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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLGSURE

A wrap-around carrier for can-like containers pro-
vided with an integral rib means in one of the walls
thereof having spaced recesses therein for receiving the
chimes of the can-like container thereby securing said
containers within the carriers.

— Y ———

This invention relates in general to new and useful
improvements in container packages, and more partic-
ularly to a novel container carrier of the wrap-around
type.

In the container packaging field, particularly in the
packaging of cans, such as beer cans, it has become well
known to utilize container carriers of the wrap-around
type. These container carriers encircle containers dis-
posed in two rows and generally each row of containers
contains three containers although the carriers are not
restricted to such a number of containers. The carriers,
however, have open ends and it is, therefore, necessary
to provide either suitable end flaps or suitable means for
interlocking with the containers to prevent the accidental
removal of the containers through the open ends of the
carrier. This field being highly competitive, it is neces-
sary to utilize a minimum of material in the formation
of a carrier. Accordingly, it is not economically feasible
to provide the carrier with end flaps or other securing
means requiring a large amount of additional material,
On the other hand, it is desirable to completely encase
the containers within the carrier and for that reason, it is
preferred not to provide openings in the panels of the
carrier through which portions of the containers are ex-
posed.

In view of the foregoing, it is the primary object of
this invention to provide a novel container carrier of the
wrap-around type wherein the carrier is provided with
means disposed entirely within the carrier for interlock-
ing with containers disposed within the carrier to prevent
the .accidental removal of a container from within the
carrier.,

Another object of this invention is to provide a novel
container carrier of the wrap-around type for holding
two rows of containers in a tightly wrapped package
which may be readily handled without the accidental loss
of containers from the ends of the carrier, the carrier
having at least one panel which is provided with a longi-
tudinally extending, inwardly projecting rib adapted to
be disposed between the containers of the two rows of
containers to maintain the containers in separated rela-
tion and at the same time to form an interlock with the
containers to prevent the accidental removal of the con-
tainers from the carrier.

A further object of this invention is to provide a con-
tainer carrier of the wrap around type with novel con-
tainer retaining means for cooperation with containers
of the type having a peripheral projection at at least one
end thereof, the container retaining means being in the
form of one panel of the carrier which is adapted to en-
gage container ends in face-to-face relation, and which
one panel is provided with a longitudinally extending, in-
wardly projecting rib adapted to be disposed between con-
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tainers disposed in rows and the rib having longitudinally
spaced openings in opposite sides thereof for receiving
container projections to lock the containers within the
carrier,

Still another object of this invention is to provide in a
container carrier a panel of the carrier having a longi-
tudinally extending inwardly projecting rib adapted to be
disposed between containers of the two rows of contain-
ers, the rib being generally V-shaped in cross section and
being squeezed together between containers disposed on
opposite sides thereof to react against side panels of the
carrier whereby the containers are tightly held within
the carrier, and the rib further being provided with open-
ings for receiving peripheral projections on the contain-
ers whereby the containers are directly interlocked with
the rib.

A still further object of this invention is to provide a
novel container carrier of the wrap-ground type wherein
one carirer wall adapted to engage ends of containers dis-
posed within the container is formed of a pair of over-
lapped panels which are rigidly connected together and
wherein the innermost panel of the overlap areas is pro-
vided with an inwardly projecting, longitudinally extend-
ing rib disposed centrally of the carrier for positioning
between containers disposed in two rows within the car-
rier, the rib functioning both as a separator to urge the
containers apart and into engagement with side panels
of the carrier and having means for interlocking with
projections on the containers to effect the forming of a
tight package in which the containers are tightly secured
against accidental removal.

With the above, and other objects in view that will
hereinafter appear, the nature of the invention will be
more clearly understood by reference to the following de-
tailed description, the appended claims and the several
views illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the container car-
rier and shows the same in its completely assembled form,
containers being shown within the carrier by phantom
lines. :

FIGURE 2 is a transverse vertical sectional view taken
along the line 2—2 of FIGURE 1 and shows more spe-
cifically the details of the construction of the carrier and
the relationship of the containers therewith, the containers
being shown in phantom lines.

