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[0 oll whom, it may concern:

Be it known that I, Catvix S. Baxrer,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Nelson, in the county of Tioga and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Surgical Apphi-
ances, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to improvements in
devices for supporting a fractured clavicle
during the period of juncture and in the
method of bandaging the same, my object
being to provide a simple and effective ap-
pliance for this purpose, which, when fas-
tened in place, will hold the fractured parts
firmly in place and yet leave the arm free,
instead of strapped to the body, as has here-
tofore been the practice.

I attain my object by constructing and at-
taching the appliance in the manner illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 presents a side elevation of the
appliance; Fig. 2, a front elevation thereof;
and Figs. 3 and 4, front and back views
showing the manner of attachment to an
injured person.

Like numerals designate like parts in the
several views.

As preferably made, the appliance con-
sists of a support having two side pieces 1,
1, of sheet metal, or other suitably stiff
material, joined together at the top by an
arch 2, and toward the lower end by two
brace bars 8, 8. Just below the arch, a rod
of heavy wire 4 is fastened to the side pieces
on their inward sides, said rod being bent
upward at the front of the support to form
a loop 5, which rises a suitable distance
above the arch. The sides of this loop are
spaced apart a suitable distance and a cross
plece or web 6, of metal, or other suitably
stiff material, 15 fastened to these sides at
the back of the loop. At the back, the rod 4
is bent to form a loop at 7. Adjacent their
upper ends, at the back, the side pieces are
provided with loops 8, and adjacent their
lower ends, at the front, with loops 9.

The appliance is fastened in position and
held therein, as follows:—After the fracture
has been reduced, the support is placed
against the side of the body with the arch
2 resting snugly under the arm joint at the
shoulder, where it is held by means of strips
of adhesive plaster 10 and 11 fastened to the
loops 5 and 7, respectively, (see Figs. 8 and

4). A strip of plaster 12 is then fastened
to the loop 8 on the side piece next the body
and attached to the back of the injured per-
son, as shown in Fig. 4. The support, by
means of these plaster strips, is held snugly
up under the arm with the cross-piece ©
pressing back against the shoulder. A
plaster strip 13 is then fastened to the loop
9 on the inside side piece and the bottom
of the support is drawn forward, thereby
pressing the cross-piece still more strongly
against the shoulder, the fastening of the
loop 8 acting as a fulerum. When the de-
sired pressure against the shoulder is at-
tained, the plaster strip 13 is fastened across
the front of the body, as shown in Fig. 3.
To further support the injured shoulder and
transier the weight to the opposite shoul-
der, a bandage 14 is passed around the body
and between the side pieces of the support,
where it is drawn up to the desired tension
against the brace bars 8. Should it be the
other clavicle that is the broken one, the
support is supplied with the loops 8 and 9
on its other side piece for attachment to that
side of the body.

By the use of the appliance, it will be
noted that the arm is left entirely free for
movement in any direction, instead of being
bandaged to the body in a cramped, uncom-
fortable and useless condition; and experi-
ence has demonstrated that this freedom
given to the arm does mnot endanger the
proper healing of the broken bone, since my
support firmly holds the broken parts to-
gether from the arm socket inward regard-
less of the movement of the arm in its socket.

Without confining myself to the exact de-
tails of construction of the appliance and
its manner of attachment as herein described
and illustrated, what X claim as my inven-
tion and desire to secure by Letters Patent
is:
1. An appliance of the character described
comprising a member adapted to lie against
the side of the wearer and having a sup-
port for the shoulder at its upper end, an
arm projecting upwardly from said support
and adapted to bear against the front of
the shoulder, connections on said arm and
said member for shoulder bandages, a con-
nection at the rear of said member, adjacent
said support, for a back bandage, and a
connection at the front of said member be-
low said back bandage connection for a front
bandage.
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2. An appliance of the character described
comprising a support composed of a rigid
side piece having an arch at its upper end
a rigid arm extending above the arch at the
front of the support, and connections for
attaching bandages to the support at the
top of the arm, at the back of the arch, at
the back of the side piece adjacent the top,
and at the front of the side piece adjacent
the bottom.

3. An appliance of the character described
comprising a support composed of two rigid
parallel side Dpieces spaced apart and joined
together at the top by an arch, cross braces
between the side pieces adj acent the bottom,
an arm extending above the arch at the front
of the support, and means for attaching
bandages to the support at the top of the
arm, at the back of the arch, at the back of
each side piece adjacent the top, and at the
front of each side piece adjacent the bottom.

4. An appliance of the character described
comprising a rigid oblong support adapted
to be applied to the side of the wearer and
provided with means at its upper end for
pressing upward and backward against the
shoulder joint, in combination with a band-
age attached to the top of the support at
front and rear and passed over the shoulder
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above the support, an adhesive bandage at-
tached to the back of the support adjacent
the top and fastened across the back of the
wearer, an adhesive bandage attached to the
front of the support ad]acent the bottom
and fastened across the front of the wearer,
whereby the lower end of the support may
be drawn forward upon the upper point of
attachment at the back as a fulecrum, and a
bandage engaging the lower end of the sup-
port and passing over the opposite shoulder
of the wearer.
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5. An appliance of the character described

comprising a support having rigid parallel
side pieces spaced apart and ]omed tooether
at the top by an arch, an upwardly extend-
ing arm at the top of said support and on
the front thereof and having a loop at its
top, a loop at the back of each of said side
pieces near said arch, and a loop at the front
of each of said side pieces below the loops
at the back.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my
signature, in presence of two witnesses.

CALVIN S. BAXTER.

Witnesses:
Joun PePPER,
PauL Jonss Davis.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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