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The present invention relates to a readily applicable 
and removable attachment for ladders which is func 
tionally designed and structurally adapted for reliable 
use on any type of ladder with any type rungS or Steps 
and well and satisfactorily serves the purposes for which 
it may and can be used. 

Persons conversant with the art to which the present 
invention relates and who have familiarized themselves 
with trends in this line of endeavor have observed that 
professional painters are using and advocating the use 
of aluminum ladders (stepladders, extension adders) 
not only because of lightness in weight and durability 
and appearance but because such ladders provide a flat 
top step ranging from three to four and a half inches 
in width and so mounted that it is virtually level with 
the ground when the ladder is inclined and propped 
against a building wall or the like. Then, too, it has 
been observed time and again that many wooden ladders 
which are now being manufactured and marketed are 
made along the lines of aluminum ladders in that they 
are provided with broad steps. Commonly used fold 
ing or collapsible ladders for indoor use are almost in 
variably provided with wide flat-faced steps. Never 
theless and even so there are certain ladders which con 
tinue to utilize round and equivalent rungs and even 
Some ladders, usually homemade ladders wherein a board 
is nailed at its ends to span the rails or stiles and is 
vertically disposed to provide a narrow and hence an 
objectionable edge on which to stand. The purpose in 
giving this background information is to stress the fact 
that the invention herein disclosed is unique and there 
fore an innovation in that, regardless of the type of 
steps or rungs, anchoring hook means is provided which 
lends itself to feasible and reliable use in conjunction 
therewith. It follows that it is an overal objective to 
provide a ladder attachment which is amply and aptly 
adapted for use on virtually any ladder that would likely 
be used by professional painters, and those, being ama 
teurs, who are classified as a do-it-yourself ladder user. 

It is to be further pointed out by way of introduction 
that a general objective of the invention which will be 
hereinafter more explicitly revealed is to structurally, 
functionally and in other ways improve upon prior art 
and marketed ladder attachments such as are primarily 
used for supporting a paint bucket and which for the most 
part, but unlike the present invention, are such in con 
struction that the component parts are of a given size 
and shape and therefore are limited for fitting use on 
one specific size or shape of hand rail. Accordingly, 
if the hand rail is as much as one-half inch smaller 
the associatable bracket will loosen and rock the paint 
can, pot or bucket to one side or the other. If the hand 
rail is as much as one-half inch larger than the bracket 
it is designed to fit it will be impossible to mount the 
bracket at all. Accordingly, and as suggested, the pres 
ent invention has to do with an adaptation wherein the 
component parts lend themselves to orientation and co 
ordination to accommodatingly fit hand rails or stiles 
of widely varying dimensions. 

Briefly and in carrying out a preferred embodiment of 
the invention a readily attachable and detachable bracket 
made up of flat strap parts is employed. To the ends 
desired there is an elongated main arm and a companion 
auxiliary arm with opposed portions of the arms con 
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nectible in oriented cooperating relationship. The out 
Ward end portions of both arms are bent upon them 
Selves and fashioned into and provide a fork-type rail 
embracing clamp. The clamp is provided with means 
capable of accommodating and holding a bucket of paint, 
tools or the like, for example, a receptacle. 

Generically the invention is characterized by the afore 
mentioned structure with means carried by an inward 
end portion of the main arm only which means is adapted 
for secure but quick and releasable connection with a 
predetermined portion of a selected one of the steps 
regardless of the cross-section of the step which is to be 
accommodated. 
More specifically novelty is predicated on the idea of 

Overlapping bolted portions of main and auxiliary arms 
using, where necessary, shims to vary the dimension of 
the rail clamp. Then, too, novelty is predicated on the 
use of several basically similar but specificaily different 
anchoring hooks which are detachably bolted and can 
be brought into play to accommodatingly and fittingly 
serve their intended purposes depending on the nature 
of the rung or step which is to be engaged thereby. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein 
like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in 
which: 
FIGURE 1 is a view of a ladder attachinent showing 

the receiver or pan-like holder for a bucket or can of paint 
and how it performs when in use on a ladder, the ladder 
being shown in phantom lines and the attaching and 
anchoring hook being that which applies fittingly to a 
flat top broad step; 
FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the structure shown 

in FIGURE 1 but including the use of shims for adjusting 
the width of the clamp and with the receiver for the paint 
bucket omitted for clearness of illustration; 
FIGURE 3 is a view in perspective of one of the shins 

shown in use in FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a view similar to FIGURE 1 and also in 

perspective but with the ladder in full lines, with the re 
ceiver for the paint bucket omitted and with the type of 
anchoring hook which is brought into play when the step 
is of that type which is commonly seen and used on So 
called homemade ladders; 
FIGURE 5 is a section taken on a slightly enlarged 

scale on the plane of the section line 5-5 of FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 6 is a view in perspective similar to FIGURE 

