the 
use of Shaving soap has declined considerably, 
due to the disadvantages present in the use of 
Such Soap. Warious kinds of shaving creairns have 
conne into wide use in the past few years and 
have replaced Shaving Soaps to a considerable 
extent. However, the use of shaving creams is 
also possessed of many undesirable features. 

in the first place, the initial cost of shaving 
Cirean is Very gi'eat in COInparison. With the cost 
of shaving Soap, made in cake form to be used in 
a. Rig or other receptacle. Shaving creasins usu 
ally corne in tubes and each time it is desired to 
use a portion of the creatin from a tube, it is neces 
Sary to first remove the closure therefron. After 
the crea Ilias been used, it is necessary to replace 
the closure. This renoval and replacenheint of 
the closure requires considerable time and effort. 
Furthermore, when the shaving cream is forced 
fron the tube, it usually happens that a greater 
amount than is needed emerges fron the tube. 
Sirice the crean carnot be forced back into th3 
tube, generally, each time the crean is used a 
portion of it is wasted. Likewise, many times 
When the cream is being renoved from the tube 
it drops from the tube or froin the surface on 
which it is deposited. 
AS previously stated, the use of Soap, in the 

customary way, or shaving, is also possessed of 
waiious disadvantages. For example, When sha,V- 
ing soap is used in the customary way, it is neces 
sary to use a nug or other such receptacle for 
containing the Soap. Obviously, the use of a 
mug is very unsanitary and it is necessary to fre 
quently sterilize and clean the nug. Further 
more, it is difficult to handle the nug Gir other 
container and it is difficult to pack it into a traw 
eling bag. Sorine Water is usually left in the mug 
after it has been Washed and this causes the cake 
of soap to become soggy and, if it does partially 
dry out, causes it to break up into Simall bits. 
Then, too, when shaving Soap is used in a mug 
it requires considerable time to work up a lather 
and it is necessary to make up more lather than 
is actually needed. hen. When the nug is 
cleaned out this excess lather is removed there 
from. Consequently there is a continual waste 
of Soap. - 
One of the objects of my invention is to provide 

(C. 45-28) 

a device, the use of which Will eliminate all the 
undesirable features heretofore connected with 
the lise of shaving soap. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

device which Will render the use of shaving soap 
r: Ore desirable than the use of shaving creams or 
other such substances. 
Another object of inny invention is to provide 

a device, for holding Soap, which is of such a type 
that the Soap Inay be readily applied to the face 
in &n efficient and very econoginical manner. 

In its prefered form, my invention cornprises a 
base portion which is of Such a shape that it may 
be readily grasped in the hand. This base por. 
tion is pireferably made of glass or any non-ab 
SOrbant, non-corrosive inaterial, So that it may be 
readily cleaned, and is of such a size and shape 
that it serves as a standard on which the cake 
of Soap may be supported. Furthermore, when 
the cake of soap is supported thereon, the stand 
ard may occupy an upright position and will not 
tend to tip over because of the Weight and shape 
of Such standard. For supporting the soap on 
the upper end of the base portion, I provide a 
Saddle on which the soap is to rest. The Soap is 
held On Such Saddle by means of a pair of tongs 
adapted to grip the cake of soap and retain it 
thereon. These tongs are adjustable to grip the 
cake of Soap or to release the soap to permit the 
removal thereof. I also preferably form the base 
portion of the device in Such a manner that a 
hone is produced on one or more Surfaces thereof, 
which may be used for sha'pening razor blades. 
The pieferred embodient of my invention is 

shown in the accompanying drawing wherein sini 
lar characters of reference designate correspond 
ing partS and wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a soap holder 
inade in accordance With ray invention. 

Figure 2 is a vertical Section taken on line 2-2 
of Figure 1. 

aligure 3 is a vertical Section taken on line 3-3 
of Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a horizontal Section taken along 
the line 4-4 of Figure 3. 