FIGURE 3 is a longitudinal sectional view taken along
the line 3—3 of FIGURE 1 and shows the specific con-
struction of the overlapped panels of the carrier and the
container retaining means carried thereby.

FIGURE 4 is a horizontal longitudinal sectional view
taken along the line 4—4 of FIGURE 1 and shows the
details of the panel of the carrier disposed in opposed
relation to the overlapped panels and the container re-
taining means carried thereby.

FIGURE 5 is an enlarged fragmentary longitudinal
vertical sectional view taken along the line 5—5 of FIG-
URE 2 and shows more specifically the details of the con-
tainer retaining means carried by the overlapped panels.

FIGURE 6 is a plan view on a reduced scale of the
blank from which the carrier is formed.

FIGURE 7 is an enlarged fragmentary elevational view
showing a slightly modified manner of securing together
the overlapped panels.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, it will be seen
that the invention relates to a container carrier of the
wrap-around type, the container carrier being best illus-
trated in FIGURE 1 and being generally referred to by
the numeral 10. The container carrier 10 is formed from
a one-piece, elongated, rectangular blank, generally re-
ferred to by the numeral 11. Since the construction of the
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carrier 10 may be best understood by reference to the
blank 11, the blank 11 will be described in detail first.

The blank 11 is of a width corresponding to the length
of the completed carrier 10 and is divided into a plurality
of transversely extending panels by a plurality of trans-
versely extending fold lines. The blank 11 is provided
with a pair of fold lines 12 and 13 which are symmetrical-
ly disposed with respect to the longitudinal center of the
blank 11 and define a panel 14. A fold line 15 is spaced
longitudinally from the fold line 12 and cooperates there-
with to define a panel 16. A fold line 17 cooperates with
the fold line 13 to define a panel 18 which is identical with
the panel 16. The fold line 15 sets off a panel 19 at the
end of the blank 11 adjacent the panel 16 while the fold
line 17 sets off a panel 20 at the end of the blank 11
adjacent the panel 18.

The panel 20 is provided with three parallel fold lines
21, 22 and 23. The panel 20 is notched, as at 24, at the
opposite ends of the fold line 22.

The notch 24 is provided to facilitate formation of rib
44 in present-day high-speed automatic machines. When
the blank is placed over the upper ends of the containers

C, the blank travels with the containers. While travelling,-

the side panels 16, 18 are folded downwardly after which
the bottom panels 19 and 20 are then folded upwardly
beneath the bottoms of the containers C. During the up-
ward folding of bottom panel 20, while the blank is travel-
ling, the end section of fold lines 21, 22, 23 comes into
contact with a vertical plow blade. The vertical blade has
an upwardly inclined edge. The notch 24 comes into con-
tact with this blade. The notch acts as a guide to keep the
blank at this end in position so that the blade hits directly
at fold line 22. This thus acts to fold this end section of
panel 20 upwardly and also forces it between the rows of
containers C.

The fold lines 21, 22 and 23, as illustrated in the pre-
ferred embodiment herein described, are interrupted by
a pair of elongated openings 25 which extend longitudinal-
ly of the blank 11 and transversely of the fold lines 21, 22
and 23. The openings 25 are disposed at approximately the
third points of the length of the panel 20 which extends
transversely of the blank 11 and the openings 25 have
rounded ends. While 1 have illustrated the rib as being in-
terrupted by elongated openings 25, it should be clearly
understood that such openings may be eliminated so that
the rib is not interrupted but extends from one open end
of the package to the other opposite open end thereof.