4 and showing the form or stile which is used in conjunc 
tion with a round rung ladder construction and which 
also shows that the hook is not only attachable and de 
tachable but is loose enough to permit the bracket to 
aSSume a canted position; 
FIGURE 7 is a view taken on the plane of the section 

line 7-7 of FIGURE 6; and 
FiGURE 8 is a view in perspective of the anchoring 

hook used in the adaptation or arrangement illustrated 
in FIGURES 6 and 7. 

It will be evident by glancing over the views of the draw 
ing that generically the part of the device referred to as 
the bracket is basic in its construction. It is believed 
therefore that all of the views which show the bracket can 
be properly referred to with like reference characters des 
ignating like or corresponding parts. Referring, for ex 
ample, to FIGS. 1, 2, 4 and 6 in particular it will be evi 
dent that the attachable and detachable bracket is denoted 
as a structural entity by the numeral 10, the same being 
made up of a pair of separable and connectible comple 
mental units. More specifically one unit comprises a 
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main arm one end portion of which is denoted at 12 the 
latter having a free terminal end portion at the right as 
at 4. At its opposite end it is fashioned into Substantially 
an L-shaped component embodying a lateral short bend 
16, a longer bend i8, the latter having a free end portion 
20 which is positioned in a generally horizontal plane by 
way of the lateral twist or bend 22. This flattened nein 
ber is riveted or otherwise fastened to a pan-like receiver 
24 which provides a holder for a bucket or can of paint 
A and which in practice could be used to accommodating 
ly receive tools such as employed by carpenters, tinners, 
gutter men and so on. The main limb is differentiated 
by the numeral 9 to distinguish it from the companion 
auxiliary limb 26 which comprises a short limb portion 
28 and an L-shaped limb portion comprising the bend or 
bent portion 30, longer limb portion 32 and flared terminal 
end 34. These components 30 and 32 are opposed to the 
companion portions 16 and 18 to define a substantially 
U-shaped clamp which embraces the stile or hand rail B 
of the ladder C. The step in this particular showing 
(FIG. 1) is denoted at D and is the aforementioned fiat 
wide type. The end portion 14 of the main arm is pro 
vided with a clip 36 which is superimposed on the end 
14 and bolted in place as at 38 and is provided with a 
substantially U-shaped hook 40 to engage over the edge 
42 of the step. 

In case the clamp does not fit it is within the purview 
of the invention to utilize cleats 44. Each cleat is in the 
form of a rectangular plate and has notches 46 to fit over 
the arm assembling and retaining bolts 48 held in place 
by the nuts 50. 
The distinction in the arrangement shown in FIGS. 4 

and 5 is in the clip which is used, the clip of this arrange 
ment being denoted at 52 and having a portion 54 which 
is adjustably mounted on the end portion 14 of the main 
arm by way of the bolt 56. The lower end is formed 
with a saddle or stirrup 58 which lends itself to accom 
modation of the vertical type step 69. 

Referring now to the third type of clip, the type which 
is shown in FIGS. 6, 7 and 8, it will be seen that this is 
basically much like the other clips. In fact, all of the 
clips are detachably bolted and may be adjustable as to 
dimensions. Further, it is within the purview of the in 
vention that the bolt and bolt holes may be of varying 
dimensions so that the clips can be loosely mounted to 
achieve the results shown, for example, in FIG. 6 in par 
ticular. In any event, the ladder in FIG. 6 is distinguish 
ably referred to at 62, the same having a stile or hand 
rail 64 and a round rung 66. The main and auxiliary 
arms in the overall bracket 0 are the same in construc 
tion as already described. Hence, the only difference 
here is in the substantially U-shaped clip whose attaching 
shank is denoted at 66 and provided with a bolt hole 63 
to accommodate the attaching bolt 70. The extra hole 
72 in this situation is to accommodate a ring 74 carrying 
a chain 76 holding a retaining pin 73 which is fitted across 
the rung and into a keeper hole 89 provided in the free 
end portion 82 of this stirrup-like clip. In connection 
with the embodiment herein under consideration it will 
be observed that the play around the bolt will cause the 
hook to tip slightly and bind to the ladder rung or step 
from any up or down pressure and the hook and the arm, 
being in two pieces, the hook will tip sidewise and bind 
from any end pressure so it can be seen that it is more 
secure than would be the case if the clip were not sep 
arate and not free to angle itself as a result of the bolting 
arrangement illustrated. 