Figure 5 is a section taken along the line 5-5 
of Figure and showing how the side of the base 
portion of my device may be formed so as to pro 
duce a hone thereon. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view showing a cake of 
shaving soap mounted on my device. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view showing how my 
device may be used in applying Soap to the face. 
With reference to the drawing, my Shaving 

Soap holder is shown as comprising a base poi 
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tion 1. This base portion 1 is also adapted to 
serve as the handle for Iny device. The base 
portion 1 is preferably made of rectangular or 
Otheir angular cross-section so that it. Inay be read 
ily grasped in the hand and will not tend to turn 
therein. As shown in the drawing, the base por 
tion 1 is preferably greater in cross-section at its 
bottoia thain it is at its top. Consequently, all 
the side Walls thereof are gradually inclined in 
Wardly from the botton to the top thereof. 
As shown in Figures 2 and 3 of the drawing, 

the base portion 1 of my device is preferably made 
hollow So that a chaniber 2 is formed therein, and 
this chanber extends substantially the entire 
neight thereof. the base portion 1 is preferably 
inade of glass or other non-absorbent, non-corro 
sive material which may be readily cleaned. The 
base is of Such a Weight, that it, Will not tend to 
tip over when a cake of soap is inounted thereon, 
as Will be later more fully explained. Adjacent 
the lower end of the base portion , a transverse 
Wall 3 is disposed. This wall 3 is adapted to serve 
as the botton for the chainber 2 and is integrally 
joined to the Side Walls of the base portion 1. 
The Wall 3 is sightly Spaced above the lower 

edge of the base portion . So that, a fiange 4 is 
formed on the lowei edge thereof. This fiange 
preferably extends entirely around the base por 
tion 1 and is adapted to contact with the surface 
On which my device is disgosed and to support 
iny device in an upiight position thereon. The 
idange 4 projects downwardly a Stificient distance 
to for in a chainber 5 of considerabie height be 
neath the base portion of ray device. This charin 
kei is provided for a purpose which Will he here 
inafter apparent. AS ShoWin in the drawing, all 
of the edges of the base portion 1 and the corners 
at the junction of the Wall 3 with the side walls 
of the base portion, are rounded so that they 
Will not injure the hands of the person using 
the device and so that the device may be readily 
clearned. 
A Saddle 6 is adapted to be nounted on the 

uppel' Open end of the base portion 1 and is SO 
adapted that a cake of soap may be Supported 
thereoin in a nanner which Will be hereinafter 
explained. This Saddle is preferably formed of 
the Saine material of which the base portion 1 is 
composed. The saddle 6 comprises a depending 
reduced polition 7 which is adapted to extend 
down into the open end of the base portion 1. 
This saddle is also provided with an enlarged 
portion 8 having cutwardly extending portions 9 
at each end thereof. These portions 9 are adapt 
ed to 'est on the upper end of the base portion 1. 
The saddle 6 may ba secured in position, by 

cenhenting it ol' securing it in any other Suitable 
manner, to the Upper cdge of the base portion 

... the Saddle 6 is pieferably slightly less in 
width than the inside width of the Upper end of 
the base portion 1 and is So disposed that a Space 
10 is produced at each side of the Saddle between 
the side edges thereof and the Walls Of the base. 
Tine side edges of the Saddle member 6 are also 
inclined as at 11 for a purpose Which Will be here 
inafter apparent. 
The upper surface of the saddle member 6 is 

preferably inwardly curved throughout its length 
as at 12 (Figure 2), in Order to produce a saddle 
in which the edge of the cake of soap S may rest. 
It will be understood that since this saddle is 
curved as shown, a cake of shaving Soap, which 
is commonly manufactured in circular or oval 
shape, may be more readily seated thereon. How 
ever, it will be apparent that a Square or aingular 

1,970,015 
ly shaped bar of soap could also be effectively 
mounted on my device. It will also be apparent 
that it is not necessary to provide a saddle of the 
particular shape ShoWn but that the shape there 
of may be varied. 
The transverse wall 3 is preferably provided 

With a Centrally disposed aperture 3. A boSS 
14 is formed on the lower Surface of this Wall 
and the opening 13 also extends therethrough. 
This opening 13 is adapted to receive a bolt 15 
which is inserted therethrough and which ex 
tends upwardly to a point adjacent to the upper 
end of chainber 2. The iOWe end of the bolt 1.5 
is provided With a wing nut 16 or other such 
device Which is keyed to or made a part of the 
end thereof and Which is mounted in contact 
With the boss 14. This member 16 is adapted to 
be utilized for turning the bolt 15. The upper 
end of the bolt is preferably disposed in a socket 
17 disposed on the lower surface of the Saddle 
member 6. This Socket member 17 is adapted to 
Serve as a bearing for the upper end of the bolt 
5. 
The upper portion of the bolt 15 is threaded 

aS at 18 and this threaded portion is adapted to 
receive a threaded nut 19 which is mounted there 
On. The upper end of this bolt 15 is further 
provided with a stop pin 20 which will prevent 
upward novelinent of the nut on the bolt to an 
undesirable extent. However, other forms of 
StopS may be provided. A compression spring 