The fold lines 21 and 22 are interrupted at spaced points
by C-shaped cuts 26 which are disposed in back-to-back
relation for the two fold lines 21 and 23 and are centered
on the same centers as containers which may be disposed
within the carrier 10. Further, I may also eliminate the
C-shaped cuts 26 so that the entire rib, extending from
open end to open end, has no openings therein. In such
an event, I may use openings at the top and bottom of
the side walls 16 and 18 so that portions of the chines or
ends of the containers may project therethrough,

The fold line 23 and the associated cuts 26 define a
terminal panel portion or flap 47.

The panel 20 is also provided with semi-circular cut-
outs 27 which are centered with the C-shaped cuts 26 and
define openings 28 having straight borders 29 which are
adjacent the fold line 21.

The panel 19 is provided adjacent its free end with
a transverse fold line 30 which is interrupted by C-shaped
cuts 31 corresponding to the C-shaped cuts 26. The fold
line 30 and the cuts 31 define a terminal panel portion 46.
The fold line 30 is also interrupted by openings 32 dis-
posed at the third points of the panel 19 transversely of
the blank 11, the openings 32 being formed by the press-
ing of the flaps 33 from the plane of the panel 19, the flaps
33 being connected to the remainder of the panel 19 along
fold lines 34 extending longitudinally of the blank 11.

The C-shaped cut line 31 defines connecting tabs 35
which, in cooperation with an adhesive coating 36 on a
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terminal panel portion 46 of the panel 19, serve to secure
together the panels 19 and 20 in partial overlapping
relation,

The panel 14 is provided with a plurality of flaps 37
which are hinged to the panel 14 along an aligned hinged
line 38 which extends along the longitudinal center of
the panel 14 and transversely of the blank 11. The flaps 37
are centered on the centers of the positions of the con-
tainers when the containers are disposed within the car-
rier 19.

The panel 14 is provided with a locking tab 39 for each
of the outermost containers to be carried by the carrier 10.
Each locking rib 39 is generally pie shaped in outline and
is hingedly connected to the panel 14 along a fold line 40
which extends transversely of the blank 11. Each pie
shaped locking tab 39 has an apex disposed along a line
extending through the center of the position of a container
within a carrier and longitudinally of the blank 11.

The panel 14 is also provided with a pair of finger re-
ceiving openings 41 disposed at the third points of the
panel 14 and each opening 41 being defined by a flap 42
which is pressable out of the plane of the panel 14 and
which is hingedly connected to the panel 14 along a hinge
line 43 extending longitudinally of the blank 11.

When the blank 11 is to be utilized as the carrier 10 of
FIGURE 1, the panel 14 is initially operated on to pro-
ject the locking tabs 39 inwardly and beneath the panel
14 is closely spaced parallel relation with respect thereto.
The flaps 37 are also projected inwardly out of the plane
of the panel 14 and are disposed generally normal to the
plane of the panel 14.

After the panel 14 has ben so operated on, the blank
11 is placed over the tops of six containers C disposed
in two rows of thre containers each and the panels 16 and
18 are folded down along the sides of the containers. Dur-
ing the folding of the panel 20 toward the chined ends
of the containers, the folding of the rib end portion is
brought about by folding the said panel along fold lines
21, 22, 23 to form an upstanding rib 44. Forming of the
rib 44 is taking place in the machine as the rib is being
inserted between two rows of containers so that the
chines 45 or other types of peripheral projections disposed
at the ends of the containers C pass into the openings
defined in the rib 44 between C-shaped cuts 26 as as to
be interlocked therewith. The rib 44 also serves to urge
the containers C apart, although during the closing or
completion of the carrier 10, the rib 44 is compressed
inwardly by the containers C. At this time, it is pointed
out that the ends of the containers C opposing the panel
14 are separated in spaced longitudinal relation by the
flaps 37 projetcing downwardly therebetween, as is best
shown in FIGURES 2 and 4.