In all forms of the invention the clamp embraces the 
side or hand rail of the ladder and the long arm of the L 
on the main arm 9 is fashioned at its free end to pro 
vide means 20 to support the receiver or receptacle 20. 
The auxiliary arm with its L-shaped portion is attachable 
and detachable and adjustable with the aid of shims and 
can be employed either by direct bolting to the main arm 
or with the aid of shims as shown in FIG. 2. The adapter 
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4. 
type clips are used at the inner end portion of the main 
arm to accommodate rungs of different sizes and shapes. 
It is believed that a careful consideration of the specifica 
tion in conjunction with the views of the drawing will 
enable the reader to obtain a clear and comprehensive 
understanding of the subject matter of the invention, the 
features and advantages and mode of use. Therefore, 
a more extended description is regarded as unnecessary. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope of 
the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. An attachment for a ladder having a pair of opposed 

spaced parallel side rails with steps or rungs interposed 
and fixed between said rails; said attachment characterized 
by a readily attachable and detachable bracket compris 
ing: an elongated main arm and a companion auxiliary 
arm, opposed portions of said arms being connectible in 
oriented cooperating relationship, the outward end por 
tions of said arms being bent upon themselves and fash 
ioned into and providing a fork-type rail embracing clamp, 
said clamp being provided with means capable of accom 
modating and holding a bucket of paint, tools or the like, 
and means carried by an inward end portion of Said main 
arm and adapted for secure but quick releasable connec 
tion with a predetermined portion of a selected one of said 
steps. 

2. The attachment according to claim 1, and wherein 
the last-named means comprises a clip having a portion 
provided with a hook for anchoring engagement with said 
step, and an additional portion detachably joined to said 
inward end portion. 

3. The structure defined in claim 2, and wherein said 
opposed portions are connected by bolts and, in combina 
tion, a plurality of individually and collectively usable 
shims having positioning and retaining notches, said shims 
being optionally and selectively usable between said op 
posed portions and, when in use, being assembled and re 
tained by said bolts. 

4. The structure defined in claim 8 and wherein said 
clip means has an attaching shank bolted to the arm por 
tion and has a U-shaped hook which can be engaged over 
an edge portion of a step. 

5. The structure defined in claim 8 and wherein said 
clip means comprises an elongated shank having a hook 
at a lower end, said hook being fashioned into a stirrup 
and adapted to engage over a lower edge portion of a 
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vertically disposed ladder step. 
6. The structure defined in claim 8, said clip means 

comprising a U-shaped member for saddling of the rung 
therein and having one end portion detachably and ad 
justably bolted in place, having keeper holes, said keeper 
holes adapted to receive an insertable and removable 
keeper pin. 

7. A ladder attachment comprising two arms; namely 
a main arm having a long inner end portion and a sub 
stantially L-shaped outer end portion, said L-shaped outer 
end portion being provided on a terminal thereof with a 
fixedly mounted pan-shaped receiver and a holder for a 
paint can or the like, clip means attached to a terminal 
part of the inner end portion of said arm, said clip means 
being fashioned to detachably and cooperatively engage 
a step or rung of the ladder, and an auxiliary arm having 
a portion superimposed on the long arm and detachably 
bolted thereto and having an outer L-shaped end por 
tion, the respective L-shaped portions being disposed in 
opposed relationship and providing the desired rail strad 
dling fork-type clamp. 

8. An attachment for a ladder having a pair of op 
posed, spaced, substantially parallel side rails with trans 
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verse foot-supporting members extending between said 
side rails, said attachment comprising: 

an elongated main arm; 
an auxiliary arm adjustably attached to said elongated 

main arm adjacent one end thereof and forming with 
Said main arm, an opened ended, bifurcated rail-em 
bracing structure adapted to engage one of said side 
rails; 

Ineans for Supporting a paint container carried by said 
bifurcated rail-embracing structure; and 

means carried by the end of said elongated main arm 
opposite said one end for securing said main arm 

O 

6 
by a quick releasable connection to one of said foot 
Supporting members. 
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