is disposed in Surrounding relation to the 
bolt, 15. This compression spring has its lower 
end abutting against the upper surface of the 
transverse Wall 3 and its upper end abutting 
against One of the tongs of the tong members 
which are adapted to retain the cake of soap 
On my device. 
AS previously stated, the tongs are adapted to 

grip the Soap and to hold it in position on the 
Saddle 6. The tong members comprise a pair of 
tongs 22, both of which may be identical in struc 
ture So that they may be interchangeable, and 
Which are preferably made of stainless Steel. 
Each of these tongs comprises a body portion 23 
which is bent to form inwardly projecting arms 
24 at the lower end thereof, and may be so 
formed that when the tongs move out the action 
of the Spring is such that they spread apart. 
These arms 24 are provided with openings 25 
through which the bolt 15 is adapted to pass. 
AS shown in Figure 3, one of the arms 24 is dis 
pOSed above the other arm. 24. The nut 19 on 
the boit 15 is disposed above the uppermost arm 
24 or may be a part of the uppermost arm 24 
While the upper end of the spring 21 contacts 
With the lowermost arm. 24. 
The tongs 22 pass upwardly from the inside 

of the base portion 1 and outwardly through the 
SpaceS 10 between the side edges of the Saddle 
member 6 and the walls of the base. As clearly 
ShoWn in Figure 3, the main portions 23 of the 
tongs are inclined outwardly. However, the up 
permost ends of the body portions 23 are bent 
inwardly at sharp angles to form inwardly pro 
jecting arms 26. The ends of these arms 26 are 
adapted to contact with the side surfaces of the 
cake of Soap. If desired, the outermost edges 
of the arms 26 may be serrated as at 26, so that 
they will more effectively grip the soap although 
it is not necessary to Serrate the said edges since 
the tong members will firmly grip the Soap. Al 
though I have described and shown the tong 
member as being made in two pieces, it may 
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1,970,015 
be made of one flexible piece of stainless Steel 
Or other metal. 
As shown clearly in Figures 1, 4, 5 and 6, it 

inay be desirable to produce a hone 27 on One or 
imore surfaces of the base portion 1 SO that raZOr 
oiades may be sharpened thereon. In the dra W 
iing, I have shown a hone formed on two sides of 
the base portion, but it may be formed On a Srinaily 
sides as desired. To form this hone, I provide 
an identation 28 (Figure 5) formed on Oine Sur 
face of tine base portion 1. As shown in Figure 
1, one of the surfaces of the base portion l is 
provided with a flat V-shaped portion 29. Ex 
tending outwardiy towards the edges of the base 
portion 1 and away from the edges of this flat 
W-shaped portion 29 are inclined Surfaces 30. 
These surfaces 30 extend to a point adjacent to 
the outer edges of the base portion 1. Further 
more, these surfaces 30 are inclined a prede 
terrained aimount so that the razor blades Will 
be properly sharpened. On each side of the base 
portion 1 which is provided with a hone 27, a 
rib 4' is formed at the upper edge of the base 
portion. This rib 4' serves as a reinforcement 
for the upper edge of the side on which the hone 
is disposed, and which might be weakened by 
forming the W-shaped depression therein. 

Jin order to sharpen a blade on the hone 27, 
the base portion 1 is first placed on its Side. 
Then as shown in Figure 5 the blade B is placed 
on the hone with the cutting edges thereof in 
contact with the inclined surfaces 30. To sharpen 
the blade, it is merely necessary to move it around 
with a circular notion until it has been Suf 
ficiently sharpened. 
When it is desired to mount a cake of Soap On 

my device, the soap is first placed on the upper 
surface of the saddle member 6. Previous to 
this, however, the tongs of the tong member are 
spread apart. In order to spread the tongs apart 
it is necessary to rotate the wing nut 16, in the 
proper direction, and thereby cause rotation of 
bolt 15. When the bolt 15 is rotated it will cause 
the nut 19 to move longitudinally on the threaded 
portion thereof. Rotation of the bolt will not 
cause rotation of the square nut 19 because the 
edges thereof will contact with the inner Surfaces 
of the rain poition 23 of the tongs and preclude 
further rotation of such nut. 
When the bolt is rotated in the proper direc 

tion, it causes nut 3.9 to move upwardly thereon. 
This permits the Spring 21 to force the tong 
members upwardly on the bolt and consequently 
to force their outer ends further apart So that 
the cake of soap may be inserted between the 
oites ends of the arins 26. It will be apparent 
that the Wedging action exerted on the tong men 
bei's by the saddle member 6, causes the tong 
iyeinbers to spread apart when forced upwardly 
by the spring 21. The saddle member also per 
mits the tongs to come closer together When 
drawn downwardly. The stop 20 will prevent the 
nit 19 from moving upwardly an undesirable 
extent. 