The panels 19 and 20 are first connected together by
the interlocking of the same through the passing of the
locking flaps 35 through the openings 28 and locking
behind the panel 20. Immediately following this action,
an entire terminal panel portion 46 defined by the fold
line 30 of the C-shaped cuts 31 is swung into face-to-face
engagement with the underside of the panel 20 and is per-
manently secured thereto by means of either the adhesive
36, as shown in FIGURE 6, or by a conventional type of
tongue and slot conection (not shown).

While panel portion 47 (as shown in FIGURES 1
through 6) does not have any adhesive thereon and over-
laps a portion of panel 19 (as illustrated in FIGURE 1)
in a sliding relation thereto, it should be clear that the
three containers in one row have their weight resting on
panel 47 thus retarding the movement of panel 47. How-
ever, it should be clearly understood that I can put an
adhesive between panel 47, as is shown in FIGURE 7 at
48, and that part of panel 19 which it overlies to thus
prevent any movement of panel 47 either towards or
away from the rib 44, after the adhesive 48 has been
set. Without the adhesive 48, the rib is capable of expand-
ing and retracting.

At this time it is pointed out that although the carrier
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10 is illustrated with the panel 14 being disposed upper-
most as the top panel and the panels 19 and 20 being bot-
tom closing panels, the carrier may be inverted, if desired,
so that the panel 14 forms the bottom of the carrier and
the panels 19 and 20 form the top. When the panel 14 is
disposed uppermost as the top panel, the completed pack-
age is carried by depressing the flaps 42 between adjacent
containers C, as shown in FIGURE 4, so that the open-
ings 41 may function as finger receiving openings to
facilitate the carrying of the carrier and the package
formed thereby. On the other hand, if the panels 19 and
20 are disposed uppermost as the top, then the flaps 33
are projected inwardly to the edges of the center portion
of the rib 44 through the elongated openings 25 to form
finger receiving openings 32.

When fingers are inserted info openings 32, the flaps
33 are pushed downwardly and swing against the edges
of the center rib 44, Thus, the person lifting the package
exerts a vise-like presure against said edges and then
lifts the package. In lifting the package an upward pull
is exerted, in the first instance, against the center rib.
Since the center rib has chine cuts therein through which
portions of the chines extend and since each side of the
center rib is in engagement with the top edge of the chine
the lifting of the package by the finger holes 32 causes
the two center containers to be lifted directly at this point
which virtually eliminates the pull or tension which is
normally exerted upon the corners formed at the outer
ends by the fold lines between the top panels and the side
walls,

In addition, this also takes the weight of these two
center cans away from the bottom of the carrier.

When lifting the package through finger holes 41, the
weight of the six containers is lifted by the bottom of the
carrier. This puts great tension on the paperboard of the
carrier and unless the caliber of the paperboard is great
enough the carrier breaks. Particularly is this so when
the package has ben refrigerated and the paperboard has
absorbed moisture.

‘When finger holes 32 are used, the center rib 44 and the
top panel plus the grip of the person lifting the package,
lift the weight of the two center containers and the rest
of the carrier only has to liftingly support four containers
thus taking from the bottom and the side walls 33¥5%
of the weight that they previously had to support. This
means that not only can I obtain a far superior package
by the use of my invention, but that I also achieve great
economical advantage as a much lower caliber of paper-
board can be used in producing a package equal to the
packages now in use.

In addition, it will be readily apparent that the blank
11 requires only an extremely slight amount of additional
material in the formation of the rib 44 and thereby the
necessary container retaining means are provided at a
minimum of cost. It will also be apparent that the rib
44 provides for the formation of a tight package due to
the outward urging of the containers C by the rib 44.
Further, due to the specific interlock provided between the
containers and the carrier, accidental loss of a container
from the package is prevented. It is to be understood that
the carrier 10 may be applied to containers in substantially
the same manner as existing carriers of the wrap-around
type and with a minimum of effort. On the other hand,
the carrier 10 is of such a construction whereby no por-
tion of a container projects outwardly of the carrier and
thus the containers C are completely protected by the
carrier 10.