In order to grip the cake of soap and hold it 
on the saddle 6, the wing nut 16 is employed for 
rotating the boit 15 in the opposite direction. 
This will cause the nt 19 to move down Wardly 
on the threaded bolt i5, and since this nut is dis 
posed above the arras 24 of the tongs it will force 
the tongs downwardly along the boit 15. Conse 
quentiy this will cause the arms 26 of the tongs to 
move downwardly and inwardly, to cone closer 
together and to approach a horizontal position 
until they firmly grip the cake of Soap. Further 

3 
more, since a downward pull is exerted. On the 
tongs it will cause them to draw the cake of Soap 
downwardly into firm contact with the upper Sui 
face of the Saddle. 
When it is desired to use my device, the cake Of 

soap is mounted thereon in the manner previ 
ously described. Then as shown in Figure 7, the 
base portion of the device is grasped in the hand 
and this base portion serves as a handie. Then 
the soap is preferably rubbed over the face while 
the soap is still dry. Then a wet brush may be 
used to work up a lather on the face. RioWever, 
it will be understood that eitheir the face or the 
Soap or both may be wet when my device is used. 
Also, other methods which are particularly Suita 
ble for the user may be employed for applying the 
Soap to the face with my device. 

It will be understood that when the device is 
disposed in an upright position as showin in Figuire 
6, there will be no tendency for it to tip due to 
the fact that it is comparatively heavy and has 
a comparatively large base. Thus, the cake of 
soap will always remain clean. The flange 4. Will 
support the device on the Surface Oil Which it is 
placed and since the chamber 5 is formed theire 
beneath the wing nut 16 will not contact With the 
Surface on which the device is supported. 

It will also be apparent that a cake of Soap may 
be readily applied to oi removed from my device 
with a minimum of difficulty and in a very Short 
time. 
From the above description, it will be readily 

seen that I have provided a device, the use of 
which eliminates all the undesirabilities hereto 
fore encountered in using shaving Soap. With 
this device the soap may be applied to the face 
in a very efficient, economical and satisfactory 
manner. Furthermore, my device is extremely 
sanitary and may be readily cleaned. It Will also 
be obvious that the particular form of my device 
Which I have shown may be modified in order that 
it may be more readily used for holding cakes 
of soap and similar articles of various shapes, and 
for various purposes. However, the device shown 
will effectively hold any of the various shapes of 
shaving soap which are now commonly mailu 
factured. 
Although I have described my device as being 

useful for holding a cake of shaving soap, it will 
be understood that its use is not limited to this 
but that it may be used for various other purposes. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim is: 

1. A soap holder comprising a base member 
adapted to serve as a handle member, Said base 
member being hoilow and of angula cross 
section and gradually increasing in cross-section 
from its upper to its lower end, Said base men 
ber being of such a structure and of Such a 
Weight that it may be disposed in upright posi 
tion without tipping when a cake of Soap is 
mounted thereon, a saddle member on the upper 
end of said base member and having a concave 
surface on which the cake of soap is adapted to 
rest, said saddle member having tWO of its side 
edges spaced from the Walls of Said base men 
ber so that a pair of slots is formed therebe 
tween, the edges of said saddle member adjacent 
said slots being downwardly and inwardly in 
clined, a pair of arm members extending down 
through said slots and being inclined Substan 
tially at the same degree as the said edges of Said 
saddle member, said arm members having in 
Wardly extending upper extremities which are 
adapted to grip the cake of Soap, the edges of 
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4. 
said extremities being the only portion of Said 
members which will contact with the Soap, in 
Wardly extending portions on the lower ends of 
Said arm members, means for causing the upper 
extremities on said arms to move closer together 
or to move further apart, said means comprising 
a shaft operatively connected to said inwardly 
extending portions on the lower ends of the arm 
members, said shaft extending down through 
said base and having, means on its lower end by 
Which it may be turned, said last-named means 
being disposed upwardly within the lower end of 
Said base member. 