The flaps 37 and the locking tabs 39 carried by the
panel 14 cooperate with the components of the panels
19 and 20 and the securing of containers C within the
carrier 10. The flaps 37, being disposed between con-
tainers of the two rows, urge the containers outwardly
at the upper ends thereof and into compressible engage-
ment with the panels 16 and 18. At the same time, the
locking tabs 39 are recessed within the recessed upper
ends of the endmost ones of the container so as to prevent
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6
the withdrawal of the containers through the open ends
of the carrier 10, as is best illustrated in FIGURE 2.

Although a preferred embodiment of the inventin has
been illustrated and described, it is to be understood that
minor modifications may be made within the spirit and
scope of the invention, as defined in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A carrier of the wrap-around type for holding a
plurality of containers disposed in two rows in a readily
handleable package, said carrier having two panels with
edges thereof disposed in partially overlapping relation
and in combination forming a carrier wall adapted to op-
pose ends of containers, said panels being secured to-
gether and including an inner panel and an outer panel,
said inner panel having a longitudinally extending in-
wardly projecting tubular rib adapted to extend between
two rows of containers and wedge the containers of the
two rows apart to form a tight package, said rib being
provided with longitudinally spaced openings.in the op-
posite faces thereof substantially at the base thereof for
receiving projections on containers in interlocking rela-
tion, said outer panel and said rib having aligned finger
receiving openings for facilitating the carrying of said
carrier, and said finger receiving openings being disposed
intermediate said longitudinally spaced openings.

2. A carrier of the wrap-around type for holding a
plurality of containers disposed in two rows in a readily
handleable package, said carrier having two panels with
edges thereof disposed in partially overlapping relation
and in combination forming a carrier wall adapted to op-
pose ends of containers, said panels being secured to-
gether and including an inner panel and an outer panel,
said inner panel having a longitudinally extending in-
wardly projecting tubular rib adapted to extend between
two rows of containers and wedge the containers of the
two rows apart to form a tight package, said outer panel
and said rib having aligned finger receiving openings for
facilitating the carrying of said carrier.

3. A readily handleable package comprising a plurality
of containers each having a peripheral projection at at
least one end with said containers being arranged in rows,
and a wrap-around carrier of the sleeve type encircling
said containers, said carrier including two opposed panels
for engaging ends of containers and two side panels, and
an inwardly projecting folded tubular rib on one of said
opposed panels disposed between the containers of the
two rows and urging said containers apart and into en-
gagement with said side panels, and longitudinally spaced
openings in opposite sides of said rib receiving said con-
tainer projections to interlock said rib and said contain-
ers, said one opposed panel being formed of an inner
panel and an outer panel disposed in at least partial over-
lapping relation and secured together, and said rib being
part of said inner panel, and said inner panel being se-
cured to said outer panel at one side only of said rib with
said rib being free to expand and contract.

4. A readily handleable package comprising a plurality
of containers each having a peripheral projection at at
least one end with said containers being arranged in rows,
and a wrap-around carrier of the sleeve type encircling
said containers, said carrier including two opposed panels
for engaging ends of containers and two side panels, and
an inwardly projecting folded tubular rib on one of said
opposed panels disposed between the containers of the
two rows and urging said containers apart and into en-
gagement with said side panels, and longitudinally spaced
openings in opposite sides of said rib receiving said con-
tainer projections to interlock said rib and said contain-
ers, said one opposed panel being formed of an inner
panel and an outer panel disposed in at least partial over-
lapping relation and secured together, and said rib being
part of said inner panel, said outer panel and said rib
having aligned finger receiving openings for facilitating
the carrying of said carrier.