2. A soap holder comprising a base member 
adapted to serve as a handle member, Said base 
member having a chamber formed therein and 
being of such a structure and such a weight that 
it may be disposed in an upright position without 
tipping when a cake of soap is mounted thereon. 
A saddle member on the upper end of Said base 
member adapted to support the cake of Soap, 
said saddle member having two of its Side edges 
spaced from the Walls of said chamber in Said 
base member so that a pair of slots is formed 
therebetween, the edges of said saddle member 
adjacent said slots being downwardly and in Ward 
ly inclined, a pair of arm members extending 
down through said slots into said chamber and 
being inclined substantially at the same degree 
as the said edges of said saddle member, Said 
arm members having inwardly extending upper 
extremities which are adapted to grip the cake 
of soap, the edges of said extremities being the 
only portions of said members which will con 
tact with the soap, inwardly extending portions 
on the lower ends of said arm members and means 
operatively connected to said inwardly extending 
portions on the lower ends of said arm members 
for causing the upper extremities on Said arm 
members to move closer together or to move 
further apart. 

3. A soap holder comprising a base member 
adapted to serve as a handle member, Said base 
member having a chamber formed therein and 
being of such a structure and such a weight that 
it may be disposed in an upright position. Without 
tipping when a cake of Soap is mounted thereon, 
a saddle member on the upper end of Said base 
member adapted to support the cake of Soap, 
means for holding the cake of Soap on Said Saddle 
member, said means comprising a pair of arms 
which project above said saddle member and ex 
tend downwardly through a pair of openings into 
said chamber, and means operatively connected 
to the lower ends of said arm members for CauS 
ing them to grip the soap or to release it, Said 
means being adapted to draw said arms down 
Wardly and to cause them to move closer together 
so that they will grip the soap or to move them. 
upwardly and cause them to move further apart 
so that they will release the cake of Soap. 

4. A soap holder comprising a base member 
adapted to serve as a handle member, Said base 
member having a chamber formed therein and 
being of such a structure and such a Weight that 
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it may be disposed in an upright position without 
tipping When a cake of soap is mounted thereon, 
a member on the upper end of said base member 
on which the Soap is adapted to rest, means for 
holding the Soap on Said member, Said means 
comprising arm members which project above 
said soap Supporting member and which extend 
down into said chamber, and means operatively 
connected to the lower ends of Said arm members 
and adapted to be operated to cause Said arm 
members to grip the cake of soap or to release 
the cake of Soap, said last-named means being 
adapted to be operated from a point at the lower 
end of said base member. 

5. A soap holder comprising a handle member, 
a member for Supporting a cake of Soap On Said 
handle member, neans for holding the cake of 
Soap On Said last-named member, said means con 
prising gripping members adjustable to grip the 
cake of Soap or to release it, Said gripping men 
bers being operable from a point at the end of 
the handle opposite to the end on which the soap 
is mounted. 

6. A soap holder for a cake of soap which is 
of Substantially circular form and which is greater 
in diameter than it is in thickness, said holder 
Comprising a base member adapted to Serve as 
a handle member, and being of Sufficient height 
that it may be readily gripped in the hand, said 
base member being of angular cross-section and 
gradually increasing in CrOSS-Sectional area, from 
its upper end to its lower end, said base member 
being of Such a Structure and of Such a weight 
that it may be disposed in upright position with 
out tipping When Said cake of Soap is mounted 
theireon, Said circular cake Of SOap being adapted 
to be supported on the upper end of said base 
member in a vertical position with its edge rest 
ing on the Upper end thereof, and means for 
retaining the circular cake of Soap in the indi 
cated position on the upper end of Said base 
member, said means extending from the upper 
end of Said base member and projecting there 
above, and a portion. Of Said means being adapted 
to extend into said cake of Soap to hold it firmly 
in position on said base member. 

7. A Soap holder for a cake of Soap compris 
ing a base member adapted to Seive as a handle 
member, and being much greater in height than 
its greatest cross-sectional dimension. So that it 
may be readily gripped in the hand, said base 
member being of Such a structure and Of Such a 
weight that it may be disposed in upright posi 
tion without tipping when said cake of Soap is 
mounted thereon, said cake of Soap being adapted 
to rest on the upper end of said base member, 
and means for retaining the Said cake Of Soap 
on the upper end of said base member, said means 
extending from the upper end of Said base mern 
ber and projecting thereabove, and a portion of st 
said means being adapted to extend into Said cake 
of soap to hold it firmly in position on the upper 
end of Said base member. 

FRANK. B. MORRISON. 
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