5. A one-piece blank for forming a container carrier
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of the wrap-around type, said blank being of an elongated
rectangular outline and divided into a plurality of trans-
versely extending panels by transverse fold lines; said
panels including a central panel adapted to engage con-
tainer ends, a pair of intermediate side forming panels,
and a pair of terminal panels each having a free edge,
cooperating means on said terminal panels for securing
said terminal panels together in spaced relation to the
free edge of one of said terminal panels with said one
terminal panel being disposed innermost, at least three
spaced’ parallel fold lines extending transversely of said
blank on said one terminal panel intermediate the free
edge thereof and said cooperating means for forming
a rib, and identical broadly arcuate cut lines interrupting
remote ones of said parallel fold lines to form container
projection receiving openings in the opposite sides of the
rib when formed.

6. A one-piece blank for forming a container carrier
of the wrap-around type, said blank being of an elongated
rectangular outline and divided into a plurality of trans-
versely extending panels by transverse fold lines; said
panels including a central- panel adapted to engage con-
tainer ends, a pair of intermediate side forming panels,
and a pair of terminal panels each having a free edge,
cooperating means on said terminal panels for securing
said terminal panels together in spaced relation to the
free edge of one of said terminal panels with said one
terminal panel being disposed innermost, at least three
spaced parallel fold lines extending transversely of said
blank on said one terminal panel intermediate the free
edge thereof and said cooperating means for forming a
rib, and broadly arcuate cut lines interrupting remote ones
of said parallel fold lines to form container projection
receiving openings in the opposite sides of the rib when
formed, and aligned finger openings in said terminal
panels with the finger openings in said one panel extend-
ing transversely across said parallel fold lines.

7. A one-piece blank for forming a container carrier
of the wrap-around type, said blank being of an elongated
rectangular outline and divided into a plurality of trans-
versely extending panels by transverse fold lines; said
panels including a central panel adapted to engage con-
tainer ends, a pair of intermediate side forming panels,
and a pair of terminal panels each having a free edge,
cooperating means on said terminal panels for securing
said terminal panels together in spaced relation to the
free edge of onme of said terminal panels with said one
terminal panel being disposed innermost, at least three
spaced parallel fold lines extending transversely of said
blank on said one terminal panel intermediate the free
edge thereof and said cooperating means for forming a
rib, and broadly arcuate cut lines interrupting remote ones
of said parallel fold lines to form container projection
receiving openings in the opposite sides of the rib when
formed, said central panel having container separating
flaps and container retaining tabs.

8. A one-piece blank for forming a container carrier
of the wrap-around type, said blank being of an elongated
rectangular outline and divided into a plurality of trans-
versely extending panels by transverse fold lines; said
panels including a central panel adapted to engage con-
tainer ends, a pair of intermediate side forming panels,
and a pair of terminal panels each having a free edge,
cooperating means on said terminal panels for securing
said terminal panels together in spaced relation to the
free edge of one of said terminal panels with said one
terminal panel being disposed innermost, at least three
spaced parallel fold lines extending transversely of said
blank on said one terminal panel intermediate the free
edge thereof and said cooperating means for forming a
rib, and broadly arcuate cut lines interrupting remote ones
of said parallel fold lines to form container projection
receiving openings in the opposite sides of the rib when
formed, opposite sides of said blank being formed with
notches aligned with the central one of said parallel fold
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lines for functioning as guide means when a folding blade
engages said blank to form the rib.

9. A carrier of the wrap-around type for holding a
plurality of containers disposed in two rows in a readily
handleable package, said carrier having two panels with
edges thereof disposed in partially overlapping relation
and in combination forming a carrier wall adapted to op-
pose ends of containers, said panels being secured to-
gether and including an inner panel and an outer panel,
said inner panel having a longitudinally extending in-
wardly projecting tubular rib adapted to extend between
two rows of containers and wedge the containers of the
two rows apart to form a tight package, said rib being
provided with longitudinally spaced openings in the op-
posite faces thereof and substantially at the base thereof
for receiving projections on containers in interlocking
relation, said outer panel and said rib having aligned
finger receiving openings for facilitating the carrying of
said carrier, and said finger receiving openings being dis-
posed intermediate said longitudinally spaced openings,
said finger receiving openings dividing said rib into at
least a central portion and terminal portions with each
of said portions having said container projeciton receiving
openings therein, whereby when said carrier having con-
tainers therein is lifted by placing one’s fingers through
said finger receiving openings a direct lifting force is ap-
plied to said central rib portion for directly lifting con-
tainers interlocked therewith.

10. The carrier of claim 9 wherein said outer panel
has flaps hingedly connected thereto and defined in the
forming of said finger receiving openings in said outer
panel, said flaps passing through said inner panel finger
receiving openings and engaging opposite ends of said
central rib portion.

11. In a container carrier of the wrap-around type,
container retaining means for receiving in interlocking
engagement ends of containers of the type having a pe-
ripheral projection at the end thereof, said container re-
taining means comprising a wall of said carrier for face-
to-face engagement with container ends, said wall being
formed of first and second panels joined together in over-
lapping relation, said first panel having an inwardly
projecting longitudinally extending rib adapted to be re-
ceived between two rows of containers with said first
panel projecting from opposite sides of said rib for en-
gagement with container ends, and longitudinally spaced
openings in opposite sides of said rib for receiving con-
tainer projections, said rib being of a generally V-shaped
cross section and said panel being anchored to said sec-
ond panel on opposite sides of said rib to retain the cross
section of said rib.

12. A carrier for holding a plurality of containers of
the type having a peripheral projection at the end thereof
and disposed in two rows, said carrier including container
retaining means for receiving in interlocking engagement
ends of the container, said container retaining means
comprising a panel of said carrier for face-to-face en-
gagement with container ends, said panel having an in-
wardly projecting longitudinally extending tubular rib
adapted to be received between two rows of containers
with said panel projecting from opposite sides of said rib
for engagement with container ends, and longitudinally
spaced finger receiving openings traversing said rib
adapted for facilitating the carrying of said carrier, said
rib being provided with longitudinally spaced openings
in opposed faces thereof for receiving projections on con-
tainers in interlocking relation, said panel being a top
panel of the carrier and said finger receiving openings
dividing said rib into at least a central rib portion and
terminal rib portions with each of said portions having
said container projection receiving openings therein.

13. The carrier of claim 12 wherein each of said con-
tainer projection receiving openings in said top panel
is opposed by similar second container projection receiv-
ing openings in transverse coperative alignment there-
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with whereby said first-mentioned and second container
projection openings engage at least two portions of each
container end.

14. The carrier of claim 13 wherein said central and
terminal rib portions are formed by at least a central
fold line forming the apex of said rib portions and a base
fold line parallel to and spaced from said central fold
line at each side thereof, and said first mentioned con-
tainer projection receiving opening being formed in each
of said central and terminal rib portions between said
central fold line and each of said base fold lines.

15. A carrier of the wrap-around type for holding a
plurality of containers disposed in two rows in a readily
handleable package; said carrier including a central panel,
two side panels and two terminal panels; said terminal
panels having edge portions disposed in overlapping con-
nected together relation and forming a complete panel ex-
tending between said side panels remote from said cen-
tral panel, said terminal panels including an inner panel
and an outer panel; said inner panel edge portion having
intermediate folds defining a tubular rib projecting into
said carrier; and the connection between said terminal
panels including a terminal flap on said inner panel over-
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lying and being secured to said outer panel, and locking
flaps on said outer panel interlocked with said inner
panel on the side of said rib remote from said terminal
flap whereby the cross section of said rib is maintained.

16. The carrier of claim 15 wherein said rib has con-
tainer projection receiving openings at the base thereof
in opposite sides thereof, and a flap carried by said inner
panel in alignment with each opening and projecting into
said rib in overlying relation to said outer panel.
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